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Summary

This document consists of lecture notes for the first half of the “Tlingitology” seminar at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia from 1 May through 11 May 2012, taught by James A. Crippen.! The lectures
covered the social and documentary background of the Tlingit language, essentials of the segmen-
tal and tonal phonology, most of the noun morphology, and the basic lexical and morphological
infrastructure of the verbal system. Some simple syntactic phenomena were also presented. These
notes have been expanded from the lectures, including more examples, extensive citations from
previous publications, and discussion of a few more topics that were neglected for various reasons.
These notes cover enough of the language for a linguist to start analyzing most Tlingit sentences.
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1. BACKGROUND

* Name: English Tlingit [kl kit/ ~ /'klm git/; Tlingit Lingit /fin kit/ ‘Tlingit) from lingit ‘person, human’
- Historical Relationship: Na-Dene (Athabaskan-Eyak-Tlingit) family (see sec. 6.2 on p. 72)
— tree: [Na—Dene Thnglt [Ath.nyak E}’ak [Dene [Northern Ahtna ] [Paciﬁc Coast Hupa ] [Southern Navajo ]]]]
— Tlingit is phonologically closer to Eyak, but shows evidence of long contact with Dene (Athabaskan) Igs.
- Place: spoken in most of Southeast Alaska; also Atlin BC, Carcross, Tagish, and Teslin YT
— most Tlingit speakers today are in Juneau AK, Sitka AK, and Whitehorse YT
+ Situation: circa 200 fluent speakers (excluding semi-speakers, learners, etc.), all are also fluent in English
— still used in daily conversation by many; frequent ceremonial use by L1 and L2 speakers
— literacy in Tlingit is rare though English literacy is nearly universal
— attitude is positive but support is limited, see Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 1998a; Dauenhauer 2005
— maybe 15-20 advanced learners with conversational fluency, including 5-10 very advanced learners who
can understand most of the verb conjugations and can transcribe and translate into English
- Languge contact: pre-European contact with Eyak, Ahtna, Southern Tutchone, Tagish, Tahltan, Kaska, Nisga’a,
Coast Tsimshian, Haida; post-European contact with Russian, Chinook Jargon, English _
— borrowings from Tlingit into other languages are fairly widespread
— borrowings from Dene (Athabaskan) into Tlingit are somewhat common, but many are not from any
currently identifiable language (i.e. not modern neighbours)

pre-European borrowings from other languages are very sparse in the Tlingit lexicon
small Russian vocabulary, larger Chinook Jargon vocabulary, increasing English vocabulary
* Culture: Northern Northwest Coast, similar to Haida, Nisga’a, & Coast Tsimshian
— population is quite large: circa 25,000 people today in both countries
— Coastal Tlingit have a typical rainforest subsistence, Inland Tlingit have a boreal forest subsistence like
and probably adapted from Dene (Athabaskan) neighbours
— firmly matrilineal, patriline is acknowledged and used ritually
- English last names are patrilineal, hence represent paternal families and not matriline

- names and status are typically inherited but not predestined
- bloodline is less emphasized than among Haida and Tsimshianic cultures
— two moieties: Raven (Laayineid() and Wolf/Eagle (no single native name)
— each moiety encompasses maybe 30 clans each, clan is primary identity (not moiety)
- English ‘clan names’ are the primary crest of the clan: ‘Beaver clan’ vs. Deisheetaan ‘people of the
house at the end of the trail’ (dei-shu-hit-taan ‘trail-end-house-group’)
— kwdan is a geopolitical unit composed of clans that reside in a particular area, e.g. Shtax’héen Kwdan
‘Stikine people’ resident in Wrangell and its vicinity
- Raven clans: Kiks.ddi, Teeyhittaan, Kaach.ddi, Taalkweidi, Kaasx'agweidi
- Wolf/Eagle clans: Naanyaa.aayi, S’iknax.ddi, Kayaashkiditaan, Xook’eid{
— basic Tlingit identification is: name(s), clan, father’s clan (yddi ‘child of’), kwaan
= Dzéiwsh (Gaanyaa) James A. Crippen, Deisheetaan clan, S’iknax.ddi yddi, Shtax'héen Kwdan
- Keixwnéi Nora Marks Dauenhauer, Lukaax.ddi clan, Chookaneidi yddi, Xunaa Shaawu?
- atleast a person’s primary Tlingit name & clan should be mentioned in publication and archival
* Current linguists: Jeff Leer, Keri (née Edwards) Eggleston, Alice Taff, Seth Cable, James A. Crippen

2. People from Xunaa Hoonah usually describe themselves as Xunaa Kdaawu ‘Man of Hoonah’ or Xunaa Shdawu “‘Woman of Hoonah'
rather than members of a Xunaa Kwdan. Their kwaan homeland is Glacier Bay which is now a National Park that they are largely
excluded from. They moved to Hoonah just before European contact due to glacial expansion covering all of Glacier Bay.
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2. LANGUAGE MATERIALS

» Linguistic description and analysis

Veniaminov 1846 — first attempt at Tlingit grammar description, an applaudable effort
Kelly & Willard 1905 — weird but good transcription, poor analysis, interesting examples
Swanton 1911 — poor analysis, messy and inaccurate but consistent transcription, useful mostly for
interesting example data; some of his consultants retained j /uj/ which he wrote asy
Boas 1917 — good transcription, first to document tone correctly, retranscribes some of Swanton 1911,
useful insights, incomplete understanding of verb but excellent work on noun; primary consultant was
Stoowukda Louis Shotridge from Chilkat (Jilkdat) kwaan so some dialect-specific phonological oddities
Story 1966 — basic morphology, first person to ‘get’ the verb, uses tagmemics; beware of confusing tone
representation on suffixes, excludes object prefixes and other leftward elements from verb word and
incorrectly considers all object prefixes to be actual object NPs
Naish 1966 — basic syntax, useful insights, uses tagmemics; caveats as for Story 1966, wrong about
relative (‘attributive’) clause position in DP, beware various misleading misnomers (e.g. ‘demonstrative’
for determiners yd, hé, wé, yit)

- Naish and Story established much of the descriptive terminology for Tlingit, and weight of tradition

can be difficult to overcome despite terminological mislabelling

De Wolf 1977 — segment, tone, and word phonology in an SPE-style framework; apparently only from
textual data, didn’t understand j despite Swanton’s and Boas’s comments
Leer 1991 — essential reference; PhD diss on verb morphosemantics, sketches phonology and syntax, very
detailed morphophonology, comprehensive analysis of verb forms; poorly edited & difficult reading,
uses autolexical syntax combined with Leer’s idiosyncratic analysis, often uses constructed examples
not matching any particular dialect, transcription is ‘combined’ from all dialects to become essentially
an internal reconstruction of Pre-Tlingit; beware of abrupt unexplained changes in terminology and
analysis due to poor editing
Leer misc. — 1989 directionals, 1990 pronouns & verb pronominal prefixes, 1990 consonant alternations,
2000 irrealis, 2001 tone; many unpublished manuscripts in the Alaska Native Language Archive (ANLA)
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF), see http://www.uaf.edu/anla/collections/tlingit/list/; beware
varying terminology & transcription depending on year and phase of the moon
Maddieson, Smith, & Bessell 2001 — instrumental phonetics of Tlingit, verifies ejective fricatives; only
represents typical Northern Tlingit speakers from Juneau, Hoonah, Sitka; based mostly on nouns and
other non-verbs, does not address any phrasal phenomena, some calibration problems
Cable 2006 — verb prefix phonology in OT (originally a PhD qualifying paper), prefix contraction results
from syncope; lacks a real feature theory, assumes nonexistence of default vowels; major step forward
but needs revisiting
Cable 2010c — wh-phrase syntax (originally his PhD dissertation), documents mandatory wh-fronting,
treats Q particle sd as a phrasal head of QP accounting for pied-piping effects; intentionally sketchy on
other syntactic details
Cable, Crippen — numerous unpublished manuscripts and handouts from talks (like this one)

- Lexicography

Boas 1917 — includes lexicon compiled from concordance of Boas’s & Swanton’s notes

Naish & Story 1963; Naish, Story, et al. 1976 — original noun dictionary; earlier edition in old orthography,
both editions have several bad typos such as s’aks for sdks ‘bow (weapon)’; some slightly extended
versions also in circulation


http://www.uaf.edu/anla/collections/tlingit/list/
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— Story & Naish 1973 — verb dictionary; essential reference
- largest published collection of verb themes
- excellent source of example sentences
- lacks documentation of verb ephemera (conj. class, theme category, impfv. type, etc.)
- some mistakes in vowel length in the verb prefixes, cf. Story 1966 & Naish 1966
- weird tone marking system: high tone suffix vowels are usually unmarked, low VV indicates stressed
long low vowel, cf. Story 1966 & Naish 1966
— Leer, Hitch, & Ritter 2001 — noun dictionary of Inland Tlingit dialect, largest noun coverage
- uses Yukon Native Language Centre (YNLC) orthography
- includes vocabulary unknown on the coast, conversely lacks some coastal vocabulary
— Edwards 2009 — new dictionary of verbs & nouns; essential reference
- first published dictionary to document verb ephemera usefully
- less coverage of verb themes than Story & Naish 1973
- online: http://www.sealaskaheritage.org/programs/Language%20Resources/Tlingit_dictionary_web.pdf
- Keri Eggleston (née Edwards) also has an ongoing ‘500 Conjugated Verbs'-type project from the
same work: http://www.goldbeltheritage.org/verbs/verbs/tlingit/1
* Archived documentary materials at ANLA by Leer: http://www.uaf.edu/anla/collections/tlingit/list/
— field notes 1965—200x
stem list manuscript, 1978, circa go pages
verb theme catalogue manuscript, 1975, circa 9oo pages
root and stem catalogue manuscript, 1973, circa 5000 pages
Tongass Tlingit documentation (1973-1976)
- audio materials — Tlingit rejoices in a comparatively huge amount of audio available for research
— Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer collection: over 1000 hours, nearly all has been digitized
- mostly narrative and oratory, some singing, occasional conversation
- copies available at University of Alaska Southeast (UAS, Juneau), Sealaska Heritage Institute (SHI,
Juneau), and eventually also ANLA (Fairbanks) and Yukon College (Whitehorse)
- James A. Crippen has perhaps Y4 or 5 copied in his possession
— maybe 20 hours of digital video of conversations recently recorded by Alice Taff at uas
— perhaps 100 hours recorded by Leer at ANLA, some digitized
— atleast 10 hours of video also recorded by Leer at ANLA, not digitized
— perhaps 30 hours from Sitka Native Education Program (sNEp), digitized
— perhaps 20 hours in Forrest DeWitt collection (James A. Crippen, curator), some digitized
— unknown amount from Sheldon Jackson College collection, some digitized
— unknown but fairly large amount in various personal collections
— less than one percent of recorded Tlingit has been transcribed, even less has been translated
- Easily available texts
— early sources: Swanton 1909, Boas 1917, Velten 1939, Velten 1944
— modern sources: Gospel of John (Anonymous 1969); Story 1972; Watson 1973; Dauenhauer 1974; Williams,
Williams, & Leer 1978 (sole published Tongass dialect source); Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 1981;
Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 1987, 1990; Dauenhauer 1981; Nyman & Leer 1993; Story 1995; Dauenhauer
& Dauenhauer 1998b; Dauenhauer, Dauenhauer, & Black 2008; Crippen & DeWitt m.s.; Crippen &
Kadashan m.s.; Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer m.s. forthcoming (Raven stories)
— the most important are Williams, Williams, & Leer 1978; Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 1987, 1990; Nyman
& Leer 1993; Dauenhauer, Dauenhauer, & Black 2008


http://www.sealaskaheritage.org/programs/Language%20Resources/Tlingit_dictionary_web.pdf
http://www.goldbeltheritage.org/verbs/verbs/tlingit/1
http://www.uaf.edu/anla/collections/tlingit/list/
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3. SEGMENTAL AND TONAL PHONOLOGY

In this section I first present the consonants, then the vowels, then dialects and variation, then syllables, and
finally tonology. There remains much to be done but the basic phenomena are fairly well documented.

- Consonants
— maximum of 48 consonants, minimum of 42
— usually no labial consonants (assuming that /w/ is velar), though dialectal /m/ and borrowed /p, f/
— three way laryngeal distinction: unaspirated /C/, aspirated /Ch/, ejective /C’/
- aspiration has a remarkably long VOT, almost as long as Navajo
- ejectives are ‘strong’ or ‘fortis’, with the ejective pressure quite high, and with glottal opening just
after the release; Tlingit ejectives are loud and noisy
— unaspirated consonants are orthographically ‘voiced’ but aren't: d{ /t}/ + */dl/ or */dlz/ or whatever
— only sonorants /n, w, j/ are voiced, also dialectal /uj, 1, m/
— since /1/ is lacking in most dialects, orthographic [ = /4/, and [ = /1/3
— large inventory of ejective fricatives /s’, ¥, X', x'%, ¥, ¥’/ (orthographically s’, £, x’, x'w, x’, x'w)
- these are real ejectives, see Maddieson, Smith, & Bessell 2001
— ejective consonants are almost always distinguished from /C?/ sequences, exceptions are purely lexical
(also often dialectal)
— the voiced velar approximant ‘gamma’ j /uy/ is recently extinct
- really an approximant, not a fricative /y/ despite the name
- documented and recorded among speakers up until the 1970s
- split-merged with w /w/ in rounded environments, and with y /j/ elsewhere: j > w/[lab] ; y
= 50 J now appears as either y or w, but y and w themselves still do not vary, thus j is retained in the
morphophonology to represent the unpredictable but systematic y ~ w variation:
» e.g.yd ‘face’ vs. ti ‘mind’ + yd ‘face’ - tuwd ‘face of mind,, so jid ‘face’ instead of yd
- Swanton wrote y, Boas & De Laguna followed him; Leer used to use y, y, or ¥ before switching to j;
19th century documents often have r, g, or Cyrillic z /g/ reflecting j (note Ru. dial. z /y/)
— only posterior consonants (velar, uvular, glottal) can be rounded /C*/
- since w is the rounded counterpart of jj, w is then velar and not labial
- /?¥/ and /h"/ seem to be idiolectal today, people who lack them only have /?/ and /h/ glottals
» ana.wéini [?ana?vé:ni'/ ‘if he buys it’ vs. ana.éini [?ana?é:ni‘/ ‘if he buys it’; verb root Vu ‘buy’
— rounding is obligatory next to rounded vowels: /uk/ = /uk¥/ = [uk¥] = [uk]; /ku/ = /k"u/ = [k"u] = [ku]
- non-rounded consonants are used orthographically: kéok ‘box’ [khwi:qv]
— uvular consonants are represented with an underscore diacritic in the Coastal orthography
- thus k /q®/, k'w [qQ¥],x" [X], g lal, gw Iq*], etc.
- underscore diacritic is represented in Unicode with U+0331 COMBINING MACRON BELOW
- YNLC orthography uses velar C + h: kh [qP/, kh'w |q™], xh’ [X'], gh |q/, ghw |q¥], etc.
= Email orthography (used in email, on Facebook, etc.) also uses C + /4 for uvulars
— glottal stops are represented orthographically as. (period)
= wutudzi.aan [wuthutsi?a:n/ ‘we settled; we made a town’
- glottal stops are not written word-initially: aan /?am/ ‘land, town’
= period. is used rather than apostrophe ’ because /C?/ clusters can occur, so ’ would be confused
with ejectives: Luljini [¥20dtfini*/ ‘vest’ (lit. ‘armless’) = Luljini /¥0djini’/ (not a word)

3. The YNLC orthography has ¢ = /4/ and [ = /1/. This is because Inland Tlingit has loans with /l/ from Dene languages.
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- period also used to separate erroneous clusters orthographically: yei nas.héin [jénashém/ ‘it is
floating down'’ versus yaa anashéin [ja:?anafé:m/ ‘it is barking along at it’
— meisrestricted to Carcross, Tagish, and some Teslin speakers in the Yukon
- at first I thought it was a borrowing from Dene, e.g. jimasasée ‘yellow warbler'+
- but it appears in basic vocabulary: mda ‘how’ for Coastal wda ‘how’
- also in some morphology, e.g. amsikéo ‘he knows it’ vs. Coastal awsikéo
- among Chilkat speakers, the same perfective morpheme realization is often [W]: [2&W.sr'kPu:]
= so probably m > w < w merger somewhat recently arising except in the Yukon
— afew very old speakers from different Northern Tlingit towns were recorded with [1] instead of /n/ (this
is the voiced lateral approximant like in English /Iift/, not the voiced fricative [13])
- represented as n in the Coastal orthography when needed, phonologically still sort sort of like [n]
= people who had [1] were from towns where other people had /n/
- the same sound change happened in Eyak: Proto-Athabaskan-Eyak *n > Eyak [
— occasional partial or complete denasalization of n —» [d], [d]
- Vowels
— small vowel inventory: /a, e, i, u/; very rare paraphonemic /o/ in a few interjections e.g. 46 hd! [h6 ho/
‘indeed! and in some borrowings e.g. Jéono /t[a:no/ Juneaw’
— contrastive length /V/vs. /V:/ in all dialects
- suprasegmentals other than length are dialect-depdendent, see dialect discussion below
= Northern Tlingit has low and high tone contrasting on both vowel lengths with all qualities
— long vowels are probably bimoraic, phonetically maybe 1.5x ~ 2x short vowel length
— short vowels were earlier (through Naish & Story) thought to be lax
- so [as}—[a], [es}—e], [ir]—[1], [w]—To]
- but really short vowels vary in quality all over the place, so /a/ = [a], [a], [3], [a], etc.
» someone needs to investigate all the phonetic variation in context
- Maddieson, Smith, & Bessell (2001) show that length is the primary distinction, not quality
— Coastal orthography represents long vowels with Englishy digraphs: ee /1:/, ei /e:/, 00 [0z/, aa [a:/
- short vowels are monographs i /i/, e /¢/,u [u/, a [a/
- low tone is unindicated, high tone has an acute accent { /i/, only on first graph of a digraph ée /i:/
— Email orthography follows Coastal orthography for vowels
— YNLC orthography combines length and tone as a single diacritic: a /a:/, d /a:/, vs.a [a/, d /a/
- this system is not used at all outside of the Yukon, and is losing ground there too
— rounding spread
- high front vowels can be rounded next to labialized consonants
- roughly /ik¥/ - [uk¥]; /kvi/ - [kwu]
- happens more often further north, so some words are rephonologized:
> gwit [kvit/ ‘dime’ - gt [k™at/ in Angoon, Sitka, Juneau, etc.
> néekw [nitk¥/ ‘sickness’ > néok /ni:k™/ in Haines, Yakutat
— uvular lowering
= high front vowels next to uvulars undergo some phonetic adjustment
- roughly /i:q/ - [i1q]; /qi:/ - [qui]
- this has been phonologized as /i/ - /e/ around uvulars in much of Northern Tlingit
- thus eek [?i:q/ ‘copper’ - eik [?¢:q/ and geey /qi:j/ ‘bay’ — geiy /qé:j/ in e.g. Hoonah, Haines, Yakutat

4. Dendroica petechia aestiva Gmelin 1789.
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— variable length
- atleast in Northern Tlingit, some vowels can be freely either short or long
- Irepresent variable length vowels with a ‘half-long’ mark: /V-/
- some speakers always have variable length as long, some always short, most have both
- most variable length vowels are word-final, so this is probably final vowel shortening
- but some variable length vowels are not word-final: yiwdan ~ yeewdan [ji-wam/ ‘you (pl.)’
- it is probably not coincidental that many variable length vowels in Northern are fading vowels in
Tongass (e.g. jihwaan [wjiwain/), but the exact reasons for this are still unclear
- not all word-final vowels have variable length, some are only long and some are only short
> variable length: aan-dé [?amnté-/ ‘toward town), [Pamté] ~ [?amnté:]
> only long: aan-gda [?ainqa:/ ‘near town, [?a:nqa:], *[?ainqa]
> only short: aan-kd [?amkb4/ ‘surface of town, [?amkhd], *[?a:nkha:]
- the orthographies used to represent variable vowels as long, but now they are usually written short
» non-final variable vowels are written as pronounced by the writer or transcribed speaker, so
e.g. both ndoch and nich are frequent forms of the habitual postverbal auxiliary (§5.10)
» final variable vowels are now usually written short but long ones are common; long often
reflects actual pronunciation, but sometimes just arbitrary variation or habit by the writer
- Dialects
— dialect variation is almost all phonological and morphophonological, plus assorted lexical stuff
— speaker comprehension of other dialects is very good even with no prior exposure
— three basic dialects: Tongass, Southern, Northern
— Tongass Tlingit ()
- recorded by Leer from the last two speakers (a married couple) in the 1970s
= no acoustic analysis of recordings has ever been done, fun phonetic work awaits
- retained yj, clearly recorded as /u/
- toneless, had four-way vowel system instead: short /V/, long /V:/, glottalized /V?/, fading® /V}/
> long, glottalized, and fading are all roughly the same temporal length, clearly longer than the
short vowel, and probably bimoraic
> fading /VP/ was usually realized as something like [VV], [VA], or [Vh]; it is mostly cognate with
Northern & Southern /Vz/
> glottalized /V?®/ almost always realized as [V?] or [V?]; mostly cognate with Southern /VV/ and
often with Northern /V:/
> long /V:/ mostly cognate Southern /V:/ and often with Northern /V:/
> short /V/ cognate with both Northern and Southern /V/ and /V/ depending on environment
> fading and glottalized vowels can ‘leak’ onto following sonorants, so something like /CV°R/ -
[CV:R?] and /CVPR/ - [CV:R]; needs some acoustic analysis
> there seem to be some interesting metrical phenomena, needs work
— Southern Tlingit (almost extinct!)
= description in introduction of Williams, Williams, & Leer 1978; some more in Leer 2001;
- very little published data available; some of audio recordings but almost none are transcribed
- pressing need to do phonology on this dialect while there are still a couple of speakers alive

5. Leer usually transcribes V' for the glottalized vowel symbol and V* for the fading one. I find these hard to distinguish, so I use
Vh for the fading one instead. Leer used the Englishy long vowels of the Coastal orthography along with “ or * for orthographic
representation of Tongass Tlingit, but I use *and 4 orthographically because these are again easier to distinguish. Since /h/ cannot
occur in the coda, fading V4 is unambiguous with consonantal /, and since ’ is a property of ejectives, it is also unambiguous.
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= Ireally don't understand the phonological phenomena yet despite listening to a lot of it
= noj at all except in phonetic accidents or occasional imitation of Tongass Tlingit
- less rounding spread than in Northern, and rounding spread is generally not lexicalized
- three tones: high /\7(:) /, low /V(:)/, and falling [VV/
» falling tone is restricted to long vowels
> falling tone is an exact cognate of Tongass /V?/ but also occurs for expected /V:/ before
sonorants: T. jeehwaan [wjiPwain/ and N. yeewdan [ji-wéa:n/ but S. yeewdan [ji:waan/ ‘you pl.
= Leer (2001) thinks that the high tone is default, versus Northern default low
- stressed long low vowels are typically ‘more’ low: aandaa [?am'ta:] ‘around town’; long low vowels
also usually exhibit some pitch drop that can be mistaken for falling tone by the unwary: [?am-'ta:|]
- two subdialects: Sanya (Saanyaa [sain.ja:/ ‘southerly’ Kwdan /q"aan/) and Henya (Heinyaa
/hém.ja:/ ‘hitherly’ Kwdan)
> saa [sa:/ ‘southern’ + nijjaa /niwa:/ ‘direction’
> héi [hé | ‘mesioproximal’ + nijaa ‘direction’; this has been reanalyzed as héén /hiin/ ‘water’
+ niyaa ‘direction’ via reduction of ei to e and thence confusion with i: Heinyaa > Henyaa
/hén.ja:/ > Hinyaa [hin.ja:/ > Heenyaa [hi:n.ja:/
- different verb prefix contraction patterns in each subdialect, both more similar to Tongass
> N. wutuwajdk [wi.thiwa.tfaq] ‘we killed it’
» S.wutwdjak [wut.wa.tfaq] ‘we killed it’
» H. wutwajak [wat.wa.tfaq] ‘we killed it’
> T. wutwajak [wut.wa.tfaq] ‘we killed it’
— Northern Tlingit
- only two tones /V(:)/ and /V(:)/; just recently lost  /w/
= three subdialects: Transitional, Inland, Greater Northern
- Transitional (Wrangell, Kake) has some Southern-like features, largely undocumented
= Inland (Atlin, Teslin, Carcross, Tagish) has partial(?) merger of /a/ and /e/ (not long vowels), use of
/1] in Dene loans, use of /m/ except in Atlin; fairly well documented by Leer
- Greater Northern: Tlingit everywhere else, spoken by the vast majority today
> further north = more rounding spread and uvular lowering
> Chilkat (Haines, Klukwan, Skagway) has some Inland-like features such as [W] for Inland /m/
> Angoon has some Transitional-like speakers
» Gulf Coast (Yakutat, Dry Bay) has some minor Eyak contact effects, retained j until very
recently, and has a few other peculiarities different from e.g. Juneau or Sitka
— to distinguish examples, I use a subscript N for Northern, T for Tongass, and S for Southern, or S for
Sanya versus H for Henya; I occasionally also use R for Transitional, I for Inland, C for Chilkat, and G for
Gulf Coast (Yakutat, Dry Bay), and when these are used N indicates all other Northern besides (see also
section 6.1 on page 70)
- geehyr~ geeyspi~ geiyn‘bay’: geehy in Tongass, geey in Southern, Transitional Northern, and Inland
Northern, and geiy in all other Northern Tlingit
- Syllables '
— basic syllable is CV or CVC; V and VC are either resyllabified or a prothetic /?/ is used word-initially
— the most complex coda is probably ...VCCC: s'aakx’x /s’a:qx’y/ ‘of bones’
- these are usually rescued with an epenthetic vowel /i/ (/u/ if rounded), for example ¢s’itskwx’
[ts'itskwx’/ ‘little birds’ - ts'itsgux’ [ts'Tts.k"iux'V]
- ...VCC codas are not uncommon: tdakl /thaql/ ‘hammer’, nds’k /nas’k/ ‘three’

