Waa sa kuwatee?
How is the Weather?




Ya Lingit'aani geix’ woosh jin toolshét yeisu
— Katyé

In this world, we’re still holding each other’s hands
— David Kadashan

(Dauenhaeuer, Haa Tuwunaagu Yis 236-237)
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nas’gadooshu jinkaat ka tleidoosht



waa sa kuwatee?

This section looks at the weather, and also introduces event-based verb conjugation in Tlingit. When think-
ing about how the Tlingit language works, it is important to remember that Tlingit is more concerned with the
completion of the verb than it is about when the verb occurs. In English, we often refer to things as past tense,
present tense, and future tense. In Tlingit, we will be using the terms perfective, imperfective, and future. The
reason for this is that Tlingit is an event-driven language, which means that when the verb occured is less im-
portant that whether or not it has happened. Because of this, we have verbs in Tlingit that do not change when
talking about present tense or past tense, but that is certainly not the case every time.

In our previous lessons we have mostly focused on repetition of phrases and substitution drills. This means
we learn a pattern and then fill in the blanks with a noun to use the sentence to express ourselves. In this les-
son, we will do some of that, but we will be learning a series of verbs that allow us to describe the weather in
most possible conditions. From there, we will look at how we can talk about the way the weather was yesterday
(perfective), the way it is now (imperfective), and the way it might be (future). In addition, one other verb mode
will be introduced, and that is progressive imperfective, which means the verb is in the process of happening.
The more we work with Tlingit the more these terms will make sense. For now, focus on the patterns and look
for similarities as each phrase shifts between verb modes.

imperfective

o T waa sa kuwatee? /
? ? wda sa kuyatee?
[ ] 6 I i [ ] L,
. wda sd l_(u-ya-\/tee
y J > ¢ F&\ \\’ how say [areal].cl.vbe
EWJ B I 6% I how say weather-be?

imperfective

o Sod kuwak’éi /
kuyak’éi
L e - : =2
_Pa ku-ja-Vk'éi
y " > &% \’ [areal].cl.\/ﬁne/good
EWJ » I 6% / weather-fine

nas’gadooshu jinkaat ka daxadooshu
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perfective

awdigaan

a-ju-di-vVgaan
(a-theme).pfv.cl.vburn/light

it is/was sunny

imperfective
0 V4 )
kuligbos
ku-li-Vgbos’
[areal].cl.Vcloudy
N the weather is cloudy
-’ ”J
imperfective
/
kuwat’aa /
/
kuyat'aa
ku-ya-Vt'a
[areal].cl.vwarm/hot
The weather is hot
imperfective
o /
kusi.aat’
ku-si-V.4at’

[areal].cl.vVcold

The weather is cold

nas’gadooshu jinkaat ka nas’gadooshu




Isit _ ?

a-gé
__ focus.yes/no?

*use one of the weather verbs*

aaa/tléik’. .

yes/no. It’'s ____

regardless or yes or no, answer with the weather verb

kanax

really

ku-nax
areal.through/along

this is an adverb, and appears before the verb it modifies

kadax ~ katx

too much

ku-dax
areal.from

this is an adverb, and appears before the verb it modifies

nas’gadooshu jinkaat ka gooshuk

89



90

perfective

dleit daak wusitan

dleit daak ju-si-Vtan
snow.fall(down).pfv.cl.Vprecipitate

it is/was snowing

perfective

séew daak wusitan

séew daak ju-si-Vtan
rain.fall(down).pfv.cl.Vprecipitate

it is/was raining

perfective

kadas’ daak wusitan

kad4s’ daak ju-si-vtan
sleet.fall(down).pfv.cl.Vprecipitate

perfective

kaklahéen daak wusitan

kaklahéen daak ju-si-vVtan
slush.fall(down).pfv.cl.vprecipitate

gooshuk jinkaat




perfective

kaséixjaa daak wusitdn

kaséixjaa daak ju-si-vtan
fine-rain.fall(down).pfv.cL.Vprecipitate

imperfective
. /
kudigwas’
w ku-di-Vgwas’
v [areal].cl.Vfoggy
v The weather is foggy
perfective
2
ﬂ ayawditee
2
- ~
a :
a-ya-ju-di-Vtee
it-(3.0).v-sf.pfv.cl.vstormy/windy
it face is/was stormy/windy
perfective

ayakaawadan

a-ya-ka-ju-ya-vVdan
a-theme.v-sf.hz-sf. pfv.cl.Vsnow-heavily

it face is/was snowing heavily

gooshuk jinkaat ka tléix’



imperfective (-)

