
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Plate 13. MRS. NYMAN’S GESTURES
Clockwise from upper left, these photographs illustrate the gestures that play a
prominent role in Tlingit storytelling. In the first three photos, Mrs. Nyman'’s left
hand represents the slanted tree up which Nats'dran with the TI'anaxidikhw’s baby
(see Text VI); afterhe ran up the tree, he sat there with the baby until the Tlanaxiddkhw
agreed to all his demands. In the photo at bottom left, Mrs. Nyman’s left hand
represents Natsil’s back, and her right hand represents the Tl'anaxidikhw's claws.
This graphically represents the part where Tl'anaxidikhw clawed Nats’df's back,
leaving scabs that fell off and were kept as good-luck relics, called dandkw in Tlingit.
Note that these gestures help the listener to visualize the events depicted in the story
and sometimes supply information not conveyed in the spoken version of the story.
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