10
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— the most complex onset is probably CCV...: chxdnk’ [t[hyank’/ ‘grandkid’, skdok [skMa:q/ ‘cough’, kkwagdot
[khqhwaku:t/ ‘T will go’, kwshé [khw[é/ ‘maybe’
— coda consonants cannot be aspirated
- they are orthographically written aspirated due to the Anglocentric bias of linguists!
- all consonants must be released in careful speech
- but linguists heard the coda release burst with subsequent silence as aspiration
- Maddieson, Smith, & Bessell (2001) showed that this burst was the same as unaspirated stops in
onsets, and the onset aspiration burst was considerably longer
— glottal consonants /h, ?, h%, ?*/ (h, ., hw, .w) cannot occur in the coda — historically this is probably due
to the glottalized and fading vowel phonation types blocking glottal consonants in the coda
— anterior nonejective fricatives /s, [, 4/ (s, sh, [) can be syllables for some people
= Lushk’é [Yufk’é/ ‘badness, sin’ - [$2u[k’é] or [L.2u[k'é]
- desshil.at [tes[?id?at/ ‘they're already lying down’ - [te:s.[?14.74t] or [te:s.[?id.?at] or [te:s[.21d.?4t]
- saawajak [s?azwat[aq/ ‘they killed it’ —» [s?a:.wa.tfaq] or [s.?ar.wa.tfaq]
— there is stress in all dialects, but it is poorly documented and so needs serious phonological research
- Leer (1991, 2001) attributes the development of tone as partly due to stress, particularly Tongass /V:/
- Northern /V:/ & Southern /V:/ ~ /[VVR/
metrical phonology is wide open, though Cable (2006) provides a place to start within the verb
there’s much more to be said about syllable structure, especially with an autosegmental featural analysis
* Tonology (Northern Tlingit dialect)
— I'don’t understand Southern Tlingit tonology so I won't address it here
— Northern Tlingit has high /V/ and low /V/ tones
— the low tone is unwritten, so Vand V
— noun compounding exhibits the simplest tonological phenomenon
= high tones are neutralized to low except for the last root (head noun) in a compound:
> i [40] ‘mose’ + tu [tMi/ ‘inside’ + xix’ [X'Gx’/ ‘membrane’ - [utux’ix’ [H.thuxx’] ‘nasal

membrane’
- low tone never goes high, so this is neutralization not OCP:
> aan [?amn/ ‘town’ + daa [ta:/ ‘around’ - aandaa [?a:n.ta:] ‘around town; exurbs’
- tone neutralization doesn't care about length:
> ddak [ta:q/ ‘inland (dir.)’ + kd /kP4/ ‘horizontal surface’ - daakkd [ta:q.kP4] ‘inland (area)’
- compounding may also reduce long vowels, but it’s sort of unpredictable
> Dakkd [taq.kP4] ‘Inland (Tlingit)’
> there are probably rules, but nobody’s documented them yet
— CV(:) suffixes on nouns exhibit tone alternation
= aan [?am/ ‘town’ + -dé [-té'] ‘toward’ » aandé [?amn.té'] ‘toward town’
= hit ‘house’ /hit/ + -dé /-té/ ‘toward’ - hitde [hit.te'] ‘toward the house’
= aan [?am/ + -gda [-qa:/ ‘for, around’ » aangda [?a:n.qa:] ‘around town’
= hit [hit/ + -gci_a /-qé:/ ‘for, around’ - /z[tgaa_[hit.qé:] ‘around the house’
— but CVC suffixes do not exhibit tone alternation
= aan [fam/ + -ddx [-tay/ ‘from’ > aanddx [?a:n.tay] ‘away from town’
= hit /hit/ + -ddx [-tay/ ‘from’ - hitddx [hit.tay] ‘away from the house’
» Naish & Story perversely wrote this as Aitdax because the high tone is predictable in CVC
suffixes after a high tone root; their practice has been abandoned because it is too confusing,
but beware Story & Naish 1973, etc.

11
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— the possessive suffix -jii exhibits rounding spread as well as tone alternation
- we know that it is -ji’ and not -y because speakers retaining j used that and not y when the suffix
was not in a rounding environment (recall that y never undergoes rounding, but j usually does)

» Leer’s reason for using -ji rather than just -/ is that y vs. w insertion is predictable in Northern
Tlingit, but y glide insertion for hiatus avoidance in Tongass and other dialects retaining y is
unpredictable

» in fact, Tongass always inserts j for hiatus avoidance in unrounded contexts, and never inserts
y anywhere, so if  is a default glide for insertion then it need not be lexically specified

» we could thus say - instead, but tradition prevails so far

= ax ‘my’ + saa ‘name’ + -jii PSS —» ax saayi®

= ax ‘my’ + da ‘lake’ + -jii PSS - ax dayi

= ax ‘my’ + aan ‘town’ + -jii PSS - ax aan{

= ax ‘my’ + xdak ‘bivalve shell’ + - PSS - ax xdagi

» as previously noted the ‘voicing’ here is purely orthographic because coda stops are unaspirated
but written aspirated; thus the £ is resyllabified into the onset and hence must be written
‘voiced, i.e. [xaik/ xaak + [-wi*/ yi - [xarki'] xaagi # [xar.kMi ] xaaki

» we can probably blame Boas for this originally, but Naish & Story perpetuated it

= ax ‘my’ + gishoo ‘pig’ + -Jii{ PSS —» ax gishoowi
= ax ‘my’ + wanaddo ‘sheep’ + -Jii PSS - ax wanaddéowu
- ax ‘my’ +yaakw ‘boat’ + -Jii PSS - ax yaagu
- ax ‘my’ + ndakw ‘medicine’ + -Jii PSS > ax ndagu
— tone has a significant distribution in verbs
- all ‘conjunct’ prefixes (those closer to the root) have low tone, except for a few incorporated nouns
(which are fairly far from the root anyway)
> wutuwajdak [withi.wa.tfaq] < 0-ju-tu-ja-jak ‘we killed it
> *wutuwdjak, *wituwajdk, etc.; no other tone patterns are possible
- ‘disjunct’ prefixes (those which are very far leftward) may or may not have high tone

> gunéi wutuwa.dt [qu.né:lwu.thiwa.?at] ~ gunéi wtuwa.dt [qu.né:w]|thu.wa.?at] (gunéi= ~

_gunay'é[= ‘start, begin’ inceptive preverb) ‘we began going’ _
— some words (lexically specified?) ending in CV (mostly) syllables undergo some peculiar alternations
= d third person nonhuman ‘it’ 3.N

> d'it’ + -CV... (any CV or CVC noun suffix) - aaCV... (aahCV...t)
* d +-dé ‘toward’ (allative) » aadé ‘toward it’; *ddé, *adé, *dde
* d + -dax ‘from’ (ablative) - aaddx ‘from it’; *dddx, *addx, **ddax
» versus d + =ydx (similative) - d ydx, aydx

> d'it’ + -C (any C noun suffix) > dC (aCr)
»d+-x’‘at’ - dx’ ‘atit’; *aax’, *ax’
» d + -x ‘of’ - dx ‘of it’; *aax, *ax

» d'it’ + -"‘at’ (locative allomorph of -x’) > Northern da ‘at it, Southern da, Tongass aa’

> d'it’ + -n ‘with’ (instrumental) -» aan (aahnr)

- —ka ‘horizontal surface, —jid ‘vertical surface’ behave the same as d ‘it’ 3.N, except that occurrence
with -n is impossible (=ee-n is used instead)
- the d focus particle as found in dwé, dyd, dsé, etc. does not behave the same

6. This would be ax saahji in Tongass Tlingit, or ax saaji for Northern speakers with j.

12
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= xdt first person singular independent pronoun is similar except for its bare form
> xdt + -dé ‘toward’ (allative) - xaadé; *xdtdé, *xatdé, *xdade
» xdt +-x’‘at’ (locative) - xdax’; *xdtx’, *xaax’
» xat + -n ‘with’ (instrumental) - xaan (xaahnr); *xdan (*xdtn since sonorants can't follow
nonsonorants in codas)
» xdt + -’ ‘at’ (locative allomorph) - xday, xdas, xaa’r; *xaa (*xdt’ since -’ can’t occur with codas)
> the alternative to suffing on xdt is ax=ee which involves =ee next
- =ee meaningless base for postpositional attachment
> most pronouns use this base for postpositions, the exceptions are third person nonhuman d
‘it’ given above, first person singular xdt given above, indefinite human kaa (which behaves
predictably), and the rare third person human u (the majority use du=ee nowadays)
> =ee +-CV.. » =eeCV..
» =ee + -C - =éeC or sometimes =eeC, needs more work
> =ee + -n - =éeny, =6éns, =eehny
> =ee + - - =éey, =€eg, =ee’r
- —jee ‘possession’ relational noun
> —jee +-CV.. » —jeeCV..
> —jee +-C - —jéeC
> —jee + -’ > —jéey, —jéés (Tongass unknown)
» —jee cannot occur with -n
- —tu ‘inside’ relational noun
> —tii + -CV.. > —tooCV...
> —tu +-C - —tooC
» —tu + -n > —tdony, —téong (Tongass unknown)
> —til + -’ > —tooy, —t60g, —to0’t
- there are probably a few others that behave similarly, but I haven’t hunted for them

4. NOUNS

* nouns are mostly monosyllabic but can be compounded as already shown
— there are some undecomposable polysyllabic nouns, e.g. néegwal’ ‘paint), ts’axweil ‘crow’
— but most polysyllabic nouns are either compounds or are derived from verbs
* noun template
— Noun + Plural/Diminutive + Possessive + Case
= plural and diminutive are mutually exclusive

(1) a. ax hitx'idé b. ax hitk'idé
ax hit-x'-yi-dé ax hit-k’-yi-dé
18G.PSS house-PL-PSS-ALL 18G.PSS house-DIM-PSS-ALL
‘toward my houses’ ‘toward my dear house’

c. *ax hitx'-k’-ji-dé
d. *ax hit-k'-x-yi-dé

- diminutive plurals instead use a special construction N-x’=sdani

13
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(2) ax hitx’i sdani
ax hit-x'-yi=saani
1SG.Pss house-PL-PSS=DIM
‘my dear houses’

- the =sdani is analyzed as a clitic because it may cause tone neutralization similar to noun
compounds: ax hitx’i sdani
> the plural suffix precedes the nominalization suffix on verbs: yéi jinéiyi ‘worker’ + -x’ PL — yéi
jinéix’i ‘workers’; ax yéi jinéix’iy( ‘my workers’
- at least the diminutive and plural suffixes cause lengthening of final short vowels
> té ‘stone’ + -k’ DIM — téik’ ‘little stone’; shi ‘song’ + -x’ PL > shéex’
* possession and alienability
— two basic kinds of nouns: alienable and inalienable
— alienable nouns can exist without a possessor, and if possessed they have the possessive suffix -jii
= hit ‘house’; ax hidi < ax ‘my’ + hit ‘house’ + -Jii PSS
— inalienable nouns cannot exist without a possessor, and do not have the possessive suffix
= axjin ‘my hand’ « ax ‘my’ + —jin ‘hand’
= *jin ‘hand’; kaa jin ‘someone’s hand; a human’s hand’
— inalienable nouns are indicated with an initial en-dash or two hyphens: —jin, --jin
— inalienable nouns are mostly body parts, but a large number are ‘relational nouns’ that denote spa-
tiotemporal relationships with their possessor
= ax xdn ‘my vicinity’, du yee ‘beneath him), hasdu xoo ‘among them), a ya.dak ‘space or opportunity
for it, a wanyda ‘apart from it, a daakashi ‘to its detriment; portending ill for it ...
- relational nouns are often compounded: du wakshuwadaa ‘avoidance of his vision’ < —-waak ‘eye’ +
—shi ‘tip, end’ + —jid ‘face, vertical surface’ + -daa ‘around’
— inalienable nouns can be alienated by addition of the possessive suffix; in such cases, body parts are
severed from their host body
= xoots jin ‘brown bear’s paw’
= xdots jini ‘a brown bear paw’ « xdots ‘brown bear’ + —jin ‘paw’ + -jii PSS
- this structure is, as can be seen by the translations, roughly the opposite of English possessives
* postpositions ~ case suffixes
— the ergative is a grammatical case suffix, the rest are all positional/locative
— syntactically, all case suffixes and postpositions are heads of PPs (except the ergative)
— some are true suffixes, others seem to be clitics or independent words, at least one is both?
— only one is possible for a given noun, there is no stacking regardless of phonological differences
— inventory:
= -ch ergative ERG: subject of transitive verb

(3) ax tlaach ax éesh asixan
ax tlda-ch ax éesh  a-0-0-si-Vxan-j
18G.psS mother-ERG 1SG.Pss father 3.0-ZCNJ-3.8-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vlove-VAR
my  mother-suB] my father she.love.MPFv.him

‘my mother loves my father’, *my father loves my mother’

- -x"locative LOC: at, on, in, by

14
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(4)

Sheet’kax’ has yatee

Sheet'’ka-x' has=0-0-ja-Vti-h

Sitka-LOC ~ PL=3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0, +1]-Vbe-VAR
Sitka-in ~ he.pL.be.IMPFV

‘they are in Sitka’

> the locative has an allomorph -’ which is available (though not mandatory) on words ending in
CV syllables; Tongass realizes this as glottalization, Southern as falling tone (hence also a long
vowel), and Northern as a long vowel with high tone: a kaa’r ~ a kdas ~ a kday, ‘on its horizontal
surface’ with —kay ~ —kdsy ‘horizontal surface’
> thus (4) could also be Sheet’kda has yatee in Northern Tlingit
= -t punctual PNCT: at a point, to a point, around a point

haa  aanit uwagut

haa  aan-ji-t u--ya-Vgut-y

1PL.PSS tOwWn-PSS-PNCT PFV.TEL—?,.S—CL[—D,(D,+I]-\/gO.SG—VAR
our town-to he.go.PFV.TEL

‘he got to our town’
- -x pertingent PERT: contacting, form of, concerning, member of

Kaagwaantaanx has sitee

Kaagwaantaan-x has=0-@-si-V'ti-h
Kaagwaantaan.clan-PERT PL=3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vbe-VAR
Kaagwaantaan.clan-of ~ he.pL.be.member.IMPFV

‘they are of the Kaagwaantaan clan’

= -dé allative ALL: toward, to, until, in the manner of

ya  héende woogoot

ya  héen-dé ju-0-ja-vVgut-h

D.DIST river-ALL PFV-3.8-CL[-D,0,+1]-V/g0.SG-VAR
that river-toward he.go.pFv

‘he went toward that river’

- -dadx ablative ABL: from, out of, due to, after, following

haa aanidax woogoot

haa aan-i-ddx ju-0-ja-Vgut-h

1PL.PSS tOWN-PSS-ABL PFV—g.s—CL[—D,(Z),+1]—\/go.SG—VAR
our town-from he.go.PFv

‘he went from our town’

- -ndx perlative PERL: along, by, via, during, across

ya héennax wookoox
ya héen-nax ju-0-ya-vVkux-h
D.PROX river-PERL PFV-g.s—CL[—D,(Z),+I]—\/go.boat—VAR

this  river-across/along he.go.by.boat/vehicle.prv
‘he boated across/along this river’
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= -gda adessive ADES: around, about, near, for the purpose of

(10) kaaxweigda hoon daakahididé woogoot
kdaxwei-gda hoon=daa-ka-hit-ji-dé ju-0-ja-vVgut-h
coffee-ADES  sale=around-HsFc-house-Pss-ALL PFV-3.8-CL[-D,0,+1]-V/g0.SG-VAR
coffee-for  store-toward he.go.prv

‘he went to the store for coffee’
- -n ~ =een instrumental INSTR: with, using, as soon as

(1) kaashaxashaaeen wé tas aawaxaash
kaashaxdshaa=een wé tas a-ju-0-ya-vxash-h
SCiSSOrS=INST D.MDST thread 3.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D,0,+I]-Vcut-vAR
scissors=with that  thread he.cut.prv.it

‘he cut that thread with scissors’

» since Boas it has been recognized that there is not an entirely clear distinction between the
instrumental (here) and the comitative (following)

> I have found some people who have no distinction between the two, others who have fairly
strong judgements, and some who waffle about their judgements

> the instrumental vs. comitative distinction still needs some real semantics work

- =teen comitative cOM: along with, accompanying
» as mentioned above, it's not entirely clear that this is distinct from -n ~ =een

(12) du  keidliteen woogoot

du  keitl§i=teen ju-0-ja-Vgut-h
3.H.PSS dog-PSS=COM PFV-3.5-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vg0.SG-VAR
his ~ dog=with  he.go.PFv
‘he went with his dog’

= -u locative predicate LocP: verbless locative

> this has largely the same semantics as the locative -x’ but it precludes the use of a verb; it is
thus a verb avoidance tool, similar to the focus particles (dyd, dwé, etc.) being used as copulas

(13) a. ax xanu b. aatlein ddanaa du  jeewu
ax xan-u aatlein ddanaa du jee-u
18G.PSS beside-Locp much money 3.H.PSS possession-LOCP
(it is) beside me’ ‘(he has) lots of money in his possession’
c. *ax x4nu yatee d. *ax xanx’ yatee
ax  xan-u 0-0-ja-Vtib-h ax  Xanx 0-0-ja-Vtit-h
15G.Pss beside-LocP  3.0-zCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vbe-VAR 15G.Pss beside-Loc  3.0-zCNJ-CL[-D,@,+1]-Vbe-VAR
my beside-Locp it.be.MPFV my  beside-Loc it.be.:MPFV
‘it is beside me’ ‘it is beside me’

- =jidx similative sim: like, as, similar to

(14) xaawyax ash tuwaa yatee
xaaw=yax ash ta-ya-’ 0-0-ya-Vti-h
log=sIM  3.PRX.PSS inside-VSFC-LOC 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vbe-VAR
log=like  her mind-face-at  it.be.IMPFV

‘it seemed like a log to her’
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(15)

(18)

- =jiis benefactive BEN: for, benefiting

ax aat yis XwWaa.oo

ax  aat=yis 0-ju-xa-ya-v.u-h

1G.PSS paternal.aunt=BEN 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,@,+1]-Vbuy-VAR
my  paternal.aunt=for Lbuy.PpFv.it

‘I bought it for my paternal aunt’

22 January 2013

> Southern and Transitional Northern Tlingit regularly contract -x’¢ ‘mouth’ and —jee ‘possession’

with =jiis to form —x’éis ‘for him to eat’ and —jis ‘for him to have’
du  yatki x'éis
du  yat-k'-yi x'é=yis
3.H.PSS child-DiM-Pss mouth=BEN
‘for his little child to eat’

- =goot abessive ABES: without, lacking

tléil eex goot 0oxa

tléil eex=géot  a-u-0-9-0-vxa-

NEG 0il=ABES 3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-3.5-CL[-D, 0,-1]-Veat-VAR
not oil=without he.eat.IRR.IMPFV.it

‘he doesn’t eat it without oil’

- =ndk elative ELAT: away from, leaving behind
haa jeex' anak  has kawdik'éet’
haa jeex' a=ndk has=ka-ju-0-di-Vk'it-h
1PL.PSS pOssession-LOC 3.N=ELAT PL=HSFC—PFV—3.S—CL[+D,0,+I]—\/die.off—VAR
our possession-in it=from he.pL.die.off.PFV
‘they died off leaving it behind in our possession’

= =jidandx superlative SUP: more than

hit ydanax kawligéi
hit=j4anax 0-ka-w-0-ya-Vge-j
house=sup 3.0-HSFC-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vbig-vAR

house=more.than it.big.coMmpv.IMFPV
‘it is bigger than a house’

= =kin sublative SUBL: less than

ax kin ikwligéi
ax kin i-ka-w-li-Vge-y
1SG=SUB 28G.0-HSFC-IRR-CL[-D, ], +1]-Vbig-vAR

me=less.than you.big.coMPV.IMPFV
‘you are smaller (less big) than me’

— the ones that act like clitics or independent words probably were derived from relational nouns in the

not too distant past
- also, allative -dé is probably derived from de: ‘path, trail, road’
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5. VERBS

Verbs are described using a verb template with slots for each morpheme position class, numbered positively
from the root leftward (prefixes) and negatively from the root rightward (suffixes). The template makes no
distinction between affix and clitic.

- roughly, the verb template looks like:
— Preverbs,,, — Object,,, — TAM,, _,, — Subject,, — Classifier,, — vRoot, — Stem Variation_,
- preverbs are largely adverbial-like proclitics that are phonologically tied to the verb
— some preverbs take selected postpositions, hence are derived from PPs
- unlike Dene languages, the subjects are all right next to the classifier and root
— third person subject is #-, the rest are surface prefixes
— the areal ku- can be considered a subject though it is near the objects, but its function as a subject is
irregular; in e.g. kuwak’éi ‘it is nice weather’ the ku- is either an object of an unaccusative intransitive or
it is a kind of incorporate, in either case it is not coindexable with any DPs in the sentence
- the most salient tense-aspect-mood (TAM) marking is between the subject and object
— TAM is also marked in other slots, e.g. duration suffixes in -3, mode suffixes in -4, epimode in -5,
auxiliaries (enclitics) in -7
* stem variation is the morphology accounting for changes in the verb root (length, tone, and apophony)
* there are various other things like the number prefixes (+16 — +15), incorporated nouns (+13 — +9), self-
benefactive (+8), distributive (+3), derivational suffixes (-2), clause type (-6), and so forth
- Isegment and gloss verbs according to the usual linear convention as done for most languages

(21) a. atxwasiteen b. shgugas.aat’
at-ju-xa-si-vtin-h sh-ga:w—ga—(b—s—\/.at'—:
IND.N.O-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D, s, +1]-Vsee-VAR RFLX.o—G6NJ—IRR—QM0D—3.S—CL[+D,s,—I]—\/cold—VAR
L.see.pFv.something he.causv.cold.FuT.self
‘I saw something’ ‘he will chill himself’

- but I actually think of verbs in a multilayer analysis where separate portions of the verb are morphologically
arranged and then linearized and phonologically processed
— the three main layers are the verb theme (lexical entry), person inflection, and mode (TMA) inflection

theme 0 S [-D] [s] Vtin
at- Xxa-
person
IND.N.O 1SG.S
mode yu- [+1] -h
PFV VAR
(22) a. at- ju- xa- [-D] [s] [+1] +“tin -h
at xwa si teen
at xwa si teen
at xwasiteen

‘I saw something’
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5.1

theme 0 S [-p] [s] V.at
sh- @- [+D]
person
RFLX.0 3.8
mode ga- w-  ga [-1] -1
GCN] IRR GMOD VAR

sh- ga- w- ga- 0- [+D] [s] [-1] Yat -

sh guga ] .Aat’
sh guga s .Aat’
sh gugas .Aat’
sh gugas.aat’
‘he will chill himself’

this representation is more clear regarding the relationships between the affixes in the verb, but it takes
up much more space and hence is not suitable for large numbers of examples

VERB THEME

A verb theme is the lexical entry of a verb; ‘thematic’ means ‘lexically specified as part of the verb’ Technically
the term ‘verb’ covers all instances of that grammatical category, whereas the term ‘(verb) theme’ refers solely
to the lexical entry. In practice this distinction is rather loose, but the adjective ‘thematic’ is never used for
non-lexical elements.