A Y
( ‘ ' < : ’ ’
Do o * tlél kooshk’é

P 9 tlél ku-u-sh-vk'é
( \ =/ 1.irr.cl.Vfine/good
@ not [areal g

4\5%, %
perfective
I’'m delayed (by weather)
xat yaawasik

xat ya-ju-ya-vsik

me-(1.0) v-sf.pfv.cl.Vdelayed-(by weather)

me delayed
perfective

xat wuditl’ak’
xat ju-di-vVtl'ak’

me-(1.0) pfv.cl.vbe-wet

me wet

poor thing!

eeshaan!

this word is a tlingit interjection, so its meaning can change depending
on context. it is used to describe something poor, someone suffering,
or to tease.

gooshuk jinkaat ka déix



yeedat

now

today
yaa yakyee
yaa yakyee
this day
yesterday
tatge

l_<a and
tsu also

gooshuk jinkaat ka nas’k
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___ tatgé, ka
yaa yakyee tsu __.

yéa yakyee. (the weather is) __ today.
tatgé. (the weather was) ___ yesterday.
It was __ yesterday, and ___ today too.

(perfective) tatgé, ka yaa yakyee tsu (imperfective)

__yesterday and this day also ___

perfective

waa sa koowatee?

How was the weather?

wiéa sd ku-ju-ja-vtee
how say [areal].pfv.cl.vbe

the perfective can appear as «wu-», «w-», or «-y-». when expanding the
grammar (segmenting), write this as «ju». the «j» means that the letter will be
a «y» unless preceded by a rounded vowel («u» or «oo»), in which case it will
be «w».

perfective

koowak’éi

the weather was good

ku-ju-ya-vk'éi
[areal].pfv.cl.Vfine

gooshuk jinkaat ka daax’oon




perfective

kuwligdos’

the weather was cloudy

ku-ju-li-Vgoos’
[areal].pfv.cl.Vcloudy

perfective

koowat’aa

the weather was warm/hot

ku-ju-ya-Vt'da
[areal].pfv.cl.vwarm/hot

perfective

koowsi.aat’

the weather was cold

ku-ju-si-v.4at’
[areal].pfv.cl.Vcold

perfective

kuwdigwas’

the weather was foggy

ku-ju-di-Vgwas’
[areal].pfv.cl.Vfoggy

gooshuk jinkaat ka keijin
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perfective (-)

the weather was not good

tlél kooshk’é

tlél ku-u-ju-sh-vk'é
not.[areal].irr.pfv.cl.Vgood/fine

perfective
aawadaak
g ¢ q a-ju-ya-vVdaak
a-theme.pfv.cl.Vstop-(precipitation)
it stopped precipitating
imperfective
How is it outside?
’ ’ / 2
waa sa yatee gaan
wéa s ja-Vtee gdan
how say cl.vbe outisde
how say be outside
future

| will take a look

7 /e
aadéi akkwalgéin
aa-déi a-ga-u-ga-xa-l-Vgéin
it-towards a-theme.ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.i-(1.).cL.vlook-at

it-towards I will look at

gooshuk jinkaat ka tleidoosht




ch’u tatgéidax aya.

It has been since yesterday.

ch'u tatgé-dax a-ya
just yesterday.from (focus).right-here

just yesterday from it is

seiganin / seigdn

tomorrow

ku.aa ~ kwa

however

this word does not start a sentece. if it appears at the beginning of a
sentence, it is preceded by the word «a» (it). it creates a slight turn in
logic, and sometimes will appear as «kwa».