- Verb theme examples

0-S-cL[-D,0]-Vxa (0; - Act) ‘S eat O’
kei=ji-S-cL[-D,{]-Vtsak (0; Evt) ‘S raise hand’
O-cL[-D,0]-Vti* (na; -h Stv) ‘O be’
ku-cL[-D,0]-Vt'a (0; -h Stv) ‘weather be hot
the O is the object, S is the subject
things like kei= ‘up), ji- ‘hand’, and ku- ‘areal’ are thematic, i.e. lexically specified morphemes
the cz[+D, C] stands for the two lexically specified classifier components
the root is helpfully annotated with a vV symbol, when not annotated it is normally the last element in
the theme (though some suffixes are thematic)
the ‘verb ephemera’ are listed in parentheses after the morpheme string, those here comprise:
- the conjugation class (0, na)
- the imperfective stem variation (-, -h)
- and the theme category (Act, Evt, Stv)
- the latter two taken together indicate the imperfective type
the schematic translation is given in single quotes

* Verb ephemera

some elements of verb themes appear in most forms of the verb theme across the inflectional paradigm,
but other elements only appear in a few less common parts of the paradigm

the elements that appear in almost every form are the root, classifier components, argument structure
(subject and object requirements), and thematic (lexically specified) prefixes
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- Verb

verb themes may also include bound phrases like N-ddx ‘from N’ which are obligatory in every form and
hence are also obvious
the less obvious elements are the ‘verb ephemera, which are the conjugation class, imperfective type,
theme category, and unpredictable repetitive imperfective types
as shown above, themes are given as morpheme strings representing the obvious elements followed by
parentheses enclosing the verb ephemera, and finally a schematic translation
specific ephemeral elements will be discussed individually below
root
basically either CV or CVC; more details under stem variation below
a few unanalyzable disyllabic roots, e.g. Vrnéegwdl’ ‘paint;, V.eeshaan ‘pitiful, pitiable’
most disyllabic roots are from monosyllabic roots plus a derivational suffix like -xaa ‘miss target,
-dn ‘restore), or -dkw ‘deprive’: V.inxaa ‘miss target when shooting, Vhaandn ‘restore confidence by
reelection’, Vrdox’dkw ‘remove shell’
some roots are derived from nouns, e.g. Vjin ‘have arm, hand’ from —jin ‘arm, hand’
roots carry the majority of the lexical semantics, but some can be provided by other morphological
components of the verb theme, e.g. the classifier S component, incorporated nouns, preverbs, verb
ephemera
most roots have a fairly well defined general meaning, but some occur in such a wide variety of verb
themes that they are almost meaningless independently
most roots only occur in a couple of verb themes, but some occur in a large number of themes, 40 or
more; roots that are found in a large number of themes are called ‘promiscuous roots’
homophonous roots are distinguished mostly by their semantics, but also by the patterns of argument
structure across the themes they occur in; some homophonous roots use different classifiers as well

- the distinctions between some homophonous roots derive from subtle frozen metaphors

- some roots have been divided into homophonous pairs merely because the semantics in different

themes are so distant, but such distinctions may be spurious
- drawing the lines between themes of homophonous roots can boil down to aesthetics

* Classifier S & D components

D component is usually CL[-D], but some verb themes have cL[+D] unpredictably
S component can be any of {4, s, [, sh} unpredictably
more about these under the classifier below
as a shorthand in informal materials, I often merely give the classifier as just its S component because
cL[-D] is typical, so e.g. O-[0]-Vti* (na; -h Stv) ‘O be’
- Leer (1991) gives the classifier as an unadorned morpheme, e.g. “O-S-t-yex*” for my O-S-[([]-Vyex; he
includes the D component as a feature, e.g. “O-S-0+D-na*” for my O-S-[+D,0]-Vna"
- Edwards (2009) also gives the classifier as an unadorned morpheme, but treats the D component
as a prefix (which is neater but analytically misleading as discussed below), e.g. “O-S-d-s-gdax” for
my O-S-[+D,s]-Vgdax™ and “O-S-d-l-k'wdt”” for my O-S-[+D,[]-Vk'wdr”™ _

* Argument structure (valency): [£S, O]

transitive: [+S, +0]
subject intransitive (unergative): [+S,-0]
object intransitive (unaccusative): [-S, +O0]
impersonal: [-S, 0]

- impersonal verbs usually — but not always! — have a thematic pronominal prefix for either subject
or object or both
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— thematic pronominals: some verbs include lexically specified (thematic) subject or object prefixes,

these will be covered more under person inflection and valency below
- Conjugation class: {0, na, ga, ga}

— except for motion verbs, every verb theme belongs to a specific conjugation class

— the verb theme’s conjugation class prefix is used in a number of different modes, e.g. imperative,
habitual, potential, extensional stative imperfective, conditional, contingent

- Cable (p.c. 2012) notes:

... one way I generally represent it to myself is that an overt conjugation prefix appears in every
mode except for (i) perfective, (ii) imperfective (at least, non-extensional ones), and (iii) future
(where the proclitic is used). Moreover, the only mode where conjugation class is guaranteed to
have no effect on the form is the imperfective (at least, again, for the non-progressive, extensionals
or multiple-positionals...)

— specific conjugation class prefixes are used in certain modes regardless of the conjugation class of the
verb theme, e.g. progressive imperfective always has na- and future always has ga-; these block the
conjugation class, so that other conjugation class representatives appear (mostly directional preverbs)

— the conjugation class is essentially meaningless, but does take on some meaning in motion verbs which
will be discussed later

— Leer calls them ‘aspect’, though this has little to do with the conventional sense of linguistic aspect

- Imperfective type and stem variation

— except for eventive and motion themes, all verbs have an unpredictable ‘primary imperfective’

— main difference among primary imperfectives is in stem variation

— active: -, -h, -, -n, -s’, -l’, -t, -x’, -t’, -k, CL[+I]-...-k, yoo=CL[+I]-...-k

— stative: -;, -Jj, -n, -h, -h extensional, -j extensional, -k multipositional, invariable

— positional: -;, -, -n

- Theme category:” {active, stative, positional, eventive, motion}

— atheme category is “a broad group of verb themes that has an identifiable semantic relationship and a
common structure in the most basic derived verb forms” (Kari 1990: 44—45)

— stative verb themes always have cL[+1] in their imperfective forms, whereas other theme categories
nearly all have cL[-1] in their imperfectives instead

- some specialized stative subcategories are extensional statives which denote a state extended over
some roughly linear space, and multipositional statives which denote a state of being positioned
in multiple locations (e.g. rocks on a beach, puddles along a path)

- following Athabaskanist tradition, statives are also divided into dimensional statives which have
comparative forms using ka-w-[-I]-...-: or ga-w-[-I]-...-;, and descriptive statives which do not have
comparative forms

> the theme O-[-D,0]-Vjat’ (na; -j Stv) ‘O be long’ is a dimensional stative

(23) a. yayat b. yéikoowaat’
0-0-ja-Vat-j yéi=0-ka-w-0-0-Viat -
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vlong-vAR thus=3.0-HSFC-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vlong-vAR
it.be.long.1MPFV thus=it.be.long.compv.IMPFV
‘it’s long’ ‘it’s yay long’

7. The active—neuter distinction in Dene (Athabaskan) languages does not obviously apply to Tlingit, which instead distinguishes
statives ([+1I] classifier in realis imperfectives) versus all others ([-1] in realis imperfectives). Leer did refer to stative themes as
‘neuter’ in the 1970s, but that term is defunct today for Tlingit.
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> contrast the theme O-cL[-D,0]-Vk’éi* (ga; Stv) ‘O be good’ which is a descriptive stative

(24) a. yak'éi b. *yéikook'éi
0-0-ya-vkéi* yéi=0-ka-w-0-0-Vk éi*
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vgood thus=3.0-HSFC-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D,@,-1]-Vgood
it.be.good.IMPFV thus=it.be.good.compv.IMPFV
‘it’s good’ ‘it’s so good’ (‘so’ # emphasis)

— active verb themes denote processes which may or may not culminate; Leer (1991) refers to these as
‘processive’ but previously used ‘active’ and has since returned to this, Edwards (2009) uses ‘active’
— positional verb themes denote position in a location; they can only occur in the imperfective mode,
never in any other mode
— eventive verb themes mostly denote instantaneous culminative events; they can’t occur in the imper-
fective, and can basically be called achievements
— motion verbs denote kinds of motion; they are a complex issue which will be covered separately below
- Repetitive imperfective types
— regardless of whether a verb theme has a primary imperfective, it can always(?) have at least one
repetitive® imperfective
— usually the conjugation class predicts the repetitive imperfective:
- (-conjugation class - -x repetitive imperfective
> 0-S-[s]-V.i (0; -h Act) ‘S cook O’ — as.éex ‘he cooks it repeatedly’
- na-conjugation class - yoo=CL[ +I]-...-k repetitive imperfective
> 0-S-[0]-Vl'wn (na; -r Act) ‘S hunt O’ — ydo ayal’ink ‘he hunts it repeatedly’
- ga-conjugation class - yei= + -ch repetitive imperfective
> a[+D, 0]-Vgan (ga; Evt) ‘sun shine’ — yei andagdn ‘the sun shines repeatedly’
- ga-conjugation class - kei= + -ch repetitive imperfective
> O-[[]-Vtsin (ga; -h Stv) ‘O be strong’ — kei latsinch ‘he gets strong repeatedly’
— but some verb themes have unpredictable repetitive imperfectives instead
- verb theme: S-[0]-Vta" (na; -’ Act) ‘S sleep’
- since this theme is na-conjugation class we expect a yoo=cL[ +I]-...-k repetitive imperfective
- but *yoo yatéik ‘he sleeps repeatedly’ is ungrammatical
- instead this theme uses the -x repetitive imperfective as though it were ¢-conjugation
= so téix ‘he sleeps repeatedly’
- the verb theme is then listed more explictly as: S-[-D,0]-Vta” (na; -’ Act, -x Rep) ‘S sleep’
- the reasons for these irregular repetitive imperfectives remain to be explained
* Bound phrases
— some verb themes include adjunct phrases that are lexically specified and must be immediately
preceding the verb
— these are given immediately before the verb morpheme string in citations:
- N-x O-[-D,s]-Vti" (na; -h Stv) ‘O be N, be member of N, become N’
- N eetdendx O-[-D,0]-Vti* (na; -h Stv) ‘O need, lack, require N’
- Ntoowt S-[-D,[]-Vta (0; -x Act) ‘S comfort N’
- Ntiid-~x’S-[-D,s]-Vgu (ga;  Stv) ‘N want S; S be pleasing to N’

8. Leer (1991) in some places refers to repetitive imperfectives as ‘iterative) loosely following Athabaskanist terminology. Elsewhere
he has used ‘repetitive) as has Edwards (2009).
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— the bound phrase usually includes a variable NP element signified by N®

— the N can be the possessor of another noun (e.g. N possesses —toowi giving ‘N’s feelings’), or it can be
the direct argument of a postposition (e.g. N + pertingent -x)

— occasionally adverbs are listed as well, but these have no variable argument, e.g. tleiyéi in the theme
tleiyéiyéi=0-[0]-Vti" (na; -h Stv) ‘O be still, quiet; O stop’

— along with adverbs, there are a few themes that require nouns without any variable possessor, e.g. kd-x
‘HSFC-PERT in the theme kdx O-S-[+D,0]-Vti", (ga; Evt) ‘S put on O (shirt, dress)’

- Leer attributes this to an invisible reflexive possessor (normally chush ~ sh) coindexed with the

subject, compare the disappearance of reflexive object sh- with incorporated nouns as noted in
section 5.2 below

5.2. PERSON INFLECTION AND VALENCY

* verb themes come with their valency (argument structure) lexically specified: [+S, +O]
- subjects are all — unlike in Dene (Athabaskan) Igs. — marked immediately to the left of the classifier
- objects are all marked in slot +14 quite far from the classifier and root
* subjects are 1st singular xa- and plural tu-, 2nd singular i- and plural ji-, third ¢-, indefinite human du-, and
third obviate du-
— formally both du- prefixes are identical, the functional distinction is whether it has a definite referent
or not
— 2nd singular i- becomes ¢- in imperatives if the classifier is [-D]
- objects are 1st singular xat- ~ ax- and plural haa-, 2nd singular i- and plural yi-, third ¢- ~ a-, third proximate
ash-, indefinite human kaa- ~ ku-, indefinite nonhuman at-, reflexive sh- ~ ¢-, and partitive aa-

— first singular object ax- occurs optionally (idiolectally?) with incorporated nouns, thus appearing to be
a possessor

— third object a- occurs when there is a third subject -, so a- is distinct 3-on-3 marking

- third object a- goes back to ¢- if an ergative-marked NP immediately precedes the verb; more on
this later in the context of syntax

— indefinite human ku- happens instead of kaa- with some verbs, and might be a locus of idiolectal (or
dialectal?) variation
— reflexive sh- becomes ¢- when occurring with incorporated nouns; since inflectional use of the reflexive
always causes [+D] in the classifier, the #- seems to really exist morphologically
- thematic pronominals are nonreferential and lexically specified; they are restricted to:
— subjects: du- ‘indefinite human subject’
— objects: a- ‘third person object) ash- ‘third person proximal object), at- ‘indefinite nonhuman object, sh-
‘reflexive object’
- thematic pronominals never agree with any NPs in the sentence
- the presence of a thematic pronominal blocks any other prefix in that slot, hence thematic pronominals
restrict the valency of a verb
- areal ku- is morphologically identical with the ku- allomorph of the indefinite human object (kaa- ~ ku-);
some have separated these, but for others the areal ku- is distinct and does not block the object slot

9. Edwards and Leer both list bound phrases with P for NPs that are arguments of postposition phrases and N for NPs that are pos-

sessors of other NPs. I see no reason to explicitly distinguish these, so I simply use NV for both. Using P is also confusing to people
expecting it to mean ‘postposition.
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— so the areal ku- may or may not be a thematic pronominal

(25) a. Aankichx’  kuxwdzitee b. */v Aankichx’  xat koowdzitee
Aankichx'  ku-ju-xa-dzi-vtit-h Aankichx'  xat-ku-ju-dzi-vtib-h
Anchorage-LOC AREAL-PFV-1SG.S-CL[+D,s, +1]-Vbe-VAR Anchorage-LOC 3.0-AREAL-PFV-CL[+D,s,+1]-Vbe-VAR
‘I was born in Anchorage’ ‘I was born in Anchorage’

— for people with areal ku- in the object slot only (a) is grammatical
— for people with the areal separate from the objects, (b) is grammatical and (a) is not used though it is
accepted from others
— the representation of the theme is then either one of:
- N-x’ku-S-cL[+D,s]-Vti" (ga; -h Stv) ‘S be born at N’
- N=x’ O-ku-cr[+D,s]-Vti" (ga; -h Stv) ‘S be born at N’
- some other person and number inflection is also available outside of the subject and object
— reciprocal woosh= (+16) ‘each other’

- this triggers middle voice marking with classifier CL[+D] (more detail in section 5.4)

(26) a. wutusiteen b. woosh wutudziteen
0-ju-tu-si-vtin-h woosh=0-ju-tu-dzi-vtin-h
3.0-PFV-1PL.S-CL[-D, s, +I]-Vsee-VAR RECIP=3.0-PFV-1PL.S-CL[+D,s, +I]-Vsee-VAR
we.see.PFV.it we.see.PFV.RECIP.it
‘we saw it’ ‘we saw each other’

- there is an outstanding question of whether the third person object still exists in reciprocals
— distributive dax= (+16) ‘each, individually among’

(27) a. xwasiteen b. daxxwasiteen
0-ju-xa-si-vtin-h dax=0-ju-xa-si-Vtin-h
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, s, +1]-V/see-VAR DISTB=3.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,s, +I]-Vsee-VAR
Lsee.PFv.it L.see.PFV.DISTB.it
‘Isaw it’ ‘I saw each one’

— plural has= ~ s- (+15)
- this is ambiguous between pluralization of subject and pluralization of object in the case that both
are third person

28) a. awsiteen . has awsiteen
8 t b. h t
a-ju-0-si-Vtin-h has=a-ju-0-si-Vtin-h
3.0-PFV-3.5-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vsee-VAR PL=3.0-PFV-3.5-CL[-D,s, +I]-Vsee-VAR
3.5ee.PFV.3 3.See.PFV.PL.3
‘he saw it’ ‘he saw them), ‘they saw him), ‘they saw them’

(?)
- but with persons that include plurality the plural prefix does not apply, so only the third person
argument can be pluralized

(29) a. haswutusiteen b. has haa wsiteen
has=0-ju-tu-si-vtin-h has=haa-ju-0-si-Vtin-h
PL=3.0-PFV-1PL.S-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vsee-VAR PL=1PL.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vsee-VAR
we.see.PFV.PL.3 3.5e€.PFV.PL.US
‘we saw them’ ‘they saw us’
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— reflexive sh- (+14) ‘self’
- this triggers middle voice marking with classifier CL[+D]

(30) a. xwasiteen b. sh xwadziteen
0-ju-xa-si-Vtin-h sh-ju-xa-dzi-vtin-h
3.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,$, +1]-Vsee-VAR RFLX.0-PFV-1PL.S-CL[+D,8,+1]-Vsee-VAR
L.see.PFv.it I.see.PFV.RFLX
T saw it’ ‘I saw myself’

- the reflexive sh- is usually analyzed as an object prefix, but there may be reasons to consider it as
not being an object prefix itself, instead modifying a third person object like with the reciprocal,
distributive, etc.

— self-benefactive ga- (+8) ‘for own benefit’
- this triggers middle voice marking with classifier CL[+D]

(31) a. wutusi.ée b. gawtudzi.ée
0-ju-tu-si-v.i-y 0-ga-ju-tu-dzi-v.i-j
3.0-PFV-1PL.S-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vcook-VAR 3.0-SBEN-PFV-1PL.S-CL[+D,s, +I]-Vcook-VAR
we.cook.PFV.it we.cook.PFV.SBEN.it
‘we cooked it’ ‘we cooked it for ourselves’

— distributive daga- ~ dax- (+3) ‘each, individually among’
- essentially the same as the dax= found in +16; these are positional allomorphs as well as this +3
prefix having two phonological allomorphs
= here’s an example from Story (1966: 97)

(32) kudagalt'ix'ch ya  xaat
0-ka-u-0-daga-0-la-Vt'ix'5j-ch y4  xd4at
3.0—HSFC—IRR_—ZCNJ—DISTB—?,.S-CL[—D,l,—I]—\/freeze—VAR-HAB PROX fish
3.freeze.HAB.DISTB.3 this fish

‘he freezes each of these fish’
- Leer (1991:104—-107) discusses both distributive prefixes and finds that the +3 instance is older, but
is being supplanted by the +16 instance
> he says that the fewer prefixes, the more likely +3 is to be used, and conversely for the +16 form
- differences in scope between the two forms have yet to be explored
— plural root suppletion (o), e.g. Vgut ‘sg. g0’ - V.at ‘pl. go’
- verb root suppletion for plurality occurs mostly with movement and handling verbs

(33) a. aadé xwaagoot b. aadé wutuwa.aat
4-dé ju-xa-ya-VVgut-h 4-dé ju-tu-ya-v.at-h
3N-ALL PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vg0.SG-VAR 3N-ALL PFV-1PL.S-CL{-D, 0, +1]-Vg0.PL-VAR
it-toward 1.go.SG.PFV it-toward we.go.PL.PFV
‘I went toward there’ ‘we went toward there’

— plural object -x” & -t’ (-3)
- the -x” applies to active imperfective themes and pluralizes the object
- the -’ applies to active imperfective themes which denote an event leading to the destruction of
the object, and pluralizes the object
= more on these in section 5.6 on imperfective types
- Leer has two unpublished mss analyzing pronominals in an idiosyncratic way: Leer 1990a, Leer 1993
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5.3. STEM VARIATION

Stem variation is the regular, largely predictable change in root vowels depending on mode inflection. There
are some interesting patterns in the stem variation system, but meanings should not generally be read into the
stem variation suffixes. Some suffixes do have an identifiable meaning because of their use in forming different
kinds of imperfectives, and presumably all of the various suffixes involved used to have some sort of meaning in
an earlier stage of the language.

+ stem variation is quite similar to that in Dene (Athabaskan) languages and Eyak; Benjamin L. Whorf describes
it succinctly in a paper for a class on Dene languages by Edward Sapir:
each stem [has] a series of forms (like IE “principal parts”) largely due to old closely fused suffixes that have
resulted in vowel and tone change, so that this stem-variation may be considered schematically as another
position coming fusionally or “inflectionally” after the stem (Whorf1932: 6-7)

— the distributional patterns across a paradigm in Tlingit are completely different from Dene languages,
but the underlying mechanisms are quite similar

— I think that compared to most Dene languages the stem variation system of Tlingit is somewhat more
transparent and less complicated

- Irepresent stem variation by mostly abstract suffixes that combine with the root, placing the stem variation
suffixes in slot -1 immediately after the root just as Whorf proposed

* most stem variation suffixes don’t have any obvious meaning, and are instead just analytical tools

* the -n, 5, and -X suffixes actually have surface segments associated with them and don't just affect the vowel

- the -X is a generic suffix that stands for any of {-£, -x, -ch, -t, -x’, -t’, -s’, -’} which produce the same stem shapes

— these aren’t actually stem variation suffixes per se because they have identifiable meanings (repetitive,

serial, plural object, etc.), but they behave like the stem variation suffixes in affecting root vowels so they
are lumped together with them for stem analysis

- examples of a CV root:

— root Vcha ‘filter’ + stem var. -h - stem chaa
— root Vcha ‘filter’ + stem var. -ji - stem chda
— root Vcha ‘filter’ + stem var. -1 - stem chda
— root Vcha ‘filter’ + stem var. -’ - stem chd (note that -’ only occurs with CV roots, more later)
— root Vcha ‘filter’ + stem var. -n - stem chéin
— root Vcha ‘filter’ + stem var. -x - stem chéix

- the results of stem variation are different for CVC roots:
— root Vnak ‘pl. stand’ + stem var. - - stem naak
— root Vnak ‘pl. stand’ + stem var. -j - stem ndk
— root Vnak ‘pl. stand’ + stem var. - - stem ndak
— root Vnak ‘pl. stand’ + stem var.-n - stem ndk
— root Vnak ‘pl. stand’ + stem var. -x - stem ndkx
- but there’s more — both CV and CVC roots have different subtypes depending on how they behave with certain
stem variation suffixes
— CVC (‘plain’) roots behave as shown above
— CVC' (‘ejective’) roots with final ejectives have a different form with -A:
- Vkit’ ‘die out’ + -h - k'éet’, *K’eet’
- the final ejective ‘pulls up’ tone, presumably due to something like spread of a [c.g.] feature
— CV'C (‘glottalized’) roots lack final ejectives but still behave like CV’C roots with -:
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- Vl'w'n ‘hunt’ + -h  léon, *I'oon; Vtsu'w ‘move pl. stick ends’ + -h —~ tséow, *tsoow
= many of these end in a sonorant so they perhaps developed from regressive [c.g.] spread and
consequent loss of glottalized sonorants; some may show forward [c.g.] spread from onset ejectives
- in Tongass Tlingit, both -4 and - give glottalized forms CV’C, but just CVC with -n, j, and -X, so
Tongass distinguishes CVC’ and CV’C roots on the basis of -: as well
— CV (‘plain’) roots!'® behave as shown above
— CV* (‘fading’) roots have a different form with -X:
- Vta" ‘sleep’ + -x - teix, *t'éix
- in Tongass Tlingit these are realized with a fading vowel: t’eihx
- the -j ‘gamma’ stem variation suffix is usually invisible, but shows up when combined with the -cA habitual
suffix and a CV or CV* root
— cha ‘filter’ + -chy,y ~ chdagich, *chdach (again j >y in gammaless Tlingit)
— Vtah ‘sleep’ + -chy,, — tdajich, *tdach (here j >y in gammaless Tlingit)
— Vku ‘know’ + -chy,y, - kéowch, *kéoch (here ji - w always)
+ some verb roots are invariable — I indicate invariable roots with a superscript saltire cross * at the end: Vdzée*
difficult, Vnéegwdl™ ‘paint’
— Leer instead indicates variable roots with a superscript asterisk * and leaves invariable roots unmarked;
Edwards follows Leer in marking variable roots but uses a final tilde ~ rather than an asterisk
— since most roots are variable and invariable roots are the exception, I find it more useful — and more
concise — to indicate only the invariable roots
— invariable roots have their tone, length and vowel quality exactly the same in every mode, so that stem
variation does not occur, and stem variation suffixes are never segmented

(34) a. yasatk b. woosatk
0-0-ja-Vsatk* 0-ju-ya-vsatk*
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vquick 3.0-PFV-CL[-D,@, +1]-Vquick
‘it is quick’ ‘it was quick’

240X ¢

— there is one exceptional invariable root which does undergo stem variation, namely Vk’é6i* ‘good’; this
root is almost always invariable except that it takes -’ stem variation in all irrealis forms (see the classifier
S component in section 5.4 below for discussion of the ¢ - sh alternation)

(35) a yakéi b tléil ushk'é
0-0-ya-Vkéi* tléil 9-u-0-sha-vkéi*-
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vgood NEG 3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D,sh,~1]-Vgood-VAR
‘it is good’ ‘it's not good; it's bad’

c. wook'éi d. tléil wushk’é

0-ju-yja-vk éi* tléil 9-u-ju-sha-vk'éi~
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,0, +1]-Vgood NEG 3.0-IRR-PFV-CL[-D,sh,~1]-Vgood-VAR
‘it was good’ ‘it was not good; it was bad’

5.4. THE CLASSIFIER

- the classifier is a tripartite portmanteau morpheme: CL[+D, S, +1] where S € {0, s, [, sh}

10. Leer represents these as glottalized CV’ but they never actually occur glottalized in any contrast with CV" roots.
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- the first part, the feature [+D], is the D component, the second feature [S] is the S component (from consonant
‘series’), and the third feature [+1] is the I component

- the classifier features are realized almost like surface segments, but there are enough inconsistencies to where
they must be analyzed as abstract features rather than as purely phonological elements

-D +D
-1 +1 -1 +]

—~ 0 0- Ja- da- di-
s sa- Si- s-  dzi-
1 la- li- (- dli-
P sh  sha- shi-  sh- Ji-

(series

— [+1] looks like it could be just i- with reanalysis as y- in the cL[-D,0,+1] classifier, but since this actually
occurs as yia- in dialects with j and since i is velar rather than postalveolar i, the [+1] feature is not just i-
— Edwards 2009 treats [+D] as just d- but the abstract analysis as a feature is again more consistent
- combination of [+D] and [-1] with any of the non-0 S components (i.e. [s], [1], [sh]) results in a
fricative rather than an affricate: s- not *dz-, - not *dl-, sh- not *j-
- in Tongass and Southern Tlingit since the i vowel can be deleted in dCi- classifiers, the two s- and
dz- are contrastive: the s-is CL[+D, s, -I] and the dz-is CL[+D, s, +1] which would be dzi- in Northern
- in Edwards’s defence, d- is far easier to use for lexicographic representation

- D component: the feature [+D] indicates middle voice, and [-D] is the elsewhere case
— the prototypical middle voice is inflectional, found with reflexives and reciprocals:

(36) a. xwasiteen b. sh xwadziteen
0-ju-xa-si-v'tin-h sh-ju-xa-dzi-vtin-h
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, s, +1]-Vsee-VAR RFLX.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[+D,s,+1]-Vsee-VAR
L.see.PFv.it I.see.PFV.RFLX
T saw it’ ‘I saw myself’

c. wutusiteen d. woosh wutudziteen
0-ju-tu-si-Vtin-h woosh=ju-tu-dzi-vtin-h
3.0—PFV—1PL.S—CL[—D,S,+I]—\/S€€—VAR RECIPZPFV—lPL.S—CL[+D,S,+I]-\/S€e—VAR
we.see.PFV.it we.see.PFV.RECIP
‘we saw it’ ‘we saw each other’

theme 0 S [-D] [s] Vtin
xa-
subject -
15G.S
sh- +D
object [+o]
RFLX.0 MID
37 yu- +1 -h

(87) mode yu [+1]

PFV VAR
sh xwa dzi teen

sh xwadziteen
‘I saw myself’
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— inflectional middle voice can also occur from other elements, like self-benefactive ga-,s

(38) a. atwusi.ée b. atgawdzi.ée
at-ju-0-si-v.i-y at-ga-ju-0-dzi-V.i-j
IND.N.O—PFV—g.S—CL[—D,s,+1]—\/cook—VAR IND.N.O—SBEN—PFV—g.S—CL[+D,S,+I]—\/COOk—VAR
‘he cooked something’ ‘he cooked something for himself’

— another instance of inflectional middle voice is as part of antipassivization

(39) a. aawatéew b. wuditéew
a-ju-f-ja-Vtéew™ ju-0-di-vVtéew™
3.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vread PFV-3.8-CL[+D,0,+1]-Vread
‘he read it’ ‘he read’

— middle voice can be triggered by elements outside the verb, called indirect (inflectional) middle voice

(40) a. ax kaadé  hasawli.aat
ax ka-dé has=a—yu—0—li—\/.at—h
1SG.PSS HSFC-ALL PL=3.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D,],+1]-Vhandle.PL-VAR
‘they put blankets on me’

b. wooch kaadé hasawdli.aat
wooch ka-dé  has=a-ju-g-dli-V.at-h
RFLX.PSS HSFC-ALL PL=3.0—PFV-3.S—CL[+D,1,+I]-\/handle.PL-VAR
‘they put blankets on each other’

— other contexts for inflectional middle voice with various derivational forms
- revertive motion with intransitives
» kux=,,, (0-conjugation class; but [-D] with transitives)
» a-jja-oo- (0-conjugation class; a-,,, 3.0, ya-.,,, VSFC, 00-, IRR; impossible with transitives)
= cooccurring motion ka-,, HSFC with [+D] and [s]
- dissimulative with sh-,,, RFLX.0, k'a-,,, ‘mouth’, [+D] and [1]
- recreational/simulational with ash-,,, 3.0BV.0, ka-,, HSFC, u-,¢ IRR, [+D], [1], and -aa_, PLAY
- deprivative with [+D] and -dkw_, DEPRV
- plural objects with [+D] and -x"_; or -t’_; PL.O
= plural comparison with [+D] and ka-,, HSFC or ga-,, GCNJ, and u-,¢ IRR
— nearly all lexical entries of verbs (verb themes) are specified [-D], but some are [+D], these are ‘thematic
middle voice’
- the canonical example of thematic [+D] is the theme O-S-[+D,0]-Vna (0; -J Act) ‘S drink O’

(41) a. xwadinda b. tléil has oodana
0-ju-xa-di-vna-y tléil has=a-u-ju-0-da-vna-’
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[+D, @, +1]-Vdrink-vAR NEG PL=3.0-IRR-PFV-3.8-CL[+D,@,-1]-Vdrink-vAR
‘I drank it’ ‘they didn’t drink it’
- forms of this verb theme without [+D] are ungrammatical (except with du- as described below)
(42) a. *xwaanaa b. *tléil has awuna
0-ju-xa-ja-vna-j tléil has=a-u-ju-0-9-vna-’
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vdrink-vAR NEG PL=3.0-IRR-PFV-3.5-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vdrink-vAR
‘I drank it’ ‘they didn't drink it’
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— the D component is also used derivationally to create antipassives of transitives
- transitive verb theme O-ka-S-[-D,sh]-Vxit (0; -h Act) ‘S draw, paint, write O’
- antipassive theme ka-S-[+D,sh]-Vxit (0; -h Act) ‘S draw, paint, write’

(43) a. x'ux' tlein akaguxshaxéet
x'ux tlein a-ka-ga-w-ga-0-sha-vxit-:
book big 3.0—HSFC—GéNJ—IRR-GMOD—3.S—CL[—D,Sh,—I]-\/SCI‘atCh—VAR
book big he.write.FUT.it
‘he is going to write a big book’ (Story & Naish 1973: 251)
b. Lingit x'éindx kawjixit
Lingit x'é-nax ka-ju-0-ji-vxit-§
Tlingit mouth-PERL HSFC-PFV-3.8-CL[+D,sh,+I]-Vscratch-vAr
Tlingit language-in he.write.PFv
‘he wrote in Tlingit’

— [+D] and [-D] exhibit alternation with the du- subject (indefinite human or 3rd obviate)
- averb theme with cL[+D,0] must instead have [-D] when it occurs with a du- subject prefix

(44) a. wutudinaa b. wuduwanaa
0-yu-tu-di-vVna-j 0-ju-du-ya-vna-y
3.0-PFV-1PL.S-CL[+D, @, +1]-Vdrink-vAR 3.0-PFV-IND.H.S-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vdrink-vAR
‘we drank it’ ‘somebody drank it’

- in contrast, a theme with cL[-D,S*] where S* € {s, [, sh} must instead have [+D] when it occurs
with a du- subject prefix

(45) a. wutusi.ée b. wududzi.ée
0-ju-tu-si-v.i-y 0-ju-du-dzi-v.i-j
3.0-PFV—1PL.S—CL[+D,S,—I]-\/COOk—VAR 3.0—PFV—IND.H.S—CL[+D,S,+I]-\/C00k—VAR
‘we cooked it’ ‘somebody cooked it’

- S component: valency, transitivity, or just lexically specified
— like Dene languages, alternation between ¢ and [ can be transitivizing

(46) a. wook'éi b. awlik'éi
0-ju-ya-vk'éi* a-ju-g-li-vk'éi*
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vgood 3.0-PFV-3.5-CL[-D,,+1]-Vgood
‘it was good’ ‘he improved it, made it good’

— the same can also happen with ¢ and s

(47) a. xwaanuk b. xat wusinuk
ju-xa-ya-vnuk-j xat-ju-@-si-vnuk-
PFV-15G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vsit.SG-VAR 15G.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D, 8, +I]-Vsit.SG-VAR
T sat’ ‘he sat me, ‘he made me sit’

— but there are many verbs where such alternation has some other function, such as in the noun
classification system
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awlixaash

a-ju-0-li-vxash-h
3.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D, 1, +1]-Vcut-var
‘he cut it (rope-like thing)’

— across the verbal lexicon, there is no solid relationship between valency and the S component; the
following verbs are all object intransitives (unaccusatives) with different S component values

(49) a

uwat’aa

0-u-ya-Vta-y
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,@, +1]-vVhot-VAR
‘it’s hot’

wulixoon

0-ju-li-vxun-h
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,l, +1]-Vthin-vAR
‘he is thin’

b. wusinaa

0-yu-si-vna-y
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,8, +1]-Vdamp-VAR
‘it's damp’

wushinék

0-ju-shi-vVnek-j
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,sh,+1]-Vslush-var
‘it’s slushy’

— the S component value s/ has a special ‘negative’ function called sh-alternation
- some verbs are lexically specified to use s/ in their negative forms

(50) a.

yak'éi

0-0-ya-Vkéi*
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vgood
‘it is good’

b.

tléil ushk’é

tléil @-u-0-sha-vVkéi*’

NEG 3.0-IRR-PFV-CL[-D,sh,-1]-Vgood-vaR
‘it's not good, it’s bad’

- thisis specifically related to negation since it does not occur in other irrealis-marking environments

like the gwdl dubitative

(51) gwal yéiook’é

gwdl yéi=0-u-0-0-vVk'éi*-

Z2X )

DUB  thus=3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vgood-VAR
‘it might be good’

(52) a.

- the sh-alternation seems to be associated with specific roots since it happens for most themes

based on a particular root
kuyak’éi
ku-0-ya-vk'éi*
AREAL-ZCNJ-CL[-D,@,+1]-Vgood
‘weather is good’

tléil kooshk’é

tléil ku-u-0-sha-vk'éi*-’

NEG AREAL-IRR-PFV-CL[-D,sh,-1]-Vgood-var
‘weather is not good, weather is bad’

- but there are exceptions like the following pair of themes based on Vtu ‘clever’

sit6o

0-0-si-Vtu-:

3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vclever-vaR

‘he is clever, ingenious’

lawyers x'asitdo

lawyers 0-x'a-0-si-Vtu-:

lawyers  3.0-mouth-ZcNJ-CL[-D,s, +1]-Vclever-vAR

‘lawyers are glib’ (Story & Naish 1973:101)
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b.

tléil ushta

tléil 9-u-9-sha-vtu-

NEG 3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D,sh,~1]-Vclever-var

‘he isn't clever, ingenious’

tléil x’eistt

tléil 0-x'a-u-0-sa-vtu-'

NEG 3.0-mouth-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vclever-vVAR

‘he isn't glib’
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- finally there are some themes where sh-alternation can be used in non-irrealis forms; the alternation
here indicates displeasure on the part of the speaker and is thus psychological negativity rather
than semantic negativity

(54) a. nata! b. nashtd!
na-g-0-V'ta-h na-0-sha-vVta-h
NCNJ-25G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vsleep-VAR NCNJ-28G.S-CL[-D,sh,-1]-Vsleep-vAR
‘sleep!’ ‘sleep, dammit!’

- I component: [+1] in realis perfectives, stative imperfectives, non-decessive potentials, realizational
— the I component is never lexically specified, it always arises from mode inflection
— the exact function of [+1] is unclear, but it seems to have something to do with realis and stativity

5.5. MODE INFLECTION

- mode is a language-specific category encompassing tense, aspect, and mood
- mode marking is spread across the verb in multiple morphemes and features
- asimple example, the perfective mode:
— the perfective prefix is ju- or sometimes u-, which undergoes some complicated morphophonological
changes depending on the surrounding prefixes:

(55) a. wutuwa.at b. atxwaaxda

ju-tu-ja-v.aty at-yu-xa-ya-vxa-y
PFV-1PL.S-CL[-D,0, +1]-Vg0.PL-VAR IND.N.O-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Veat-VAR
‘we went’ I ate (something)’

c. xatuwasaa d. yeeyliyéx
xat-u-0-ya-vsa-j 0-yu-ji-li-Vyex-y
18G.0-PFV.TEL-3.0-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vname-VAR 3.0-PFV-2PL.S-CL[-D, ], +1]-Vmake-VAR
‘he named me’ ‘you (pl.) made it’

e. yisiée f. awdinaa
0-yu-i-si-v.i-y a-yu-0-di-vna-y
3.0-PFV-25G.S-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vcook-VAR 3.0-PFV-3.8-CL[+D,0, +1]-Vdrink-vAR
‘you (sg.) cooked it’ ‘he drank it’

note that all the examples also include [+1] in the classifier, and - stem variation

so the perfective mode can be said to comprise ju- (or sometimes u-), [+1], and -ji

but the verbs given above are all members of the ¢-conjugation class

the other three na-, ga-, and ga-conjugation classes have a different perfective form with -4 instead of -j

(56) a. wutuwataa b. atxwaahoon
ju-tu-ya-vtah-h at-ju-xa-ya-vhun-h
PFV—1PL.S—CL[—D,@,+I]—\/Sleep—VAR IND.N.O-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vsell-vAR
‘we slept’ ‘I sold something’

c. xat wooxoox d. yeeyligoo

xat-ju-f-ja-vxux-h 0-ju-yi-li-vgu-h
1SG.0-PFV-3.8-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vsummon-VAR 3.0-PFV-2PL.S-CL[-D, ], +1]-V'wipe-VAR
‘he summoned me’ ‘you (pl.) wiped it’
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kax awditee
kéx a-ju-0-di-vti*-h
on 3.0-PFV-3.8-CL[+D,0,+1]-Vput-vAR

e. Yyisineix f.
0-ju-i-si-Vnex-h
3.0-PFV-28G.S-CL[-D,8, +1]-Vsave-VAR
‘you (sg.) saved it’ ‘he put it on’
— also note that where the #-conjugation class had u- in xat uwayda ‘he resembles me’, here only jiu- occurs
in xat wooxoox ‘he summoned me’
— so the perfective is made of jiu- ~ u- plus [+1] and -J for #-conjugation class verbs, and it's made of ju-

plus [+1] and -/ for other verbs

theme (0] S [-p] [9] Vxa
at- Xxa-
person
IND.N.O 1SG.S
mode yu- [+1] ¥
PFV VAR ) )
(57) a f#-conjugation
at xwa ya xaa
at xwaa
at xwaaxaa
I ate (something)’
theme o S [-p] [0] vhun
at- xa-
person
IND.N.O 15G.S
mode yu- [+1] h
PFV VAR ) ]
b. na-conjugation
at xwa ya hoon
at xwaa
at xwaahoon

‘I sold something’

— modes are thus marked by multiple discontinuous morphemes and features, what Sapir called ‘inter-
rupted synthesis’ for Dene (Athabaskan) languages:
This trait of split semantemes, of making the expression of an idea depend on a binary compound that
isreadily interrupted by the expression of auxiliary ideas or by some of the interrupted parts of auxiliary
expressions likewise binomially composed—*“interrupted synthesis”, to use Sapir’s term for it—is the
outstanding peculiarity of Athabascan. The interlocking of a number of interrupted semantemes into
a firmly knit structure seems to be the leading principle of coherence in these languages.
(Whorf1932:17)
- most modes have irrealis (a.k.a. negative) forms as well as realis (a.k.a. positive) forms
— to continue with the perfective, the irrealis form has [-1] in the classifier, and always has -4 or -’ stem
variation
- specifically, #-conjugation verbs with CV roots have -’ stem variation when irrealis; all others have
-h stem variation
- Leer (1991: 208) actually says that #-conjugation verbs with both CV and CVC roots have -’ stem
variation in their irrealis forms — this requires that we define the phonological results of -’ in a
complicated way:
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» CV+- > CV
» CVC+-"» CViC« CVC +-h
rather than complicate the system further, I simply say that CVC roots take -4 like in the other three
conjugation classes
— Ianalyze all irrealis forms as having the irrealis u- prefix
- the back rounded vowel is obvious in imperfectives and many other modes
- but because u- is so similar to the perfective, the irrealis is obscured in perfectives
- Leerinstead claims that the irrealis prefix simply doesn’t occur in perfectives, but I see no reason for
the perfective mode to be morphologically special; we already have other prefixes which disappear

due to morphophonology
(58) a. tléil wutoo.aat b. tléil at xwaxa

tléil u-ju-tu-0-v.at-h tléil at-u-ju-xa-0-vxa-’
NEG IRR-PFV-1PLS-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vgo.PL-VAR NEG IND.N.O-IRR-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~I]-Veat-VAR
‘we didn’t go’ ‘1 didn’t eat (something)’

c. tléil xat oosa d. tléil yeeylagoo
tléil xat-u-u-g-0-vsa-’ tléil f-u-ju-ji-la-vgu-h
NEG 1SG.O-IRR-PFV.TEL-3.0-CL[-D,@,+I]-Vhame-VAR NEG 3.0-IRR-PFV-2PL.S-CL[-D,],~1]-Vwipe-VAR
‘he didn't name me’ ‘you (pl.) didn’t wipe it’

e. tléil yisaneix f. tléil kdx awdatee
tléil 0-u-ju-i-si-Vnex-h tléil kax a-u-ju-0-da-vtit-h
NEG 3.0-IRR-PFV-25G.S-CL[-D,s,+I]-Vsave-VAR NEG on 3.0-IRR-PFV-3.8-CL[+D,0,~1]-Vput-vAR
‘you (sg.) didn’t save it’ ‘he didn’t put it on’

— negation is the typical context for irrealis forms of modes, but they can also appear less commonly in
dubitatives and in a few other irrealis contexts, hence the terms ‘negative form’ and ‘positive form’ are
convenient but sometimes misleading

(59) a. gwal wutoo.aat b. gwal atxwahoon
gwél u-ju-tu-0-vV.at-h gwél at-u-ju-xa-9-vhun-h
DUB IRR-PFV-1PL.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vg0.PL-VAR DUB  IND.N.O-IRR-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vsell-vAR
‘perhaps we went’ ‘perhaps I sold something’

- realis forms with gwd! are also possible, and preferred by many of my consultants

- Isuspect a gwdl [+IRR] versus gwdl [-IRR] distinction used to hold but the gwd!/ [+IRR] declined
because of analogy with the other (weaker?) dubitative kwshé that is always realis

= Leer (1991: 87) says that irrealis must occur with gwdl, with ‘presumptive’ gé-DEM (gé is the yes-no
question particle), and negative t/éil, but the only particle I have found absolutely requiring irrealis
is tléil; this may be due to either diachronic shift or perhaps dialectal differences

— some modes instead have an irrealis prefix built into them

- the potential mode is made of the irrealis u-, the verb theme’s conjugation prefix cnJ-, the ga- mode
prefix,!! [+1], and (mostly) -4 stem variation _

- this is generally represented by a string u-cnj-ga-[ +1]-...-h, but note that the ga-conjugation prefix
occurs before the irrealis prefix since it is in slot +7 versus the others in slot +5 and irrealis in
between them in slot +6 — cf. the following examples

1. The ga- mode prefix seems to be largely meaningless, but may have something to do with modality or possibility given its distri-
bution in the future, potential, hortative, and contingent modes.

34



James A. Crippen

(60) a. O-conjugation
kooxshikdotl’
0-ka-u-0-ga-shi-vkutl-h
3.0—HSFC—I_RR—ZCNJ-(_}MOD—CL[—D,Sh,+I]-\/mud—VAR
‘it can be muddy’
c. ga-conjugation
_gwaagaadlaan
0-u-ga-ga-ja-Vdlan-h
3.0-IRR-GCNJ-GMOD-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vdeep-vAR
‘it can be deep’

Tlingitology seminar 1-11 May summary

22 January 2013

na-conjugation

yéi=ungaatee

yéi=0-u-na-ga-ja-vtid-h
thus=3.0-IRR-NCNJ-GMOD-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vbe-VAR
‘it can be so’

ga-conjugation

at googaashee

at-ga-u-ga-ja-Vshi-h
IND.N.O-éCNJ—IRR-(_}MOD-CL[—D,@,+I]-\/Sing-VAR
‘he can sing’

= the [+1] of the potential does not change when it is negated; [+1] - [-1] instead occurs when the

potential is extended with the decessive epimode consisting of [-1] and -éen DEC meaning ‘used to

be the case’
» compare these negated potentials

(61) a. tléil yéi=ungaatee tléil at googaashee
tléil yéi=0-u-na-ga-ja-vtiP-h tléil at-ga-u-ga-0-vshi-h
NEG thus=3.0-IRR-NCNJ-GMOD-CL[-D,@, +1]-vbe-vAR NEG IND.N.O-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-CL[-D,@,+1]-V/sing-VAR
‘it can't be so’ ‘he can’t sing’
> versus these decessive potentials with [-I]-...-éen
(62) a. yéi=ungateeyéen at googasheeyéen
yéi=0-u-na-ga-0-vti-h-éen at-ga-u-ga-f-Vshi-h-éen
thus=3.0-IRR-NCNJ-GMOD-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vbe-VAR-DEC IND.N.0-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-CL[~D, @, ~1]-Vsing-VAR-DEC
‘it could have been so’ ‘he could have sung’
theme 0] S [-p] [9] Vshi
at- 0-
person
IND.N.O 3.8
a-  u- a- I -h
mode 5 5 [+1]
GCNJ IRR GMOD VAR
. [-1] -éen
(63) epimode DEC
at googa sheeyéen
at googa
at googasheeyéen

‘he could have sung’

- the future has a w- prefix which appears to be another kind of irrealis, occurring in the same slot
as irrealis u~'* the morphemes involved are the ga-conjugation prefix, the irrealis w-, the ga- mode
prefix, [-1] in the classifier, and -: stem variation

12. Leer does not consider this prefix to be a ‘true’ irrealis because it does not alternate in negative or dubitative forms. I feel this is
irrelevant, and simply consider the future to be, like the potential, inherently irrealis due to its quantification over possible worlds.
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(64) a. yéikgwatée b. at gugashée
yéi=0-ga-w-ga-0-Vtih-: at-ga-w-ga-0-Vshi-:
thuS:3.0—IRR_-NCNJ—GMOD—CL[—D,0,—I]-\/be—VAR—DEC IND.N.o—éCNj—IRR—gM0D-CL[—D,0,—I]-\/sing-VAR
‘it will be so’ ‘he will sing’

- the future has -4 stem variation when negated, but the irrealis prefix w- does not change, nor indeed
do any other future mode elements

(65) a. tléil yéi kgwatee b. tléil at gugashee
tléil yéi=0-ga-w-ga-0-vtin-h tléil at-ga-w-ga-0-vshi-h
NEG thuszg.O-IRR-IIICN]-(_}MOD-CL[—D,(D,—I]-\/be-VAR-DEC NEG IND.N.O-GE)N]-IRR-(_}MOD-CL[—D,(D,—I]-\/sing-VAR
‘it won't be so’ ‘he won't sing’

5.6. IMPERFECTIVE TYPES

- rather than being a single morphological structure, like the future or perfective, the imperfective mode is a
large class of different types; some of these types are lexically specified, others are predictable
— atlast count there are 26 imperfective types, though there may be a few obscure ones still undocumented
- each verb theme takes a particular imperfective type, referred to as the theme’s ‘primary imperfective’
— the primary imperfective of a verb theme is lexically specified; they cannot generally be predicted but
there are some basic patterns related to theme categories (section 5.7) noted by Leer (1991: ch. 7)
- eventive verb themes do not have primary imperfectives
= motion verb themes also do not have primary imperfectives
- afew non-eventive verb themes also lack primary imperfectives
- afew active verb themes have more than one primary imperfective; Leer (1991: 241 fn. 1) notes that
speakers claim there is no difference in meaning and speakers generally prefer one over the other,
so this is probably due to dialectal or idiolectal variation
— primary imperfectives are distinguished mostly by their stem variation, though theme categories also
play a major role
— for example, the theme O-S-[-D,0]-Vxa (0; -’ Act) ‘S eat O’ has the -’ active imperfective as its primary
imperfective type; the -” active imperfective is made up of the ¢-conjugation prefix, [-1] in the classifier,
and -’ stem variation

theme O S [-p] [9] Vxa
person  a- 0-
mode 0- [-1] -
(66) ,
a 0] xa
axa

‘he eats it} ‘he’s eating it’

— since all other modes have a prefix in the +7 — +4 range of slots but most imperfectives have nothing in
this range, I analyze imperfectives as having the ¢-conjugation prefix
- we have already seen that the conjugation prefixes are sometimes used for expressing modes
independent of conjugation class, e.g. the ga-conjugation prefix in all forms of the future mode
- Leerinstead analyzes the imperfectives as lacking any prefixes in +7 — +4; this difference in analysis
is purely theoretical rather than an empirical issue
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— Leer (1991: 244) has some lexicographic notes on which meanings take which primary imperfectives; his

list is expanded here with actual verb themes and examples of third person or 3-on-3 imperfective forms
- statives