shakdé

perhaps, probably

indicates possibility; placed after the verb

gooshuk jinkaat ka daxadooshu
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future

kei kukgwak’éi

the weather will be fine

kei ku-ga-u-ga-@-vVKkéi
up [areal].ga-conj.ir.ga-mode.cl.Vgood/fine

future
it will be sunny
. 4
yei aguxdagaan
yei a-ga-u-ga-da-gdan
down a-mode.ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.cl.vburn/light
future
it will be cloudy
. / )
kei kuguxlagdos
kei ku-ga-u-ga-la-Vgéos’
up [areal].ga-conj.ir.ga-mode.cl.Vcloudy
future

kei kukgwat'da

the weather will be hot

kei ku-ga-u-ga-@-t'da

up [areal].ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.cl.vhot

gooshuk jinkaat ka nas’gadoosha




future

kei kuguxsa.dat’

the weather will be cold

kei ku-ga-u-ga-sa-v.4at’

up [areal].ga-conj.ir.ga-mode.cl.Vcold

future
it will _(precipitate) .
4
daak guxsataan
__daak ga-u-ga-sa-tdan
(precip) fall-(down) ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.cl.Vprecipitate
future
the weather will be foggy
z )
kuguxdagwdas
ku-ga-u-ga-da-Vgwéas’
[areal].ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.cl.vfoggy
future

yei ayaguxdatée

it will be stormy/windy

yei a-ya-ga-u-ga-da-vitée

down a-theme.v-sf.ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.cl.Vwindy/stormy

gooshuk jinkaat ka gooshiik
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future

akgwaddaak

it will stop (precipitating)

a-ga-u-ga-Q-vdaak

a-theme.ga-conj.irr.ga-mode.cl.Vstop-(precipitating)

gwal

perhaps

indicates doubt; placed before the verb

seigdnin ___ shakde.

tomorrow ____ perhaps.

seigdnin gwal __ .

tomorrow maybe ___ .

tléix’ handid




progressive imperfective

kei kunak’éin /
yei kunak’éin

the weather it is getting better

kei ku-na-@-vk'éi-n
up [areal].na-conj.cl.Vfine.(progressive)
yei ku-na-@-Vk'éi-n

down [areal].na-conj.cL.Vfine.(progressive)

progressive imperfective

yaa andagan

it is getting sunny

yaa a-na-da-Vgan

along a-theme.na-conj.cl.vburn/light

progressive imperfective

kei kunalgoos’

the weather is getting cloudy

kei ku-na-1-Vgoos’

up [areal].na-conj.cl.Vcloudy

progressive imperfective

yaa kunat’éin

the weather it is getting hot

yaa ku-na-@-vVt'da-n ~ t'éin

along [areal].na-conj.cl.vhot.(progressive)

tléix’ handid ka tléix’
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progressive imperfective

kei kunas.aat’

the weather it is getting cold

kei ku-na-s-v.4at’

up [areal].na-conj.cl.cold

progressive imperfective

____daak nastan

it is beginning to (precipitate)

__daak na-s-Vtan
(precipitation) fall-(down) na-conj.cl.Vprecipitate

progressive imperfective

yaa kundagwas’

the weather is getting foggy

kei ku-na-da-Vgwés’
up [areal].na-conj.cl.vfoggy

progressive imperfective

yei ayandateen

the weather it is getting windy

yaa a-ya-na-da-Vtee-n

along [areal].na-conj.cl.vVwindy/stormy.(progressive)

tléix’ handid ka déix




kaa man: person
l_(() ok box
ko Ol_( cellar; pit
éel_< beach

tléix’ handid ka nas’k
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Sh a al_( driftwood

tékl hammer

l ékt bentwood box

yak'éi

good, fine

ya-vkéi
cl.vfine

tléix’ handid ka daax’oon




gaach rug
guwakaan peacemater

gé)_( rabbit
lugw éinaa hankerchief

tléix’ handid ka keijin
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s’aaw

dungeness crab

s'éex’at shrimp
S’],X’ dish
us’aa soap

tléix’ handid ka tleidooshu




laundry

tas daaneis’i

wax for sewing

chaas’ e
té 0 S’ shark

tléix’ handid ka daxadooshu
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nées sea urchin

S’isaa cloth
t’éa ké floor
kanat’a blueberry

tléix’ handid ka nas’gadooshu




xit'aa broom
xut'aa adze

sit’ glacier
dleey meat

tléix’ handid ka gooshuk
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dleit géedi

snowstorm

yikdlaa

spark from a fire

aas daagaadli

tree fungus

aas dlagwaa

peavey
(logging tool)

tléix’ handid ka jinkaat