- stative: default stative type used for most statives
+ O-[{]-Vge" (na; 5 Stv) ‘O be big’ - ligéi
» 0-[0]-Vjat’ (na; - Stv) ‘O be long’ - yaydt’
» O-[[]-Vts’a(§) (ga; - Stv) ‘O be fragrant’ — lits'da
» O-ka-[+D,[]-Vx'at’ (ga; 5 Stv) ‘O be unripe’ — kadlix’at’
+ ku-[0]-Vta" (0; - Stv) ‘be hot weather’ — kuwat'da ~ kuyat'da
» N-tiid-’ S-[-D,s]-Vgu (ga; 5 Stv) ‘N want S; S be pleasing to N’ — du tuwda sigéo
» N-dé O-[+D,0]-Vxwas’ (0; 5 Stv) ‘O (pl.) hang at, be fastened to N’ — aadé dixwds’
-1 stative: possession; perception and cognition; all comparative forms
» 0-S-[0]-V.u" (na; - Stv) ‘S own O’ - aya.do
» Y6i=0-S-[0]-V.u" (na; - Stv) ‘S be wearing O; S be using O’ - yéi aya.do
» 0-S-[0]-Vtin (ga; -: Stv) S (be able to) see, perceive O’ — ayatéen
+ 0-S-[sh]-Vk’an (ga; - Stv) ‘S hate O’ — ashik’dan
» it is impossible to distinguish -; from -4 if the root is CVC’ or CV'C; as far as I can tell, Leer
categorizes most such roots as the -4 stative type which makes -: considerably smaller
-h stative: perception and cognition; existence
> x’6i O-S-[+D, 0] -Nnikwrsg~nuky (0; -h Stv) ‘S taste O’ — x'éi awdineekw ~ x’éi awdinook
+ jée O-S-[+D,0]-Vnikwrsp~Vnuky (0; -h Stv) ‘S feel O’ - jée awdineekw ~ jée awdinook
» yéi=sh-tu-S-[+D, 0]-Vnikwrsp~~Nnuky (0; -h Stv) ‘S feel so (physically) — yéi sh tudineekw ~ yéi
sh tudinook
» 0-S-[+D,s]-Vnix’ (0; -h Stv) ‘S smell O’ — awsinéex’ ~ awdzinéex’
» N-k’a-S-[0]-Vhin (ga; -h Stv) ‘S believe (in) O’ - dk’ ayaheen
+ Leer says O-[0]-Vti" (na; -h Stv) ‘O be’ and the like are irregular because their meanings
imply -y statives (not perceptual and not dimensional), but I group them with the other -4
statives since they are morphologically unremarkable
-n stative: only themes with vha" ‘many’; not listed by Leer
» O-sha-ja-[+D,0]-Vha" (na; -n Stv) ‘O be many’ - shayadihéin
+ O-sha-ja-S-[[]-Vha" (na; -n Stv) ‘S have many O’ — ashayalihéin
+ at-jija-S-[[]-Vha" (na; -n Stv) ‘S have many possessions’ — at jiyalihéin
-k stative: only themes with Vkut/’ ‘muddy’; not listed by Leer
» O-ka-[sh]-Vkutl’ (0; -k Stv) ‘O be muddy’ — kashikitl'kw
» 0-ka-S-[sh]-Vkutl’ (0; -k Stv) ‘S make O muddy’ — akshikut!’kw
- positionals
-n positional: default positional type; posture or physical configuration
» N-t O-[0]-Vtan (0; -n Pos) ‘O (wooden; container) be positioned at N’ — dt tdn
> N-t O-[0]-Vti (0; -n Pos) ‘O (generic) be positioned at N’ — dt téen
» N-t O-[0]-Vhan (ga; -n Pos) ‘O (sg.) stand at N’ - dt hdn
» N-t O-[0]-Vnak (ga; -n Pos) ‘O (pl.) stand at N’ - dt has ndk
» N-t O-[0]-Vda (0; -n Pos) ‘O (water) lie at N’ - dt déin
» N-t 0-[0]-V.ax (0; -n Pos) ‘O (fabric) lie at N’ - dt dx
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» N-t O-[+D,[]-Vtsis (0; -n Pos) ‘O (boat) float, be moored at N’ — dt iltsis'
> N-t S-[0]-Vxex'w (0; -n Pos) ‘S (pl.) lie sleeping at N'** — dt has xéx'w
» N-t 0-S-[[]-Vsha't (ga; -n Pos) ‘S hold (down) O at N’ — dt alshdt
- positional: sit, be situated
» N-t O-[0]-V.a (ga; - Pos) ‘S (sg.) be seated, situated at N’ — dt da
> N-t S—O—[s]—\/.oz (ga; -: Pos) ‘S seat O (anim.) at N’ — dt as.da
» N-t O-[[]V.a (ga; -: Pos) ‘O (inanim., esp. bldg.) be seated, situated at N’ — dt la.da
* N-t O-[@]-\/[a'n_ (ga; -r Pos) ‘S (pl.) be seated, situated at N> — dt has kéen
+ N-t O-[s]-Vtan (ga?; -: Pos) ‘O (sg.) lie at N unable to move (dead, paralyzed)’ — dt satdan
- N-t sh-S-[+D,s]-Vtan (ga?; - Pos) ‘S (anim.) lie motionless at N (not sleeping) — dt sh istdan
- positional: unique, only occurs with Vta’ ‘sleep’
» N-t S-[0]-Vta" (na; -’ Pos) ‘S (sg.) lie sleeping at N’ — dt td
» N-t 0-S-[s]-Vta" (na; -’ Pos) ‘S have O (sg.) lie sleeping at N’ — dt astd
- actives
- active: action leading to a product; oral action'®
» 0-S-[{]-Vyex (0; -+ Act) ‘S make O’ — alyéix
0)-Vxash (0/na; - Act, -k Act) ‘S cut, saw O"'7 — axdash
s]-V.i (0; -1 Act) ‘S cook O’ — as.ée
[1-Vgis~Vgil (na; -: Act) ‘S cook O on a stick’8 — algées ~ algéel
0]-V.in (0; - Act) ‘S pick O (berries, into container)® — a.éen
0]-Vtax’ (0;-: Act) ‘S chew O’ — atdax’
[]-Vtux (@; -r Act) ‘S spit out O’ — altéox
» 0-S-[0]-Vtlet’ (0;-: Act) S lick O’ — atléit’
» 0-ka-S-[0]-V.ux (0; -1 Act) ‘S blow up O’ — aka.dox
» 0-ka-S-[0]-Vnik (na; -r Act) ‘S tell, report about O’ — akanéek
» S-[0]-Vgax (ga; - Act) ‘S cry’ — gdax
’ O-S-[@]_-\//zun (na; -1 Act) ‘S sell O’ — ahdon
» As with the -r and -4 statives, there seems to be no way to morphologically distinguish the
two kinds of actives with CVC’ or CV'C roots; Leer has such roots as variously - or -4 and I

—

0-8-[
0-8-[
- 0-S
- 0-S
0-S-[
0-8-[

am uncertain what his diagnostic was for their separation beyond the semantic differences
-’ active: open roots only; a few themes mostly involving oral activities or production
» 0-S-[0]-Vxa (0;-" Act) ‘S eat O’ — axd

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

An example of the fairly rare epenthetic or ‘peg’ vowel i. The morphemes here are -0-[-Vtsis-n ‘3.0-zcNJ-CL[+D, ], -1]-Vfloat-vaAR’ which
would result in ltsis. This is malformed so the epenthetic ‘peg prefix’ i- is inserted to rescue it. This is less common than in Dene
languages, but seems to be essentially cognate.

Leer (1991: 327) erroneously gives this as -’ positional. This is certainly a typo since elsewhere he has it as -n.

Edwards (2009:168) erroneously lists this with -n stem variation rather than -A. Cf. Leer 1991: 326 and my discussion in section 5.7.
Leer includes ‘whistle’ in his list, implying themes with V.éikw™ but that verb root is invariable and so cannot be - active. The
progressive yaa kanxa.éikw T'm whistling it’ should have -n stem variation and hence be *.ékw, but .éikw proves that it is invariable.
This is what Leer (1991: 278) calls a “dual-aspect theme”, by which he means that it can occur both as a #-conjugation and a na-
conjugation verb. Additionally it has two primary imperfectives according to his analysis (Leer 1991: 279), a -r active and a -k active
imperfective.

Leer (1973a) gives this with both Vgis and Vgil roots, apparently with gil attested at least in Tongass Tlingit. Story & Naish (1973:
56, 331) only have igis for this verb, with Vgil meaning ‘blunt. )

Normally the root V.in refers to handling a filled container, and is thus a motion verb (section 5.8). This particular theme is active
however, and is based on the idea that berry picking involves handling filled containers (traditionally baskets, now coffee cans and
5 gallon plastic buckets).

38



James A. Crippen

Tlingitology seminar 1-11 May summary 22 January 2013

-S-[0]-Vshit (ga; -’ Act) ‘S sing O’ — ashi

» 0-S-[+D,0]-Vna (0; -’ Act) ‘S drink O’ - adand

» yéi=(x'a)Ga-S-[0]-Vka (na; -’ Act) ‘S say 50’20 — yéi x’ayakd

» N-dé O/a-S-[s]-Vka (na; -’ Act) ‘S charge N for O’ — du eedé ayaskd

+ y6i=0-daa-S-[0]-Vnirsg~ney (na; -’ Act) ‘S work (so) on O’ — yéi adaané
> Cable (p.c. 2012) notes:

... for CVC roots, a - active imperfective would look just like a -r active imperfective (at least in
the realis modes). Given that the primary meaning of the -’ active imperfective is “oral activity
or production”, one might wonder whether such (allegedly) -r active imperfectives as ‘chew’,
‘spit), ‘lick’, ‘blow’, ‘tell) ‘cry’ might be better classified as CVC -” active imperfectives. Of course,
for this to work, I'm guessing we'd have to suppose that the CVC -’ active imperfectives also take
-h in the irrealis (just like -r active imperfectives). I don't see this as too implausible, though...

= this would necessitate that CVC + -” - CV:C so that the stem would appear identical with
CVC + - > CViC

- recall that earlier we considered CVC + -’ -» CV:C for irrealis #-conjugation perfectives

= having both is phonologically inconsistent, so we can only choose one, the other, or
neither

- saying that -’ simply does not occur with CVC roots avoids the inconsistency entirely, so I
adopt this position despite the failure to capture the semantic lexical class

- also note that, given the identification of -” as glottalization, we'd expect CVC + - - CV'C
in Tongass Tlingit but in fact this doesn’t seem to occur

-h active: action viewed as a process, especially one involving physical manipulation (rub vygix’
Vdich, peel Vs’el, shave Vxas’, scratch Vdlakw, push with a stick Vtak, hunt Vl'u'n, gather vVha,
ﬁght Vigaw, play Vyat, dance Vlex, laugh Vshuk, ask vwus’)

» O-ka-S-[0]-Vnik (na; -h Act) ‘S tell O’ — akaneek

+ 0-S-[0]-Vtus’ (0;-h Act) ‘S toast O, cook O near open flame’ — alt'éos’

» 0-S-[0]-Vs'u'w (na; -n Act) ‘S chop O’ — as’dow

» 0-ka-S-[0]-Vchixw~~chux (0; -h Act, -s’ Act) ‘S knead O'2! — akacheexw
» sh-k'a-S-[+D,0]-V.i’s (0; -h Act) ‘S whistle under breath’ — sh k'ada.ées

-S-[0]-Vs'it (0;-h Act) S tie, bind O’ — as’eet

» O-ka-S-[{]-Vtul (; -h Act) ‘S roll up O’ — aklatool

» 0-ka-S-[0]-Vtal’ (0; -h Act) ‘S press O flat, mash O’ — akat'dal’

» 0-ka-S-[0)-Vtix~Vtex'y (0; -h Act) ‘S wring, twist, wind O’ — akat’éex’ ~ akat’éix’y

» at-S-[0)-Vshuk (0/na; -h Act) ‘S laugh, smile’ — at shook

» O-ka-S-[0]-Vyex (0/na; -h Act) ‘S whittle O’ — akayeix

> Leer (1991: 280) says that probably all themes with -4 active imperfectives are either na-

conjugation or both #-conjugation and na-conjugation (his “dual-aspect”)

-n active: rare, occurs only with a few themes; not recognized by Leer

-S-[0]-Vsha’t (ga; -n Act) ‘S grab O’ - ashdt

» N-kd-x a-S-[0]-Vdel (8; -n Act) ‘S guard, watch, protect N’ — a kdx adél
- these themes do not have a surface -n because they are closed roots, but they display CVC

stem variation expected from -n; they could also be analyzed as -j but that is associated with
stativeness in other contexts, so -n is supposed here instead

20. This theme has x’a- in the active and repetitive imperfectives but not otherwise, e.g. perfective yéi yaawakaa.
21. Some people have this as -4 active and others have -s’ active instead.
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» Leer (1991: 206) does in fact imply that these exist, listing a type of “n-Positional/Processive
Imperfective” where his “Processive” is our active
» elsewhere he makes no mention of -n active imperfectives, so we still need to investigate
them further
-x active: action leading to transformation from one state to another (boil V.uk, steam vVxu Vnal,
soak V.it~V.ut’, freeze Vt'ix’; default for causatives with [s] or [1]
» O-ka-[#]-V.a (na; -x Act) ‘O (plant) grow, yield; O (water) flow’ — ka.éix
» 0-ka-S-[s]-V.a (na; -x Act) ‘S grow O (plant); S make O (water) flow, S turn on O (hose,
faucet)’ — aksa.éix
> O-ka-S-[[]-V.it’ (0; -x Act) ‘S soak 022 — akla.it’x
+ y6i=0-ka-S-[s]-Vna’k (0; -x Act) ‘S form, shape O’ - yéi aksandkx
» 0-S-[{]-Vla (3; x Act) ‘S melt O’ — alléix
» 0-S-[0]-Vtix’ (0; -x Act, -s” Act) ‘S freeze O'23 — alt’ix’x
-k active: series of actions with an alternating back-and-forth motion in repeated contact
» 0-S-[[]-Vgu (ga~na; -k Act) ‘S wipe O’ — algéikw?*
+ 0-S-[0]-V.us’ (na; -k Act) ‘S wash O’ — a.tis’k
* 0-S-[0]-Vxit’ (ga~na; -kw Act) ‘S sweep O’ — axit’kw
» 0-S-[[]-Vshi" (na; -kw Act) ‘S stroke, pet, caress O’ — ashikw
> the reason for -kw rather than -k with some non-round roots is unclear; there doesn’t seem
to be a synchronic phonological motivation so it may be due to e.g. a final *w or *u
» active ga-conjugation themes may be reanalyzed to na-conjugation by some speakers (Leer
1991: 272), probably due to levelling, hence the ga~na listed here
[+I]-...-k active: series of alternating actions, only occurs with a few themes
» S-[+D,0]-Vsa¥ (na; [+1]-...-k Act) ‘S breathe’ — diséikw
» S-[0)-Nikwrsg~Nuky (0; [+1]-...-k Act) ‘S blink’ — yalikkwy ~ yaltkkwsg ~ yalikkwq
y00=[+I]-...-k active: [no description by Leer]
* yoo=x'a-S-[0]-Vtan (0; yoo=[+1]-...-k Act) ‘S speak, talk’ —yoo x’ayatdnk ~ yoo x’aatdnk
» O-cL[+D,s]-V.ax (0; yoo=[+I]-...-k Act) ‘O (sound) echo, resound’ - yoo ya.dxk
» 0-ka-S-[0]-Vha (0;y00=[+I]-...-k Act) ‘S stir, rub, spread O (oil, grease, butter)’ —yoo akayahéik
» N-x O-[[]-Vgix'~Vgex'y (ga; yoo=[+1]-...-k Act) ‘O rub against N making creaking noise’ —yoo
ligix’k ~ yoé ligégc’:’fN
-ch active: obscure, occurs only with a few themes
» O-ka-[+D,0]-Vgat (ga; -ch Act) ‘O (pl. small round) fall’ — kadagdtch
+ S-[+D,0]-Vla (0; -ch Act, § Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S yell’ — daléich
DIR=...-ch active: [no description by Leer]|
-t active: ‘ictive’ 1CT,? series of discrete actions with repeated instantaneous contact (hit \/gwal,
shoot V.un, poke Vtak, cut into pieces Vt'ax’)
» 0-S-[0]-Vtsex (0; -t Act) ‘S kick O’ — atséxt
» 0-S-[[]-Vtak (0; -t Act) ‘S poke O’ — altdkt

22.

23.
24.

25.

Some people have a -1 active imperfective instead (Leer 1973a), thus akla.éet’. Presumably they have a -x repetitive as well, and
those lacking the -: active have converted the -x repetitive to a -x active (i.e. primary imperfective).

This theme also has a -s” active imperfective according to a listing by Leer (1976) but I have not verified this.

This verb has an irregular apophonic form from the -4 suffix, with géikw instead of expected *gwéikw. Other forms are predictable,
e.g. habitual axlagwéich ~ analgwéich ‘he always wipes it’ and prozgressive yéi analgwéin ~ yac_l analgwéin ‘he is wiping it.

From Latin ictus ‘blow, stroke, thrust’ derived from icére ‘to strike, hit. _ _
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» 0-S-[0]-V.un (0; -t Act) ‘S shoot O (with gun)’ — a.unt
» 0-S-[0]-Vtix~Vtex'y (0; -t S pound, hammer, smash, break O) ‘' at’ix’t ~ at’éx’ty
-s’ active: ‘serial’ SER, series of actions with repeated contact and cumulative result (rub, feel,
knock, encourage, advise)
» 0-S-[+D,0]-Vka (0;-s’ Act) ‘S sew O’ — adakéis’
» O-ka-S-[0]-Vywk (0; -s’ Act) ‘S shake O’ — akayiiks’
» 0-ka-S-[0]-Vchixw~~chuxy (0;-h Act, -s’ Act) ‘S knead 0’26 — akachixws’ ~ akachiixs’y
-’ active: ‘serial’ SER, only occurs in one theme
» 0-ka-S-[-D,{]-Vxakw (0; -l Act) ‘S grind O’ — aklaxdkw!’
> possibly retained in yadzdn!’ lumpy, pockmarked face’?”
+ Vnéegwdl’ ‘paint’ might be related, but why not *néekwl’ instead?
-x" active: ‘plural object’ PL.0, movement or transformation of multiple discrete entities
» O-sha-S-[0]-Vtlekw (na; -x’ Act) ‘S grab and take O’ — ashatlékwx’
-t active: ‘plural object destruction’ PL.0, action leading to destruction of multiple discrete
entities
» 0-S-[s]-Vigan (na; -’ Act) ‘S burn O’ - asgdnt’
+ O-ka-S-[s]-Vigan (na; -t’ Act) ‘S burn surface of O’ — aksagdnt’
- beyond the primary imperfectives there are the secondary imperfectives
— the progressive imperfective is available for nearly all verbs
- progressives are constructed with the na-conjugation prefix, [-1], and -n stem variation
- the progressive also occurs with a specific preverb depending on conjugation class: # - nothing or
Jaa=‘along), na - nothing or jaa= ‘along, ga - yei=‘down, ga - kei= ‘up’

(67) a. O-conjugation b. na-conjugation
yaa has na.at yaa kunashéen
jaa=has=na-0-0-v.at-n yaa=ku-na-0-@-Vshi-n
along=PL=NCNJ-3.5-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vg0.PL-VAR along=AREAL-NCNJ-3.5-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vsearch-vAr
‘they are going along’ ‘he is going along searching’
c. ga-conjugation d. ga-conjugation
yei andagan kei ndahan
yei=a-na-da-vgan-n kei=na-0-da-vhan-n
down=3.0-NCNJ-CL[+D,@,~1]-Vburn-vAr UP=NCNJ-3.8-CL[+D,0,~1]-Vstand-VAR
‘it is getting sunny’ ‘he is standing up’

- note that Tlingit progressives are not semantically identical with English, instead Tlingit progres-
sives generally mean ‘move along while doing), as in the following (Leer 1991: 500) with the theme
0-S-[0]-Vs'u'w (na; -n Act) ‘S chop O’

(68) wooch géide yaa has anasaw
wooch géi-dé yaa=has=a-na-0-0-vVs'w'w-n
RECIP.PSS  opposition-ALL along=PL=3.0-NCNJ-3.5-CL[-D,@,-1]-Vchop-VAR
each.other against-toward they.chop.PrOG.it
‘they are chopping it along toward each other’

26. Some people have this as -4 active and others have -s’ active instead.
27. This might be from a verb jia-[ +D]-Vsa’n where the root is Vsa’n ‘cure shamanistically, perhaps via a related meaning like ‘diseased’
or ‘poxed.. An alternative root is Vdzaj ‘bearded, and there is also dzdnti flounder’.
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> the primary imperfective of an active verb supplies a reading closer to the English progressive,
though it also has a generic temporal reading

(69) gan as"aw
gan a-0-0-0-Vs'w'w-n
firewood 3.0-ZCNJ-3.5-CL[-D,0,-1]-Vchop-vAR
‘he’s chopping firewood), ‘he chops firewood’

most verb themes also have repetitive imperfectives as described earlier
- averb theme that has a yoo=[+1]-...-k active or -x active imperfective as its primary imperfective
essentially has the same as its secondary imperfective, so that the primary and secondary imper-
fectives aren’t distinguished for such verb themes; no other imperfective forms are allowed with
such themes (Leer 1991: 242)
— verb themes are not limited to a single repetitive imperfective, so that some have not only the conjuga-
tion class—related one, but also others
— in addition to repetitive imperfectives, some themes have other types of secondary imperfectives
- motion verbs may have an associated positional imperfective representing the result of the motion
to a position; thus the basic motion theme O-[#]-Vda (Mot, -h Ext Stv, -n Pos, -kwt MPos) ‘O flow’
has an -n positional imperfective with bound N-t which can be listed as a separate verb theme N-¢
0-[0]-Vda (8; -n Pos) ‘O (fluid) lie at N’

(70) a. -hrepetitive imperfective b. positional imperfective
ax daa at déin
ax 0-0-0-Vda-h a-t 0-0-0-Vda-n
3N-PERT 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vlow-vAR 3N-PNCT 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vflow-VAR
‘it flows there’ ‘it (fluid) is lying there’

- the preceding theme also shows how a theme can have a multipositional stative imperfective; all
multipositional stative imperfectives require a locative N-x and have the -kw-t suffixes if open CV
or -k if closed CVC, and the form acts as a sort of plural to the positional imperfective

(71) multipositional stative imperfective
ax naadakwt
a-x 0-na-ja-vda-kwt
3N-PERT 3.0-NCNJ-CL[-D,@,+1]-Vflow-MPOS
‘multiple ones (fluid) lie here and there along it’

- motion verbs that refer to a mass or group have extensional stative imperfectives as an additional
secondary imperfective type, representing the motion as a static extent; the basic motion theme
O-[0]-Vshu" (Mot,  Ext Stv) ‘O extend’ is the only one which occurs with all four conjugation
classes in the -jj extensional stative imperfective (Leer 1991: 319)

(72) a. kei=(0) ‘moving up’ b. N-dé (na) ‘moving toward N’
kei yasho6o aadé naashéo
kei=0-0-ja-Vshuh-j 4-dé  0-na-ya-Vshu-y
up=3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vextend-vAR 3N-ALL 3.0-NCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vextend-vAR
‘it extends up’ ‘it extends toward it’
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c. N-x(ga) moving down along N’ d. N-dax (ga) ‘moving away from N’
ax gaashodo aadax gaashoo
dx 0-ga-ja-Vshub-j 4-ddx 0-ga-ja-Vshuh-y
3N-PERL 3.6—(}CNJ—CL[—D,(Z),+I]—\/eXtend—VAR 3N-ABL 3.0-GCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vextend-vAR
‘it extends down along it’ ‘it extends off away from it’

- most extensional stative imperfectives only occur with the na-conjugation ‘moving along’ and N-x
ga-conjugation ‘moving down along N’ motion derivations; usually the perfective is used to express
an extensional state instead

- even for na the extensional stative is sometimes replaced with the perfective, as in the na-derived
motion theme O-[0]-Vda (na; Mot, -h Ext Stv, -kwt MPos) ‘O flow’ where the perfective and
extensional stative are used interchangeably (Leer 1991: 321 fn. 1)

(73) a. perfective b. -hextensional stative imperfective
woodaa naadaa
0-ju-ya-Vda-h 0-na-ya-Vda-h
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,0, +1]-Vilow-VAR 3.0-NCNJ-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vflow-vaR
‘it flows’ ‘it flows), ‘it is flowing’

5.7. THEME CATEGORIES

The theme categories are groupings of verb themes based on their semantics and secondarily on morphological
differences, with the essential distinction in Tlingit being between active, stative, positional, eventive, and
motion. Leer calls the theme category a ‘lexical aspectual category’ in his dissertation (Leer 1991: 234), but
elsewhere uses either ‘theme type’ or ‘theme category’ depending on the year. Kari (1979) established the term
‘theme category’ in publications on Dene (Athabaskan) languages, so for familial consistency I have adopted
it. The theme categories in Tlingit are closely tied to the imperfective types discussed previously in section 5.6,
and most analyses consider the two topics together but I have divided them for precision. Motion verbs are
addressed separately in section 5.8 below.

- five theme categories: active, stative, positional, eventive, motion
- active verbs
— active?8 verbs generally describe actions or processes involving the verb’s arguments: eat, speak, work,
swallow, dig, fish, chop, study, cook, hunt, ask, grow, sleep, instruct
— Leer says ‘processive’ in his dissertation (Leer 1991) but elsewhere says ‘active’
— Edwards (2009) labels this class ‘act’
— Leer divides active verbs into two groups depending on their conjugation class
- 0-conjugation class verbs he calls ‘telic’
- na-, ga-, and ga-conjugation class verbs he calls ‘atelic’
- his claim is that the O-conjugation class verbs mostly describe processes that culiminate in a
defined termination (Leer 1991: 236)
- this does not clearly follow from his examples of ‘telic’ #-conjugation themes, however
> the theme O-S-[+D,0]-Vna” (0; -’ Act) ‘S drink O’ is not necessarily telic in all of its forms, given
for example the imperfective mode xadand ‘I am drinking it’

28. The use of ‘active’ and ‘stative’ in Tlingit has nothing to do with valency or argument structure. Active verbs may or may not be
transitive, and if intransitive may or may not be unergative. The same is true for statives.
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the same is true for O-S-[{]-Vyex (0; - Act, -x Rep) ‘S make O’ in e.g. the repetitive imperfective
xalayéxx ‘I keep trying to make it; I make it repeatedly’ where the former reading is not
obviously culminative

the non-¢-conjugation themes that he calls ‘atelic’ are also not obviously non-culminative

s0 0-S-[0]-Vshi* (ga; -’ Act) ‘S sing O’ is hard to construe as non-culminative in the perfective
mode xwaashee ‘I sang it’

and O-S-[[]-Vgu (ga~na; -k Act) ‘S wipe O’ seems to be clearly culminative in the consecutive
mode /_falagéc; ‘wl_len/ after I wiped it’

instead Leer’s ‘telicity’ is appears to be a weak generalization from the pattern he sees in
the motion verbs, detailed in section 5.8, perhaps with some influence from the inceptive
and terminative non-motion derivations (section 5.9) that both convert the theme to the
¢-conjugation class

as will be shown in section 5.8, the #-conjugation class derivations of motion verbs are
themselves not necessarily telic

so itis probably best to discard Leer’s notion of telicity as a grammatical category, and to simply
use the conjugation classes as labels to describe the grammatical groupings correlated with
those classes

— there are a small handful of active g-conjugation themes that Leer (1991: 269) calls “0(-§)-aspect”, where
the potential, imperative, and hortative modes have -j stem variation instead of the expected -4 stem
variation; he also refers obliquely to this group while discussing mode morphology (Leer 1991: 204)

Leer often indicates these by giving the conjugation class as ‘0"’ instead of the usual ¢; this practice
apparently dates from before he labeled some Northern CV: stems as having - stem variation,
when he did not see it them distinct from the CV: stems with - stem variation

Leer only uses the 0(-j) sign a few times in his dissertation, and nowhere else

I indicate these as 7-j conjugation class, but also include the ephemeral note ‘5 Pot/Imp/Hort’ for
clarity

they can be succinctly described as ‘0-j themes’

Leer (1991: 269 fn. 9) lists the following themes, though there may be a few more:

0-ka-S-[0]-Vha (05; -x Act, § Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S dig O’
O-S-[0]-vwu (0-§; -x Act, - Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S send for O’

S-[+D, 0]-Vwu (0 -? Act, -y Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S take traveling provisions, lunch’
0-S-[s]-Vna" (0+; -? Act, - Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S sun-dry O’
O-S-[[]-Vl'a" (0; -: Act, -J Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S suck O’

0-S-[0]-Vsha (0;  Act, -j Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S marry O’
O-shu-ka-S-[0]-ja" (0-; -? Act, § Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S advise O’
0-S-[0]-Vx’a (0-; -2 Act, -j Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S twist O to soften it’
O-S-[+D,0]-Vx'u (03; -? Act, 5 Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S wear O (blanket)’
0-S-[s]-Vku" (0); 3 Act, -J Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S come to know O’
0-S-[0]-Vxa (0; -? Act, - Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S paddle O’
S-[+D,0]-Vla (0; -ch Act, j Pot/Imp/Hort) ‘S yell

— Leer (1991: 204) also points out another stem variation problem with -4 versus - in active themes

- in ¢-conjugation active themes that do not have “aspectual derivational strings” — i.e. derivations

that modify conjugation class — there is apparently freedom between -4 and -j stem variation for
closed roots (CVC, CV'C, CVC)
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- Story (1966:185) seems to have first described this variation,?? she notes that they do not occur with
directionals, fitting with Leer’s more specific — and probably more accurate — statement that they
do not occur with derivations that modify conjugation class

- to clarify, we would normally expect -4 in this context, but for some unexplained reason -jy may

show up instead

- the following examples are taken from Story (1966:185); the themes here are O-S-[0]-V.u'n (0; -t
Act) ‘S shoot O (with gun)’ and O-S-[0]-Vshuch (0; - Act) ‘S bathe O’

hortative with -h

gatoo.6oni

(_D—(Z)—ga—tu—ﬂ—\/.u’n—h—ée
3.0-ZCNJ-GMOD-1PL.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vshoot-VAR-SUB
‘let’s shoot it’

b.

hortative with -y

gatooshuji

0-0-ga-tu-0-vshuch-j-ée
3.0-ZCNJ-GMOD-1PL.S-CL[D,0,-1]-Vbathe-VAR-sUB
‘let’s bathe it’

- this does not seem to be free variation, i.e. a particular theme does not vary freely between -/ or -j
- instead, the use of -4 versus - for closed roots seems to be a lexically specified property
- this problem has yet to be documented in any detail, so that it is still an open issue
* stative verbs
— stative verbs describe states and attributes of the verb’s arguments
— Leer (1991: 75) notes that stative verbs can also have inchoative denotations in most modes
- an imperfective mode of a stative verb denotes a pure state
- other modes may denote either a state or a transition into a state, or both

stative imperfective

xat yanéekw

)_(at—(D—ya—\/ néekw”
15G.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vsick
‘I am sick’

stative imperfective

xat ligéi

xat-0-li-Vge-j
15G.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D, ], +1]-Vbig-VAR
‘I am big’

b.

stative imperative

iganéekw !

i-ga-0-Vnéekw”
28G.0-GCNJ-CL[-D,0,-1]-Vsick
‘get sick!, ‘be sick!

stative perfective

xat wuligéi

xat-ju-li-Vge-j
1SG.0-PFV-CL[-D, ], +1]-Vbig-vAR
‘I was big’, ‘I got big’

— most statives are non-f-conjugation (Leer 1991: 252), though some #-conjugation statives exist

- O-ka-[sh]-Vkutl’ (8; -k Stv) ‘O be muddy’

- Yéi=0-ka-[0]-Vxa't (;  Stv) ‘O is so shaped’

- ku-[0]-Vt'a" (0; -J Stv) ‘be hot weather’

- Edwards (2009: 251) is incorrect about the latter being the only ¢-conjugation class stative theme
— Leer (1991: 254) says that most statives are ga-conjugation, and that all ga-conjugation stative themes

have invariable roots

- the converse also holds, that statives with invariable roots are ga-conjugation
- the root Vk’éi* ‘good’ is an invariability exception, where in some themes it is at least partially

variable

— Leer (1991: 251) divides statives into two groups: descriptive statives and cognitive statives

29. Leer (1991: 204) has an incorrect citation for Story’s discussion, which is not in the nonexistent section 11.2.2.2.1 on the nonexistent

page 248, but rather is as cited here.
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- descriptive statives “denote existence, location, or possession of some attribute, such as ‘to be’ or
‘to be thus™ (Leer 1991: 251)
- most descriptive statives are object intransitives (unaccusatives), e.g.:
> O-[{]-Vxe'tl (ga; -h Stv) ‘O be lucky’
> O-[0]-Vyat’ (na;  Stv) ‘O be long’
> O-[0]-Vtix’ (ga; -h Stv) ‘O be difficult’
> O-[s]-V.dax'w* (ga; Stv) ‘O be sour’
- dimensional descriptive statives are a subtype of descriptive statives which “denote a quantifiable
physical attribute” (Leer 1991: 256)
> the most important feature of dimensional statives is that they permit comparative forms with
the comparative derivation yéi=ka/ga-w- (-1 Stv)

(76) a. dimensional stative imperfective b. comparative dimensional stative imperfective

yayat’ yéi koowaat’
0-0-ya-Vyat -y yéi=0-ka-w-0-ja-Vyat'-:
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vlong-vAR thus=3.0-HSFC-IRR-ZCNJ-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vlong-vAR
‘it’s long’ ‘it’s yay long’

c. dimensional stative habitual d. comparative dimensional stative habitual
nayat'ch a yaanax kunayat'ch
0-na-0-Vyat'-ch a; ydanax 0-ka-w-na-0-Vyat-ch
3.0-NCNJ-CL[-D,0,-1]-Vlong-HAB 3.N; more.than 3.0;-HSFC-IRR-NCNJ-CL[-D, @, ~1]-Vlong-HAB
‘it always is/becomes long’ ‘it; always is/becomes longer than it;’

> the last pair of examples shows how the manner argument yéi= ‘thus’ can be replaced by more
specific manners to denote different kinds of comparison
» Leer (1991: 256) says that most dimensional statives are na-conjugation and have -j stem
variation in the imperfective mode
» some however are ga-conjugation, generally those with invariable roots
> a couple of dimensional statives have an extensional stative imperfective rather than an
ordinary stative imperfective (Leer 1991: 322—324)
» extensional statives have their conjugation prefix appearing in the imperfective
+ the theme O-[0]-Vlifrsp~le™y (na; 5 Ext Stv) ‘O be far’ is an important example of an
extensional stative

(77) a. perfective b. -j extensional stative imperfective
woolei naaléi
0-ju-yja-vier-h 0-na-ja-vleh-j
3.0-PFV-CL[-D,0, +1]-Vfar-vAR 3.0-NCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vfar-vAR
‘it became far’, ‘it was far’ ‘it is far’

» this theme is a kind of dimensional stative since like other dimensional statives it has a
derived comparative theme yéi=0-ka-w-[0]-Vli"~le" (na; - Ext Stv) ‘O be so far’

(78) a. comparative perfective b.  comparative -j extensional stative imperfective
yéi kaawalei yéi kunaaléi
yéi=0-ka-w-ju-ya-vleh-h yéi=0-ka-w-na-ja-vleh-j
thus=3.0-HSFC-IRR-PFV-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vfar-var thus=3.0-HSFC-IRR-NCNJ-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vfar-vAr
‘it became so far’, ‘it was so far’ ‘it is so far’
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» Edwards (2009:182) notes that

The perfective form yéi kaawalei “it was that far” is commonly used in situations where one just
fell short of making it to a destination. In other words, ‘I almost made it, it was just that far

away’.

+ there are two derived themes based on the theme O-[0]-Vli"sz~le"y (na; -j Ext Stv) ‘O be

far’ which use what are normally motion derivations;3° one is with N-x (ga; -ch Rep) ‘down
along N’ and the other is N-x jia-oo- (@; -ch Rep) ‘obliquely around N’

-J extensional stative imperfective b. < extensional stative imperfective

ax gaaléi ax wuwaléi

&x 0;-ga-ya-Vleh-y 4x 0;-ya-oo-ja-vleh-y

3.N;-PERT 3.0,'—C_}CNJ—CL[—D,0,+I]—\/far—VAR 3.N;-PERT 3.0[—VSFC—IRR—CL[—D,(/),+I]-\/far—VAR

‘it; is far down along it;’ (e.g. trail or river) ‘it; is far around it/ (e.g. distance along
shoreline)

>

the other important extensional stative theme is O-[0]-Vdlan (ga; -h Ext Stv) ‘O be deep’

potential b. -hextensional stative imperfective
gwaagaadlaan gaadlaan

0-u-ga-ga-ya-vdlan-h 0-ga-ja-Vdlan-h
3.0-IRR-GCNJ-GMOD-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vdeep-vAR 3.0-GCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vdeep-VAR
‘it may be(come) deep’ ‘it is deep’

» extensional statives are also available as derived themes for motion verbs that denote the

motion of groups or masses, these are covered in section 5.8 below

- cognitive statives denote “cognition, perception, or attitude” (Leer 1991: 252)
- all cognitive stative themes are either transitive or intransitive with a thematic pronominal
> 0-S-[s]-Vxdn™ (ga; Stv) ‘S love O’

> this theme is transitive with an invariable root Vxdn* ‘love’

the root is related to the relational noun —xdn ‘neighbouring, near’

cognitive stative imperfective b. cognitive stative habitual

xasixan gaxsaxanch

0-0-xa-si-Vxan® 0-ga-xa-sa-Vx4n-ch
3.0-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vlove 3.0-GCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vlove-HAB
‘Ilove her’ ‘I always (come to) love her’

> N-k’ a-S-[0]-Vhin (0; -h Stv) ‘S believe N’

> this theme has a thematic pronominal a- 3.0 which is nonreferential; it appears even when

the subject is not ¢- 3.5 and it can’t be coindexed with any DP in the sentence

the oblique N-k’ includes the unique postposition -4’ that only happens with themes based
on this root Vhin ‘believe’, but which is probably related to the locative -x’ and is certainly

distinct from the diminutive -k’

Edwards (2009: 118) gives this theme with N éek’ implying that her consultants preferred to
use -k’ with the postpositional attachment base =ee rather than direct attachment

30. Leer confusingly lists these extensional stative themes as “motion” themes because they can be used with a few motion derivations
and most other extensional statives are derived from motion themes. These particular themes are however semantically unlike
motion themes. I do not believe they can occur with other motion derivations but I am unsure of this.
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(82) a. cognitive stative imperfective b. cognitive stative habitual
ak’ axaaheen ak’ ooxahinch
4k a-0xa-ja-vhin-h 4k  a-uxa-0-vhin-ch

3.N-OBL 3.0-ZCNJ-18G.8-CL[-D,0, +1]-Vbelieve-var
‘1 believe it;

3.N;-OBL 3.0-PFV.TEL-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vbelieve-HAB
‘T always (come to) believe it;’
c. cognitive stative perfective
ax  kinaayéigik’
ax  kinaayéik-yi-k’

axwaahin

a-ju-xa-ya-vVhin-j

18G.PsS guardian.spirit-Pss-0BL 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vbelieve-vAR
‘I have come to believe in my guardian spirit’

* positional verbs
— positional verbs describe physical situations of the verb’s arguments, usually locations or positions in
space, and very occasionally in time by metaphorical extension
— positional verb themes only occur in the imperfective mode, and cannot exist in other modes
— most positional themes are paired with other non-positional themes that provide equivalent non-
imperfective forms (Leer 1991: 324)
- motion themes that are transitive and denote controlled motion have corresponding themes that
are intransitive and denote being at or coming to rest (Leer 1991: 325)
= for such intransitive themes, the imperfective mode is positional with the bound phrase N-¢ and
the non-imperfective modes include the motion derivation jan= ~ jax= ~ jdnde= (0) ‘coming to
rest’

(83) a. perfective b. -npositional imperfective
da yan uwatan at tan
4-t 0-0-0-Vtan-n

3.Nj-t 3.0;-ZCNJ-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vmove-VAR

&~  yan=0-u-ya-Vtan-j
3.N;-LOC TERM:3.O[-PFV.TEL-CL[—D,0,+I]—\/move-VAR

‘it; came to rest there;’ ‘it; is at rest there;’

c. -hrepetitive imperfective d. future
da yax taan da yande kgwatdan
&-  yax=0-0-0-Vtan-h 4~ yin-de=0,-ga-w-ga-f-V'tan-:

3.N;-LOC TERM=3.0;-ZCNJ-CL[-D, 0,~1]-Vmove-VAR 3.Nj-LOC TERM-ALL=3.0;-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vmove-VAR

‘it; keeps coming to rest there;’ ‘it; will come to rest there;’

- we could represent themes like that above by including the positional imperfective as a special
form listed in the ephemera
> 0-[0]-Vtan (Mot, -n Pos) ‘O (container) assume/be in position’
- but many examples of motion & positional theme pairings do not have exactly the same root, as
for example the pair of Vki ‘sit (pl.)’ and Vkin ‘be seated (pl.)

(84) a.

perfective

da has wookee

& has=ju-0-ya-Vki-h

3.N-LOC PL:PFV-g.S-CL[—D,(D,+I]-\/Sit.PL-VAR
‘they sat down there’
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at has kéen

a-t has=0-0-0-Vkin-:

3.N-PNCT PL=ZCNJ-3.8-CL[-D,0,~I]-Vsit.PL-VAR
‘they are sitting there’
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(85) a.

negative perfective d. negative positional imperfective

tléil 4a has wookee tléil at has ukeen

tléil4~  has=ju-0-0-vki-h tléil 4-t has=u-0-0-0-vkin-h

NEG 3.N-LOC PL=PFV-3.8-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vsit.PL-VAR NEG 3.N-PNCT PL=IRR-ZCNJ-3.8-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vsit.PL-VAR
‘they didn't sit down there’ ‘they aren't sitting there’

> the final n of the positional root might be analyzed as -n stem variation giving VCV + -n - CVin
and hence kéen here so that the root would still be Vki for both themes
> but the irrealis form breaks that analysis: irrealis -n active and - positional imperfectives also
have -n, but the irrealis positional stem here is keen and hence has -4 stem variation
» therefore we have the positional imperfective with - stem variation, rather than the -n found
with most other positional imperfectives
- so we list motion & positional pairs as two related themes rather than as a single theme with a
special imperfective form
> 0-[0]-Vtan (Mot) ‘O (container) move’ + N-x’ jan=~jax=~jdnde= (0) ‘coming to rest at N’ &
N-t O-[0]-Vtan (0; -: Pos) ‘O (container) be situated at N’
> N-x’S-[0]-Vki (Mot) ‘S (pl.) sit’ + N-x’ (ga) ‘downward at N’ & N-t S-[0]-Vkin (ga; -: Pos) ‘S (pl.)
be seated at N’ _ _
- some positional themes have roots that are phonologically unrelated, so the relationship is purely
lexical-semantic
> the motion theme S-[#]-Vnuk (Mot) ‘S (sg.) sit’ is semantically related to the positional theme
N-t S-[0]-V.a (ga; -: Pos) S (sg.) be seated, situated at N’

perfective b. positional imperfective

da woonook at da

a-' ju-0-ja-vVnuk-h a-t 0-0-0-V.a-:

3.N-LOC PFV-3.8-CL[-D,@, +1]-Vsit.SG-VAR 3.N-PNCT ZCNJ-3.8-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vsit.SG-VAR
‘he sat down there’ ‘he is sitting there’

- Cable (p.c. 2012) has some reservations about Leer’s approach:
Your discussion of the purely positional themes [with] Vkin and V.a greatly clarifies why Leer
(1991) treats positional imperfectives as the primary imperfectives of derived themes (something
I always found extremely confusing/odd). However, I'm not entirely convinced by this argument.
How many positionals are there, really, where we can definitely say that they aren’t just secondary
imperfectives of an independent theme? To my eye, it would be more elegant for something like
dt tdn to be a secondary imperfective of the motion theme, and for Vkin and V.a to be listed as
irregular exceptional forms.
» we can thus envision an operation where applying a positional imperfective semantics to an
existing theme produces a specialized secondary imperfective
» this operation would then have exceptions where the root is suppletive
I sympathize with this analysis, but have not considered the ramifications for the consequent
rearrangement of the lexicon and the verbal system
this remains an outstanding issue for lexical and morphosemantic investigation, closely tied
with the semantics of the positional imperfective aspectual category

v

v

— all positional imperfectives occur with the bound PP N-¢ ‘at N: *(dt) da

- the locative -x’ ~ -’ is ungrammatical with positional imperfectives (Leer 1991: 328)
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(86) a. positional imperfective b. positional imperfective
*ax’ da at aa

&x  0-0-0-V.a-: a-t 0-0-0-V.a-:
3.N-LOC 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vsit.SG-VAR 3.N-PNCT 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vsit.SG-VAR
‘he is sitting there’ ‘he is sitting there’

c. stative imperfective d. stative imperfective
ax’  yéiyatee *at yéi yatee
&x  yéi=0-9-ya-Vti-h 4-t yéi=0-0-ja-Vti-h
3.N-LOC thus=3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vbe-vAR 3.N-PERT thus=3.0-zcNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vbe-VAR
‘it is there’ ‘it is there’

e. active imperfective f.  active imperfective
ax’  yéijiné *at yéi jiné
&x  yéi=0-0-0-Vne- a-t yéi=0-0-0-vVne-’
3.N-LOC thus=2CNJ-3.8-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vwork-VAR 3.N-PNCT thus=zCNj-3.5-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vwork-VAR
‘he is working there’ ‘he is working there’

— most positional themes are intransitive, but there are causative positional themes that have both
subjects and objects, e.g. N-t 0-S-[s]-V.a (ga; -1 Pos) ‘S have O seated, situated at N’

(87) took kat as.aa du yadi

t'ook kat as.da du  yadi

t'ook ké-t a-0-0-sa-V.a-: du  yati

cradleboard HSFC-PNCT 3.0-ZCNJ-3.8-CL[-D,s,-1]-Vsit.SG-VAR 3H.PsS child-pss

‘he has his child sitting on a cradleboard’ (Edwards 2009: 328)

— positional themes (always?) have multipositional stative imperfectives that denote “that the group or
mass is distributed among various locations” (Leer 1991: 328), essentially serving as a plural counterpart
for the positional imperfective

- multipositional stative imperfectives are stative since they have [+1] in the classifier, and they also
include the theme’s conjugation prefix
- they characteristically have either the -k suffix with a closed root or -kwt with an open root
> Leer treats -kwt as a sequence of two suffixes -kw-t
> the -k suffix is probably the repetitive, and the -¢ suffix may be the ictive pluractional suffix
> the reason why -kw-t has rounding whereas -k does not is unclear
> Tusually segment this as a single suffix -kwt ‘MPOS’ since using -kw-t ‘-REP-ICT’ is rather opaque
» T also gloss -k as ‘MPOS’ instead of ‘REP’
- multipositional stative imperfectives also always have a bound PP N-x with the pertingent case
- the following pair exemplifies the positional theme N-t O-[0]-Vda (na; -n Pos) ‘O (water) lie at N’
and the multipositional stative theme N-x O-[#]-Vda (na; -kwt MPos Stv) ‘O (water) lie along N’
(Leer 1991: 328)

(88) a. positional imperfective b. multipositional stative imperfective
at déin ax naadakwt
a-t 0-0-9-v/da-n ax 0-na-ya-vda-kwt
3.N-PNCT 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,0,-1]-Vflow-VAaR 3.N-PERT 3.0-NCNJ-CL[-D,@,+1]-Vflow-MPOSs
‘it (body of water) lies there’ ‘bodies of water lie here and there along it’

- eventive verbs
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— eventive verbs describe situations that culminate instantaneously, essentially achievements

(89) a.

such themes refer to events that culminate in an instantaneous change of state (Leer1991: 286—287)

- a prototypical example of an eventive theme is O-S-[#]-V.u'n (4; Evt, -t Rep) ‘S shoot O (with gun)’

eventive perfective b. eventive repetitive imperfective

xwaa.un xa.unt

0-ju-xa-ya-v.u'n-y 0-0-xa-0-vV.u'n-t

3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vshoot-vaR 3.0-ZCNJ-18G.8-CL[-D,0,-1]-Vshoot-IcT

‘Ishot it’ ‘I'm shooting at it (repeatedly), T'm taking
shots at it’

- another typical eventive theme is O-S-[0]-Vt'i"rsg~t'e"y (ga; Evt) ‘S find O’

eventive perfective b. eventive progressive

xwaat’ee kei nxat’éen

0-ju-xa-ya-Vtir-h kei=@-na-xa-@-Vt'ih-n

3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vfind-var up=3.0-NCNJ-15G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vfind-vAR

‘I found it} T've found it’ ‘I'm beginning to find it, I'm finding it more
exactly’

— Leer (1991: 235) defines a subset of eventives called ‘involuntary eventives’

If the Perfective [ of an eventive theme] is semantically a resultative, the theme is called an INVOLUNTARY
EVENTIVE theme; otherwise it is simply called an EVENTIVE theme (Leer 1991: 235)

- the theme O-S-[@]—\ﬁak (0; Evt) ‘Skill O’ is an ordinary eventive, whereas the theme O-[+D, 0)-~Nxwe'tl
(0; Evt) ‘O be(come) tired’ is an involuntary eventive

eventive perfective b. involuntary eventive perfective
xwaajak xat wudixwétl
0-ju-xa-ya-Vjak-y xat-ju-di-vxwe'tl-§
3.0-PFV-18G.8-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vkill-vAR 1SG.0-PFV-CL[+D, 0, +1]-V'tire-VAR
‘I killed it’ ‘he is tired’, ‘he got tired’

= Leer (1991: 290) notes that involuntary eventives are only ¢-, na-, or ga-conjugation, so there are no
ga-conjugation involuntary eventive themes
- Leer (1991: 74) also says that most intransitive involuntary eventive themes are object intransitives
(unaccusatives), but that some exceptions exist
Single-argument Involuntary Eventive themes always refer to an event that happens to the referent
of the argument, an event that is beyond the control of this referent; such themes are therefore
always [object intransitive]. Thus all [object intransitive ] Eventive themes are Involuntary Eventive
themes, and do not need to be specially designated as Involuntary... Only a few Involuntary Eventive
themes are transitive... Leer (1991: 74)
> despite his assertion that indicating involuntary eventives is unnecessary for object intransi-
tives, I do indicate them in verb theme representations for clarity
> an object intransitive involuntary eventive theme is O-[+D,0]-Vshan (0; Invol Evt) ‘O (person)

be(come) old’
involuntary eventive perfective b. involuntary eventive progressive
xat wudishan yaa xat nadashan
xat-ju-di-vshan-j jaa=xat-na-da-vshan-n
18G.0-PFV-CL[+D,0,+1]-Vold-VAR along=15G.0-NCNJ-CL[+D,0,-1]-Vold-vAR
‘Tam old), I got old’ ‘T'm getting old’
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> an example of a transitive involuntary eventive is the theme O-S-[s]-Vku” (4; Invol Evt) ‘S
be(come) familiar with, come to know O’ that is more usually translated as ‘S know O’

(93) a. involuntary eventive perfective b. involuntary eventive progressive
xwasikdo yaa nxasakwéin
0-ju-xa-si-vkuh-j yaa=0-na-xa-sa-Vkuh-n
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vknow-vAR along=3.0-NCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,s,-1]-Vknow-var
‘T have become familiar with it} ‘I know it} ‘I ‘l am coming to know it, ‘I am becoming
knew it’ familiar with it’

> another similar transitive involuntary eventive theme is O-S-[s]-Vtin (ga; Invol Evt) ‘S catch
sight of, see O’ which again is more usually translated as simply ‘S see O’

(94) a. involuntary eventive perfective b. involuntary eventive progressive
xwasiteen yei nxasatin
(Z)—yu—)_(a—si—\/tin—h yei:(Z)—na—)_(a—sa—\/tin—n
3.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,s, +I]-Vsee-VAR down=3.0-NCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vsee-VAR
‘T caught sight of it} ‘I see it’, ‘I saw it’ ‘I am catching sight of it ‘T am beginning to
see it’

> notice that both of the two preceding verb themes are experiential predicates
> possibly all involuntary eventives are experiential predicates, with some minor stretching of
‘experience’ for verb themes like O-[+D,0]-Vshan (0; Invol Evt) ‘O (person) be(come) old’
> Tam unaware if the converse is actually true, but I expect that most experiential predicates
are involuntary eventives

5.8. MOTION VERBS

Motion verbs are those describing some kind of motion. This motion may be metaphorical, e.g. “transfer of
property, transition from one state of mind to another, etc.” (Leer 1991: 293 fn. 12).

* motion verb themes are based around particular roots that denote motion, e.g. Vgut ‘sg. go (by foot)’
- amotion theme does not belong to any particular conjugation class, instead motion themes must be derived
into one of the four conjugation classes
— the derivation usually includes a bound PP or NP, or else a preverb, though some are bare
— take the basic motion theme S-[#]-Vgut (Mot) ‘S (sg.) go (by foot)’
- this theme cannot be used without a motion derivation because it lacks a conjugation class
— one of the most frequent motion derivations is N-{t,x,d¢} (0), meaning that the derivation is into the
#-conjugation class and includes a bound PP N-{t,x,d¢}; the meaning is ‘motion ending at N’

(95) a. perfective b. potential
at xwaagut aadé kwaagoot
&t  juxa-ja-Vguty 4-dé u-0-ga-xa-ya-Vgut-h
3N-PNCT PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vg0.SG-VAR 3N-ALL IRR-Z_CN]-CJMOD-18G.S-CL[—D,0,+I]-\/gO.SG-VAR
‘I got there’ ‘I can get there’

- in the N-{tx,d¢é} phrase the postposition is sensitive to the particular mode, e.g. punctual -¢ for the
perfective, allative -dé for the future and potential, and -x for the imperfective and habitual
- for convenience d is translated as ‘there’, but d really means ‘it so N is not just a location
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— another motion derivation is N-t (na), where the verb theme is in the na-conjugation class and has a

(96) a.

(97) a

perfective

at xwaagoot

4t  juxaja-Vguth

3N-PNCT PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D, @, +1]-Vg0.SG-VAR
‘I went around there’

bound PP N-t; the meaning is ‘motion circling around N’

b.

potential

at unkaagoot

4t  u-na-gaxa-0-Vgut-h

3N-PNCT IRR-NCI\I]-(_}MOD-ISG.S-CL[—D,0, +1]-V/g0.SG-VAR
‘I can go around there’

- like any other non-@-conjugation verb theme, the perfective form has -4 stem variation
- the -t in the bound PP is invariable rather than depending on the mode
— another na-conjugation motion derivation is N-dé (na) which denotes ‘motion towards (but not

necessarily ending at) N’

perfective

aadé xwaagoot

4-dé juxa-ja-Vgut-h

3N-ALL PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vg0.SG-VAR
‘I went toward there’

potential

aadé unkaagoot

4-dé u-na-ga-xa-ja-Vgut-h

3N-ALL IRR—NC}\IJ—(_;MOD—ISG.S-CL[—D,0,+I]-\/gO.SG—VAR
‘I can go toward there’

— motion derivations in the ga-conjugation class are associated with downward movement, while motion

(98) a.

derivations in the ga-conjugation class are associated with upward movement

- hence Story & Naish (1973: 353) named ga- ‘descendant’ and ga- ‘ascendant;, though this only works
for motion verbs and not for conjugation classes generally
- the following have N-x (ga) ‘motion down along N’ and N-ddx (ga) ‘motion starting up from N’

perfective
ax xwaagoot

7 .

ax ju-xa-ja-Vgut-h

3N-PERT PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vg0.SG-VAR
‘I went down along it’

perfective

aadax xwaagoot

4-dax ju-xa-ya-Vgut-h

3N-ABL PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-V/g0.SG-VAR
‘I went up from it’

b.

potential

7

ax kwaakaagoot

4x  u-ga-gaxa-ya-Vgut-h

3N-PERT IR}{-C_}C_N]-(_}MOD-ISG.S-CL[—D,0,+I]-\/g0.SG-VAR
‘I can go down along it’

potential

aadax gookaagoot

4-ddx ga-u-ga-xa-ya-Vgut-h

3N-ABL GCN]-IE(R-(_}MOD-lSG.S-CL[—D,@,+I]-\/g0.SG-VAR
‘I can go up from it’

— by far the largest class of motion derivations is the g-conjugation class, with the na-conjugation and
ga-conjugation classes covering somewhat less than ten, and the ga-conjugation class only including

two motion derivations

— Leer (1991) insists that the #-conjugation class denotes telic motion versus the atelic motion of the other

conjugation classes, but the following derivations are hard to construe as involving telicity
= kei= () ‘movement upward’ (not ga-conjugation!)

- yei= (@) ‘movement downward’ (not ga-conjugation!)

= N-x’(0) ‘movement approaching N’

= jian=yoo= (0) ‘movement up and down (from surface)’

- da=jax=(0) ‘turning over’
= N-daséi-x’ (0) ‘exchanging places with N’
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= a-yja-oo-[+D]- () ‘reverting, movement returning to source’
— each motion derivation provides a distinct repetitive imperfective form which is not necessarily the
repetitive imperfective normally associated with the conjugation class
= N-{t.x,dé} (¥) and its relatives all have a -4 repetitive imperfective

(99) a. perfective b. -hrepetitive imperfective
haat uwagut haax goot
haa-t=u-0-ja-Vgut-y haa-x=0-0-0-Vgut-h
here-PNCT=PFV.TEL-3.5-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vg0.5G-VAR here-PERT=ZCNJ-3.5-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vg0.5G-VAR
‘he came here’ ‘he comes here repeatedly’

- in contrast, jeik= (¢) ‘movement down to shore’ has a -ch repetitive imperfective

(100) a. perfective b. -chrepetitive imperfective
yeik uwagut yeik gatch
yeik=u-0-ya-Vgut-j yeik=0-0-0-Vgut-ch
ADLIT=PFV.TEL—3.S—CL[—D,0,+I]-\/gO.SG—VAR ADLIT=ZCN]—3.S—CL[—D,(Z),—I]-\/gO.SG—VAR
‘he went down to shore’ ‘he goes down to shore repeatedly’

- thus when listing motion derivations it is also necessary to note the repetitive imperfective type
associated with them
> N-{t.x,dé} (0; -h Rep) ‘motion ending at N’
> daak= (0; -ch Rep) ‘motion up from shore’
» gunayéi= ~ gunéi= (0; -x Rep) ‘motion beginning’
> jian=y00= (b, y00=[+I]-...-k Rep) ‘motion up and down’
> a-ya-00-[+D]- (0; -x Rep) ‘motion reverting’
> N-dé (na; yoo=[+I]-...-k Rep) ‘motion toward N’
> N-t (na; —) ‘motion around N’
> (ga; -ch Rep) ‘falling (uncontrolled); motion downward (controlled)’
» N-ddx (ga; -ch Rep) ‘motion starting off from, picking up from N’
= note that N-t (na; —) ‘motion around N’ lacks a repetitive imperfective, as does its sibling form N
da (na; —) ‘motion around indefinite location’
- also note that (ga; -ch Rep) ‘falling (uncontrolled); motion downward (controlled)’ lacks any non-
ephemeral elements, a property shared with the other two non-g conjugation class derivations (na;
yo0=[+1]-...-k Rep) ‘motion along, laterally, horizontally, unconstrained’ and (ga; -ch Rep) ‘motion
starting off, picking up, upward’
- some motion derivations include incorporated nouns, “where the motion crucially involves only part of an
object” which is “specified by the incorporated noun” (Leer 1991: 312)
— thetypical incorporate in motion derivations is sha- ‘head, top part of upright object’ from the inalienable
noun -shd ‘head,, as in jan= ~ jjax= ~ jdnde= sha- (0; -h Rep) ‘set up by leaning against something’

(101) a. yanxwaatan b. yan shaxwaatan
jan=0-ju-xa-ya-vtan-j yan=0-sha-ju-xa-ya-Vtan-y
TERM=3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-vVhandle-var TERM=3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-vVhandle-vAr
‘I set it down’ ‘Isetitup’ (e.g. a post against a wall)

— another incorporate is k- ‘base, bottom end of upright object’ from the inalienable noun —’/3! ‘base’ in
the derivation jan= ~ jax= ~ jidnde= k’i- (0; -h Rep) ‘erect, set up on or into the ground’

31. Also cf. —k’eey( ‘base, stem, foot of plant or tree’.
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(102) a. Janxwaatdn b. yan Kixwaatan
yan=0-ju-xa-ya-vtan-y yan=0-sha-ju-xa-ja-vtan-y
TERM=3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vhandle-vAR TERM=3.0-PFV-1G.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-vhandle-vAR
I set it down’ ‘I set it up’ (e.g. a post by sticking it into the
ground)

- Leer (1991: 293—295) divides motion verb themes up into a handful of categories based on their semantic and
syntactic properties; I repeat his categories and examples here
— intransitive themes of controlled motion
- S-[0]-Vgut (Mot) ‘S (sg.) go (by foot)
S-[#]-V.at (Mot) ‘S (pl.) go (by foot)’
- S-[0]-Vkux (Mot) ‘S go by boat, vehicle’
- Oa-[0]-Vgu (Mot) ‘S go in a group or fleet (canoes, vehicles, whales)’
- S-[+D,0]-Vkin (Mot) ‘S (sg.) fly’
- O-ka-[+D,[]-Vyjich (Mot) ‘S (pL.) fly’
— intransitive themes of uncontrolled motion
- 0-[0]-Vxix (Mot) ‘O (generic) fall, move through space’
- O-[+D,sh]-Vxin (Mot) ‘O (wooden) fall, move through space’
- O-[+D,s]-Vgit (Mot) ‘O (animate) fall, move through space’
- O-ka-[0]-Vsdos™ (Mot) ‘O (pl.) fall, move through space’
- O-[+D,0]-Vgat (Mot) ‘O (pl.) fall scattered’
— transitive themes of controlled motion
0-S-[#]-Vti" (Mot) ‘S handle O (generic)
0-S-[0]-Vtan (Mot) ‘S handle O (wooden; empty container)’32
0-S-[s]-Vnuk (Mot) ‘S handle O (sg. live conscious animate)’
0-S-[s]-Vta" (Mot) ‘S handle O (dead/unconscious animate)
O-S-[{]-V.at (Mot) ‘S handle O (sg. inanimate or unconscious animate)’
0-S-[s]-Vki (Mot) ‘S handle O (pl. live conscious animate)’
O-ka-S-[0]-Vjel (Mot) ‘S handle O (pl. inanimate) in a bunch’
— transitive themes of uncontrolled motion
- 0-S-[0]-Vgix’ (Mot) ‘S throw, abruptly handle O (generic)
- O-S-[@]-\/_gcic/z (Mot) ‘S throw, abruptly handle O (wooden or animate)’
- 0-S-[0]-Vgich (Mot) ‘S throw, abruptly handle O (pl.y
— the classiﬁcatc;ry verb system which classifies nouns using verbs is based on the transitive themes of
controlled and uncontrolled motion along with the intransitive themes of uncontrolled motion
- Leer (1991: 295) notes that ‘classificatory theme’ is often artificially restricted by Athabaskanists to
only the transitive themes of controlled motion, usually called ‘handling verbs’
- the handling verbs are certainly the greatest locus of classificatory diversity, but Tlingit also shows
clear classificatory behaviour in the other two categories (transitive and intransitive uncontrolled)
- I note that Leer’s descriptions of the classificatory properties are different from those of the
Dauenhauers (Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 2002: 60-62) and Edwards (2009: 572—575), both of
whom offer different classes defined by the largely the same verb themes

32. Leer (1991) gives this theme as denoting the handling of wooden objects, whereas the Dauenhauers have it as denoting the handling
of empty containers (Dauenhauer & Dauenhauer 2002: 61). In his verb catalogue Leer (1976) has “aawataan ‘he carried it (container,
simple wooden obj)” so that perhaps both readings apply to the same verb theme.
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- Story & Naish (1973: 42—43) also list somewhat different classifications using the same themes

- the most extensive document cataloguing the classificatory verbs is by Leer, Hitch, & Ritter (2001:
cv-1-13), but this again seems to differ from the others in certain respects

- Roby Littlefield (p.c. 2011) has collected small sets of physical objects corresponding to different
classifications by various Tlingit speaking individuals, and again her inventory differs from Leer,

Edwards, and the Dauenhauers, in some cases significantly
- consequently we can say that the classificatory verb system is understood in a global functional
sense, but the particular classifications have yet to be coherently documented and are probably

subject to dialectal and even idiolectal variation

* motion verbs that describe the movement of a group or mass can regularly have derived na- or ga-conjugation

extensional stative imperfectives with -4 stem variation (Leer 1991: 321)
— Leer gives examples of the motion theme O-[0]-Vda (Mot) ‘O (fluid) flow’ with N-dé (na; yoo=[+1]-...-k
Rep) ‘toward N’ and with N-x (ga; -ch Rep) ‘down along N’ forming extensional stative imperfectives

(103) a.

na-conj. -h extentional stative imperfective
aadé naadaa

4-dé  0;na-ya-Vda-h

3.Nj-ALL 3.0;-NCNJ-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vflow-vaR
‘it; flows toward it;’

b.

ga-conj. -h extentional stative imperfective
ax gaadaa

ax @i—ga—ya-w/ da-h

3.N;-PERT 3.0;-NCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-V{low-VAR
‘it; flows down along it

- the motion theme O-[#]-Vshu" (Mot) ‘O extend’ is, according to Leer (1991: 319), the only theme that can have
all the possible extensional stative imperfectives based on the motion derivations
— he has examples with the following derivations, all of which give - extensional stative imperfectives:

have the same appearance as ordinary statives

(104) a.

= kei= (0; -ch Rep) ‘upward’

- jan= ~jax=~ jidnde= (0; -h Rep) ‘ashore, to rest’
= N-{t,x,dé} (0; -h Rep) ‘arriving at, coming to N’

= N-xja-oo- (0; -ch Rep) ‘obliquely around N’

= N-dé (na; yoo=[+1]-...-k Rep) ‘along toward N’

= N-x (ga; -ch Rep) ‘down along N’

- yaa= (ga; -ch Rep) ‘downward’

= N-ddx (ga; -ch Rep) ‘starting off, going away, picking up from N’
— the following examples give one of each conjugation class; note that #-conjugation extensional statives

kei yashoo

kei=0-0-ja-Vshu-j
up=3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Vextend-vAR
‘it extends up’

’

ax gaashodo

&-x 0;-ga-jja-V'shu-y

J
3.Nj-PERT 3.0,-GCNJ-CL[-D,0,+I]-Vextend-vVAR

‘it; extends down along it;’

aadé naashdo

4-dé  0;na-ya-Vshu-y

3.N;-ALL 3.0;-NCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vextend-VAR
‘it; extends toward it

aax gaashoo

4;-dax=0,-ga-ja-Vshu-y
3.Nj-ABL=3.0;-GCNJ-CL[-D,0,+1]-Vextend-VAR
‘it; extends off away from it;’

— Leer (1991: 319) also notes that there are at least two motion derivations which never occur as extensional

stative imperfectives, namely the perambulative N-t (na) ‘around N’ and the alternating yoo= (4;
y00=[+1]-...-k Rep) ‘back and forth, to and fro’
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There are a small number of productive derivations that can be applied to verb themes to modify their lexical

aspect (aktionsart). These are similar to those derivations found with motion verbs, but are not obligatory.

- no stative theme can occur with the non-motion derivations

- the non-motion derivations have largely the same structure as motion derivations
- the resulting derived verbs are not inflectionally restricted, so mode, epimode, etc. are all available
- Leer (1991: 218) divides the non-motion derivations into a few small groups; examples are mostly from Leer
(1991: 231-233)
— the inceptive and terminative; both presuppose an endpoint and hence indicate telicity

(105) a.

(106) a.

(107) a.

- inceptive gunajiéi= (0; -x Rep) ‘begining, initiating’

> this often appears reduced as gunéi= and is occasionally metathesized to guwanéi=

> the Tongass forms are gunajie’=r and gune’=r

> it possibly derives from guna ‘different, other’ and the yéi= ‘thus, so’ manner preverb,3? which

is related to the light noun yé ‘way, manner; place’; the appearance of j here rather than y is
unexplained, but the appearance of * may be from the locative allomorph -’

inceptive future

gunayéi kkwaxaa
gunayéi=0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vxa-:
I_NCEP=3.0—GCN]—IRR:(_}MOD—lsG.S—CL[—D,(2),—I]—\/eat—VAR
Tl begin to eat it’

inceptive potential

gunayéi kwaaxaa
gunayéi=0-u-0-ga-xa-ja-vxa-h
I_NCEP:3.0—IRR—ZCI\;J—GMOD—ISG.S—CL[—D,Q,+I]—\/eat—VAR
‘I can begin to eat it’

- terminative jan= ~ jax= ~ jdnde= (0; -h Rep) ‘finishing, ending, terminating’
> the jian= preverb is derived from the noun jidn ‘shore’, which appears to have originally meant
‘ground’ and is cognate with Proto-Athabaskan *pan’ ‘ground, probably PND *nan’ > PT *jan

terminative future

yan kkwaxaa

jan=0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vxa-:
TERM:3.0-GCN]_-IRR-(_}MOD-ISG.S-CL[—D,0,—1]-\/eat-VAR
Tl finish eating it’

terminative potential

yan kwaaxaa

yan=0-u-0-ga-xa-ya-vxa-h
TERM:3.0-1Rﬁ-ZCNj—@MODqSG.S-CL[—D,(Z),—1]-\/eat-VAR
‘I may finish eating it’

> in progressive and repetitive forms the preverb switches to jdnde= ~ jandeh=1 and jax=

respectively

terminative progressive imperfective

yande yaa nxaxéin
jan-dé=yaa=0-na-xa-0-vxa-n
TERM—ALL:alongzg.O—NCNJ—ISG.S—CL[—D,@,—I]-\/eat-VAR
‘I'm finishing eating it’

terminative -h repetitive imperfective

yax xaxaa

jax=0-0-xa-0-Vxa-h
TERM:3.0—IRR—ZCNJ—(_}MOD—ISG.S-CL[—D,0,—I]-\/eat—VAR
‘I keep finishing eating it), ‘I finish eating it
repeatedly’

> the terminative preverb jian= is becoming distinct from the abmarine preverb jian= ‘ashore,
onto ground’ as can be seen by the distinction in paradigmatic variation of the postposition;
e.g. abmarine jan= appears as jdnde= in the future and potential whereas terminative yan=

only appears as jdnde= in the progressive

33. The manner preverb has two forms in Tongass Tlingit, with ye’= occurring where it is thematic and yes= where it is not lexically

specified (Leer 1991:134 fn. 49). Note the use of y and not j in Tongass for the manner preverb.
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» some people do not have this distinction so that jidnde= appears in the future and potential
— the exhaustives
- yax=ya-[s]- (0; -x Rep) ‘exhausting O; affecting all/much/many O’
» unlike the jan= ~ jax= ~ jdnde= preverb, this jjax= never varies

(108) a. exhaustive perfective b. exhaustive potential
yax yaxwsixda yax wookasixaa
jax=0-ya-ju-xa-si-vxa-y yax=0-ja-u-0-ga-xa-ya-vxa-h
TERM=3.0-VSFC-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,8, +1]-Veat-VAR TERM=3.0-VSFC-I_RR-ZCN]-(_}MOD-ISG.S-CL[—D,0,+I]-\/eat—VAR
I finished eating all/many of them’ ‘I may eat all/many of them’

= N-xja-[s]- (0; -x Rep) ‘affecting all/much/many O along N’
- N-x (ga) ‘affecting all/much/many O along N’

- yax=(ga) ‘exhausting O; affecting all/much/many O’
— the daak= ~ dahk=r derivations
- these all include the ablitoral preverb daak= ~ dahk=r ‘inland from shore, back from open, off of
the fire’ — exactly why is unclear

- kwdakx=daak= (0) ‘mistakenly, in error’

(109) kwaakx daak xwaaxaa
kwaakx=daak=0-ju-xa-ja-vxa-j
WrOng=ABLIT=3.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,+1]-Veat-VAR
‘I mistakenly ate it’ (Leer 1991: 220)

- kundax=daak= (0) ‘explaining, clarifying’
— excessive kut= (ga) ‘getting carried away’

(10) kut at xwaaxaa
l_<ut=at—yu—>_(a—j?a—\/)_<a—y
EXCES=IND.N.O-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D, @, +I]-Veat-VAR
‘I got carried away eating’ (Leer 1991: 220)

5.10. AUXILIARIES

The auxiliaries are postverbal elements, perhaps enclitics, which can express modes and epimodes replacing or
in addition to those marked on the verb. They must occur immediately after the verb.

- there are five auxiliaries which vary widely depending on dialect
— habitual — -ch
- neech — Southern, Transitional, Inland
= nooch — Transitional, Northern
- nukch — Gulf Coast
- nuhch — Tongass
— decessive habitual — -ch-éen (see section 5.1 on epimode for the decessive)
- neejéen — Southern, Transitional, Inland
- noojéen — Transitional, Northern
- nuhjeen — Tongass
— consecutive — -;
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- néekw — Southern, Transitional, Inland

- néok — Transitional, Northern

- neekw — Tongass

— conditional — -n-ée

= nikwni — Southern, Transitional, Inland

= nukni — Transitional, Northern

- nuknih — Tongass

— contingent — ga-...-n-in

- ganikw — Southern

- ganigin — Transitional, Inland

- _ganLigLin — Transitional, Northern

- ganikw — Tongass (not verified)

- as can be r_eadily seen, they all seem to contain a root nikw ~ nuk
— Leer (1991:156) supposes that the auxiliaries derive from either the verb theme O-S-cz[-p, #]-Vnikw (0;
-h Act) ‘S feel O’ or the theme P-t S-cz[-D,0]-Vnikw (0; Mot, -k Rep) ‘S feel like having/doing P’

- he notes that the habitual auxiliary would be expected to be uneekwch or unikwch since the
original theme would be a #-conjugation class given the lack of a surface conjugation prefix in the
conditional or contingent, and that the habitual of a #-conjugation class theme has u- (probably
the perfective as in haat uwagiit ‘he came here’); the reason why the u- is missing in the auxiliary is
unknown

— the auxiliaries seem to have arisen as a way to simply the coda of a verb, shifting consonantal suffixes
off of verbs with complex codas
the combination of ... mode suffixes with invariable roots or invariant stems may be phonologically

awkward and/or hard to parse, and can be avoided by the auxiliaries” (Leer 1991: 211)
(1) a. habitual b. stative imperfective + habitual
lax’'wés’kch lax'was'gi nooch
0-0-la-vx'was'k*-ch 0-0-lavx'was'k* nooch
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,],~-1]-Vnumb-HAB 3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,],-1]-Vnumb HAB.AUX
‘it’s always numb’ ‘it’s always numb’

— contrast [-1] in the I component of the classifier of the stative imperfective + habitual with the normal
[+1] in the regular stative imperfective form

(n2) lix'wask
0-0-li-vVx'was'’k*
3.0-ZCNJ-CL[-D,],+1]-Vnumb
‘it’s numb’

— Leer notes that the auxiliaries are “(virtually) obligatory with invariant stems ending with consonant
clusters, and (perhaps) preferred with other invariant stems” (Leer 1991: 211 fn. 8)

— also, “there is a tendency to avoid the [regular] Consecutive with invariable roots and stems, since they
do not distinctively manifest the [-: stem variation suffix], which seems to be perceptually important in
recognizing this mode; in this case too, the composite Consecutive is preferred” (Leer 1991:156-157)

- note that when a verb with a closed root is combined with an auxiliary, what seems to be an epenthetic i (or
u if rounded) is often inserted, but this is not always required
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(1n3) a. shkanxalneek nooch
sh-ka-na-xa-l-vneek” nooch
RFLX.0-HSFC-NCNJ-1SG.S-CL[+D,],~1]-Vtell HAB.AUX

‘T always tell a story’
- with open roots, short vowels generally become
(1g4) a. tléil xwaxa
tléil 0-u-0-xa-0-vxa-'
NEG 3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,-1]-Veat-VAR
‘I'm not eating it’

long

sh kanxalneegi nooch
sh-ka-na-xa-l-vVneek” nooch
RFLX.0-HSFC-NCNJ-18G.S-CL{+D,],~1]-Vtell HAB.AUX
‘T always tell a story’
tléil xwaxda nooch
tléil 0-u-0-xa-0-vxa-’ nooch

NEG  3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR HAB.AUX
‘I don’t ever eat it’

- the auxiliaries cannot be used with all modes, instead they only occur with three specific modes: imperfectives,
future, and consecutive; the following examples are from Leer (1991: 226—228)

— imperfective + auxiliary

(15) a. active imperfective + habitual

xaxaa nooch
0-0-xa-0-vxa-' nooch
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR HAB.AUX
T always eat it’

c. active imperfective + consecutive
xaxaa néekw
0-0-xa-0-vxa- néekw
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR CSEC.AUX
‘after I ate it’

e. active imperfective + contingent
xaxaa ganigun
0-0-xa-0-vxa-’ ganigin
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,0,-1]-Veat-VAR CTNG.AUX
‘whenever I eat it’

— future + auxiliary

(16) a. future + habitual

kukaxaa
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-Vxa-’
3.0-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-1SG.S-CL{-D, 0, ~1]-Veat-VAR
‘I'm always going to eat it’

b. future + decessive habitual
kukaxaa
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vxa-’
3.0—GCN]—_IRR—(_}MOD—15G.S—CL[—D,(2),—I]—\/eat—VAR
‘[ was always going to eat it’

c. future + consecutive
kukaxaa
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vxa-’
3.0-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-1SG.S-CL{-D, 0, ~1]-Veat-VAR
‘after I was going to eat it’

nooch
nooch
HAB.AUX

noojéen
noojéen
HAB.DEC.AUX

néekw
néekw

CSEC.AUX
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active imperfective + decessive habitual
Xaxaa noojéen
0-0-xa-0-vxa-' noojéen
3.0-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR HAB.DEC.AUX
‘T always used to eat it’

active imperfective + conditional

xaxaa nikwni
0-0-xa-0-vxa- nikwni
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR COND.AUX
‘ifl eatit’
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d. future + conditional
kukaxaa nikwni
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vxa-’ nikwni
3.0—GCNJ—_IRR—(_}MOD—15G.S—CL[—D,@,—I]—\/eat—VAR COND.AUX
‘if I am going to eat it’

e. future + contingent
kukaxaa ganigun
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vxa-’ éanigﬁn
3.0-GCNJ-_IRR-(_}MOD-ISG.S-CL[—D,(D,—I]-\/eat-VAR CING.AUX
‘whenever I am going to eat it’

5.11. EPIMODE
The epimodes are an additional dimension of aspect and mood marking expressed with suffixes.

+ the two epimode categories are prohibitive-optative and decessive
* they are mutually exclusive, so that neither can be marked on the same verb
- each epimode can be added to a variety of verb modes to extend the aspect and mood information
* the prohibitive-optative has the suffix -k ~ -éek
— the prohibitive-optative -k occurs after open stems, the -éek can occur with either open or closed stems
— when optative, it cooccurs with the particle gu.aal ‘hopefully’
— when prohibitive, it cooccurs with the particle /il ‘don’t’ or with negative t/éil
— the irrealis u- is always present and the classifier always has [-1]
— stems with -” have a long vowel with high tone
— for clarity I gloss the suffix as either PHIB or OPT depending on its context
— the prohibitive-optative expresses either desire (optative) or anti-desire (prohibitive)

(17) a. optative + imperfective b. prohibitive + imperfective
gu.aal xwaxaak lil xwaxdaak
gu.aal ¢-u-0-xa-0-vVxa--k il @-u-P-xa-0-vxa--k
OPT  3.8-IRR-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,@,~1]-Veat-VAR-OPT PHIB 3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR-PHIB
Thope I eatit’ ‘let me not eat it’

— the prohibitive-optative can only occur with imperfective and perfective modes
- any kind of imperfective, including the progressive, is eligible; examples from Leer (1991: 456)

(1u8) a. -xrepetitive imperfective + prohibitive
lil eexéixik!
il 0-0-i-0-Vxa-x-éek
PHIB 3.0-ZCNJ-28G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-REP-PHIB
‘don’t ever eat it!
b. progressive imperfective + prohibitive
lil  neildé yaa neegtideek !
lil neil-dé=jaa=na-i-0-Vgut-n-éek
PHIB home-ALL=along=NCNJ-25G.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Vg0.SG-VAR-PHIB
‘don’t go along towards home!’
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— the prohibitive is functionally the “negative counterpart to the Imperative/Hortative” (Leer 1991: 459),
though it is also used without a specific recipient where it means ‘hopefully not’
— the prohibitive-optative is connected to a pattern of privative nominalization with ka-[[]-...-k
- kaltéelk ‘shoeless’ — ka-[-Vtéel-k ‘usrc-cL[l]-Vshoe-opT’
- kallitaak knifeless’ — ka-l-Vlitaa-k ‘usrc-cL[1]-Vknife-opT’
- Leer (1991: 458) argues that the prohibitive-optative is originally from an “elliptic construction with
an omitted verb of existence”
= he says lil ixdak! ‘don’t eat it! then was originally ‘be without your eating it!, comparing the
following construction

(19) a goéot dé wé gaax !
3N ABES already D.MDST (_:ry
it without already that  cry
‘enough of that crying!

- he then extends this analysis to the optative, saying that gu.aal kwshé ixdak ‘1 hope I eat it’ was
originally ‘I wonder why your being without eating (must be the case)?’
- Leer (1991: 457) also notes that the phrases gu.aalyéi kwshé ‘Thope so’ and ili! ‘don’t! are the verbless
equivalents to the optative and prohibitive respectively
> the ili! ‘don’t! particle probably contains ( ‘you (sg.)’ and the prohibitive 4, so that [l is li-
‘prohibitive-negative’ with the basic form of the negative particle t/éil ~ hél ~
- the other epimode is the decessive
— the decessive essentially means that the situation denoted by the verb used to be the case in the past; it
implies that the situation is also no longer the case

derived from L. deceéssus ‘going down, decreasing, the antonym of accéssus ‘coming up, increasing’
- Cable suggests a connection to ‘deceased; so the state of affairs is notionally ‘dead’ and hence ‘used
to be the case but no longer’
the decessive has the suffix -éen and [-1] in the classifier
the classifier is always [-1] regardless of the non-decessive form
several modes can be marked with the decessive: imperfectives, perfective, future, potential, habitual

(120) a. perfective b. decessive perfective
xwasikoo xwasakéowoon
0-ju-xa-si-vkuh-j 0-ju-xa-sa-vkuh-j-éen
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,s,+1]-Vknow-vAR 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vknow-VAR-DEC
‘I know it’ ‘T used to know it’

theme 0 S [-p] [s] Vkuh
person - Xa-
mode yu- [+1] -y

(121) epimode [-1] -éen

xwa sa kéowoon
xwasakdéowoon

‘T used to know it’

— relative and subordinate forms can also have decessive marking, though both are different from the

ordinary forms
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- relativized verbs don’t have -éen, instead they have both [-1] and -;; note that this combination is
normally not found because -i occurs with [+1]

(122) a. relativized perfective

wé xwasikéoowu at
wé 0-ju-xa-si-vVkub-j-i at
D.MDST [ge 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,s,+I]-Vknow-VAR-REL ]| thing
‘that thing that I know’

b. relativized decessive perfective
wé xwasakdowu at
wé 0-ju-xa-sa-vkuh-j-i at

D.MDST [ge 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vknow-VAR-REL ] thing
‘that thing that I used to know’

- subordinated verbs have a following enclitic (or word?) =jiéeyi

(123) a. subordinated perfective
xwasakoowt
0-ju-xa-sa-vkuh-h-ée
3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vknow-VAR-sUB
‘which/when/while I know it’

b. subordinated decessive perfective
xwasakoowl yéeyi
0-ju-xa-sa-vVkuh-h-ée=jéejyi
3.0-PFV-18G.8-CL[-D,s,~1]-Vknow-VAR-SUB=DEC
‘which/when/while I used to know it’

» this =jiéejii is also found as a postnominal adjective with nouns meaning ‘former, ex-’

124) a. ax shat yéeyi b. wé hasdu hidi éeyi
yeey. yeey
15G.Pss wife former D.MDST 3PL.PSS house.pss former
‘my ex-wife’ ‘their former house’

5.12. EPIASPECT

Epiaspect is a mechanism where a verb that is marked for mode can be recursively re-marked for an additional
mode. Alternatively, it can be viewed as a layering of an additional imperfective aspect on top of the basic
paradigm of a verb.

- epiaspect is fairly uncommon, so most forms that the linguist encounters will not be epiaspectual
— epiaspectualized forms should be suspected when the form seems to be “almost right” for a particular
mode, but either the stem variation is unusual or a conjugation prefix appears unexpectedly
- some imperfective forms can be combined with other modes to form a secondary verb paradigm
— some imperfectives cannot be marked for epiaspect: all stative imperfectives, all -: and -’ active
imperfectives, and some -4 active imperfectives
— all other imperfective types can be marked for epiaspect, particularly progressive and repetitive
imperfectives
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+ Leer (1991: 80) gives an example with the theme O-S-[{]-Vyex (; - Act, x Rep) ‘S make O’
— since the primary imperfective is -: active, this cannot be marked for epiaspect
— but the -x repetitive imperfective can be so marked

(125) a. repetitive imperfective b. repetitive perfective
xalayéxx xwaliyéxx
0—(2)-)_<a—la—xfye)_(—)_< (D—yu—)_(a—la—\/ye)_(—)_(
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.8-CL[-D,],~1]-Vmake-REP 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D,],~1]-Vmake-REP
‘I make it repeatedly’, ‘I keep making it’ ‘I kept making it’
c. repetitive future d. repetitive potential
kukalayéxx unkaliyéxx
0-ga-w-ga-xa-la-Vyex-x 0-u-0-ga-xa-la-Vyex-x
3.0—GCNJ—_IRR—GMOD—ISG.S—CL[—D,1,—I]—\/make—REP 3.0—1RR—_ZCNJ—(_}MOD—1SG.S—CL[—D,l,—I]—\/make—REP
‘I will keep making it’ ‘I may keep making it'

— notice the appearance of the na-conjugation prefix in the potential, even though the verb theme is
0-conjugation and hence the potential prefix sequence is expected to be u-0-ga-
- “the Durative epiaspect requires na- in place of the lexically specified [ conjugation class prefix] in
all modes except the Imperfective, Perfective, and Future” (Leer 1991: 217)
- in essence, epiaspects based on repetitive and active imperfectives are all in the na-conjugation
class except in their imperfective, perfective, and future forms
- the perfective and future forms don'’t use the verb theme’s conjugation class prefix and the usual
stem variation is replaced, so there is no way to tell what conjugation class they belong to
- Leer (1991: 81) says that most active imperfectives can form epiaspectual paradigms, but they are very rare
— he gives an example of 0-S-[0]-Vka (0; -s” Act, -x Rep) ‘S sew O’
— first a sample of the basic paradigm of the verb

(126) a. -s’active imperfective b. perfective
xakéis’ xwaakaa
0-0-xa-0-vka-s’ 0-ju-xa-0-vka-y
3.0-ZCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,@,~1]-Vsew-SER 3.0-PFV-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vsew-VAR
‘ am sewing it’ ‘T sewed it’
c. future d. potential
kukakaa kwaakaa
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vka-: 0-u-0-ga-xa-0-vka-h
3.0-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-15G.5-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vsew-VAR 3.0-IRR-ZCNJ-GMOD-15G.5-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vsew-VAR
Twill sew it’ ‘I may sew it’

— next the epiaspectual paradigm based on the active imperfective, which is rare

(127) a. -s’active imperfective b. -s’active perfective
xakéis’ xwaakéis’
0-0-xa-0-vka-s’ 0-ju-xa-0-vka-y
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vsew-SER 3.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D, @, ~1]-Vsew-VAR
‘l am sewing it’ ‘[ was sewing it’
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c. -s’active future d. -s’active potential
kukakéis’ unkaakéis’
0-ga-w-ga-xa-0-vka-s’ 0-u-na-ga-xa-9-vka-s’
3.0—GCNJ-_IRR—(_}MOD—15G.S—CL[—D,@,—I]-\/S€W—SER 3.0—1RR—Z_CN]—(_}MOD—1SG.S—CL[—D,@,—I]-\/S€W—SER
‘Twill be sewing it’ ‘I may be sewing it’

— finally the epiaspectual paradigm based on the repetitive imperfective, which is more common

(128) a. repetitive imperfective b. repetitive perfective
xakéix xwaakéix
0-0-xa-P-vka-x 0-ju-xa-0-vkax
3.0-ZCNJ-18G.S-CL[-D, 0, ~1]-Vsew-REP 3.0-PFV-1SG.S-CL[-D,@,-1]-Vsew-REP
‘l am sewing it’ ‘I kept sewing it’
c. repetitive future d. repetitive potential
kukakéix unkaakéix
(ZJ—ga—w—ga—)_(a—(Z)—\/l_(a—x (Z)—u—na—ga—)_(a—(b—\/l_(a—)_(
3.0-GCN]-_IRR-(_;MOD-lSG.S-CL[—D,Q),—I]-\/SEW-REP 3.0-IRR-ZEJNJ-GMOD-ISG.S-CL[—D,@,—I]-\/8eW-REP
‘I will keep sewing it’ ‘I may keep sewing it’

- the essence of epiaspectual construction with active and repetitive imperfectives is that their stem variation
replaces that of the ordinary paradigmatically expected stem variation, and that the na-conjugation prefix
appears even when the verb is -, ga-, or ga-conjugation

* there is however more morpholog_y with epiaspect based on the progressive imperfective

a - or na-conjugation verb has the jjaa= ~ jjah=r preverb, a ga-conjugation verb takes yei= ~ yeh=r, and
a ga-conjugation one takes kei= ~ keh=r i
strangely, though the progressive imperfective always has the na-conjugation prefix, all of the other
forms in the progressive epiaspectual paradigm feature the ga-conjugation prefix instead
- perhaps this serves to differentiate the progressive epiaspect from the non-progressive epiaspects?
= in the future mode, where the ga-conjugation prefix is obligatory, there is no distinction from the
non-progressive future other than the preverb
unlike the other epiaspects, there is no progressive perfective
- Leer (1991: 501) claims that because the perfective semantically involves a resultative function
which returns a state under his analysis, and because his progressive function cannot accept a state
as an argument, the progressive perfective is impossible due to the semantics of his lexical entries
for progressivity and perfectivity marking
Leer (1991: 229) uses the theme O-S-[#]-Vxa (0; - Act) ‘S eat O’ to illustrate progressive epiaspectual
forms34

(129) a. progressive imperfective b. progressive future
yaa nxaxéin yaa kwkaxaa
yaa=(2)—na—)_<a—®—\/)_<a—n yaa=(2)—ga—w—ga—>_(a—0—\/)_<a—x
along=3.0-NCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-VAR alOng:3.0—GCN}—IRR—GMOD—ISG.S—CL[—D,0,—I]—\/eat—VAR
‘I'm going along eating it’ Tl be going along eating it’

34. Leer says that he uses the terminative or completive derivation jian= ~ jax= ~ jdnde= (#) ‘finishing, terminating’ but his examples
actually use the na-conjugation class derivation instead.
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c. progressive potential d. progressive habitual
yaa kwkaaxaa yaa kxaxéich
jaa=0-ga-w-ga-xa-ya-vxa-h yaa=0-ga-xa-0-vxa-ch
along=3.0-GCNJ-IRR-GMOD-1SG.5-CL[-D, 0, +1]-Veat-VAR along=3.0-GCNJ-1SG.S-CL[-D,0,~1]-Veat-HAB
‘I may be going along eating it’ T'm always going along eating it’

- Leer refers to the epiaspectual paradigm formed from an active or repetitive imperfective as the ‘dura-
tive’ paradigm of a verb, and the epiaspectual paradigm formed from the progressive imperfective is the
‘progressive’ paradigm of a verb

— for more transparent terminology, I dispense with his ‘durative’ term and simply state the imperfective
type along with the additional mode, e.g. “-x repetitive perfective’ for the perfective of a -x repetitive
imperfective used for epiaspect

— to differentiate the two categories, I simply say ‘progressive epiaspect’ or ‘non-progressive epiaspect’

* Leer also refers confusingly to the ‘neutral epiaspect’ which really means no epiaspect at all, i.e. the ordinary
paradigm of a verb theme
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6. APPENDIX: TABLES AND FIGURES

In this section I have included a variety of tables that catalogue morphological elements, structures, and
paradigms in Tlingit, as well as a few illustrative figures. Many have been collected and restructured from orig-
inal work by Story, Naish, Leer, and Eggleston (née Edwards), but some are the results of my own research and
analysis. There are probably some mistakes in them, so I would greatly appreciate being notified if any errors
are found. On the other hand, I use these tables on an almost daily basis, so they should be fairly reliable. I have
silently corrected any mistakes in the original sources.

6.1. DIALECTOLOGY

The following outline is a hierarchical representation of the different dialects and subdialects of Tlingit with
associated settlements in both English and Tlingit. Superscript question marks indicate uncertainty about the
dialect of a particular settlement.

- Tongass Tlingit (T): Duke Island Yee’x, Metlakatla Taahkw Aahni (now Coast Tsim. Maxtakxaata), Port
Stewart Gaahnax, Tongass Katukxuka
- Southern Tlingit (S)
— Sanya Tlingit (S): Cape Fox Gaash, Kah Shakes Cove Gunéik’an Héénak’u, Naha Bay Naa.d, Unuk
River Joondx, Chickamin River Xeel, Yes Bay Yees Geey(
— Henya Tlingit (H): Craig Shaanséet, Klawock Laawaak, Tuxekan T’akjik.aan, "Kuyu Kooyt
* Northern Tlingit (N)
— Transitional Tlingit (R): Wrangell Kaachxan.dak’w, Petersburg Gantiyaakw Séedi ~ Séet Kd, Kake
Kéex’, "Kuyu Kooytt, *Sumdum S’aawddan, some in Angoon Aangdon
— Greater Northern Tlingit (N)
- Central Tlingit (N): Sitka Sheet’kd, Angoon Aangdon, Killisnoo Kanasnoow, Tenakee T’anageiy,
*Sumdum S’aawddan, Taku T’aaku, Juneau Dzdnti K'ihéeni ~ Jéonu, Douglas X'dat’k’ T ’i/cd,_
Auke Bay Aak'w, Hoonah Xunaa, Haines Deishii, Klukwan Tldkw.aan, Skagway Shgagwéi
- Gulf Coast Tlingit (G): Lituya Bay Ltu.da, Dry Bay Gunaxoo, Yakutat Yaakwddat, Iéy Bay Yaas’é,
Kaliakh Galydx
- Inland Tlingit (I): *'Sumdum S'aawddan, Atlin Aatlein, Teslin Deisleen, Tagish Taagish, Carcross
Naadaashahéeni ~ Naatasehéeni

Figure 1 represents the dialects of Tlingit in a pseudo-historical tree of relationships. The dashed line be-
tween Southern and Transitional indicates the occurence of Southern-like features in what is otherwise a North-
ern dialect.

Table 1 on page 71 gives the cross-dialectal consonant inventory of Tlingit in the Coastal orthography used
throughout this document. Consonants in parentheses are nonphonemic in various dialects (m, y/), are found
only in loanwords (b, [), or are idiosyncratic (hw, .w). The n symbol is used to represent a denasalized phonemic
n — a phonetic lateral approximant [1] — which was recorded from a very few Northern Tlingit elders.
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Tlingit
Tongass  Southern Northern
Sanya Henya Transitional Greater Northern

T

Central Gulf Coast Inland

Figure 1: Tlingit dialect overview.

3 3 = = = 3 S § = §
s 3 § 8§ 3§ 5§ = 8§ % &8 ®
T $ 8 §¥FF 8 E 8 S
unasp.stop (b) d g gw g gw
asp. stop t k kw k kw
ejv. stop t kK kw Kk kw (.w)
nasal (m) n (n)
pln. fric. s sh 1 x xw x xw h (hw)
ev. fric. s’ ¥ X xw x X
unasp. aff. dz j dl
asp. aff. ts ch tl
efv. aff. ts’ ch I
appros. Oy § w
Table 1: Tlingit consonant inventory in Coastal orthography.
low tone V high tone V
short V long V: short V long V:

fat. ctr. bck.  fat. ctr. bck. fat. ctr.  bck. fat. ctr.  bck.

2

high i u ee oo i u ée 60
mid e ei é éi
low a aa a da

Table 2: Northern Tlingit vowel inventory in Coastal orthography.
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short V long V: glottalized V? fading Vh
fat. ctr. bck. fnt. ctr.  bck.  fat. ctr bck. fat.  ctr  bek
high i u ee oo ee 00’ eeh ooh
mid e ei ei’ eih
low a aa aa’ aah

Table 3: Tongass Tlingit vowel inventory in orthographic representation.

falling VV (V)
front centre back
high  éé 60
mid  é
low da

Table 4: Southern Tlingit falling tone vowels.

Southern
Tongass Northern Leer g1 Translation
Sanya Henya
V  ta V ot V  td td td sleep

V  takaa’ V  tdkda V  takda ta kda tagda’ sleeping man

§\ S/ §/ < <\

Vt  shaah V:  shaa V:  shaa shaa sa‘ mountain
ViR aahn V:R aan V:R aan aan an land, town
V?  kaa’ VV  kda VV  kda kda qd’ man

V: aa V: da V: da V: da d lake

VIR jeehwaan VVR yeewdan VVR yeewdan V:R yeewdan ji‘wd-n you (pl.)
V:  haa V:  haa V:  haa V: haa ha- us, our
V:R x’aan VIR x’aan ViR x’aan V:R x’aan Xan  anger

Table 5: Suprasegmental correspondences between dialects. R = sonorant.

Table 2 on page 71 gives the vowel inventory of Northern Tlingit in the Coastal orthography. Table 3 gives
the inventory of vowels in Tongass Tlingit, including the laryngeal vowel system. Table 4 shows the inventory of
falling vowels that occur in the Southern Tlingit dialect in addition to the vowels also found in Northern Tlingit.

Table 5 shows the suprasegmental correspondences between the laryngeal vowel system of Tongass Tlingit
and the tone systems of Southern and Northern Tlingit. The representations are given in IPA with forms in
orthography. Leer’s combined transcription system from Leer 1991 is also given for the forms.

6.2. HISTORICAL RELATIONSHIPS

Figure 2 on page 73 is a tree-representation of the reconstructed historical relationships in the Na-Dene family
and the proposed relationship to the Yeniseian languages of Siberia as argued by Edward Vajda. The internal
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Dene—Yeniseian
Yeniseian Na-Dene
Northern Southern  Tlingit Athabaskan—Eyak
Ket Kott /\
Yugh Assan Eyak Dene (Ath.)
Arin /’\
Pumpokol Northern  Southern Pacific Coast
Koyukon Navajo Tolowa
Dena’ina Jicarilla Tututni
Slave PL. Apache Hupa
Carrier Chiricahua  Mattole
Figure 2: Tlingit's family tree.
nouns
unpossessable possessable
names inalienable alienable
body kinship relational alienated other
parts terms nouns nouns nouns

Figure 3: Noun possession types.

relationships shown in the Yeniseian family are proposed from historical reconstructions, though I am unaware
of the exact details. In contrast, the internal relationships shown in the Dene (Athabaskan) family are purely
geographical; the true internal relationships within the family are still under debate and are not as simple.

6.3. NOUNS

Figure 3 charts the relationships between the different classes of nouns defined by their possession properties.
Thus all nouns are divided into unpossessable versus possessable classes, possessable nouns are further subdi-
vided into inalienable and alienable classes, and then the leaves are labeled by their semantic class. Alienated
nouns are inalienable nouns converted to alienable nouns and that hence can occur with the possessive suffix.
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consonant final vowel final

+round -round +round -round

low -u -1 -wua -yi
high -u -i -wu -yi

Table 6: Allomorphs of the possessive suffix -jii. The labels describe the syllable preceding the suffix.

Form  Abv. Name Meaning

-ch ERG ergative subject of transitive verb

X’ LoC locative at, on, in, by

-t PNCT punctual at a point, to a point, around a point
x PERT pertingent contacting, form of, concerning
-dé ALL  allative to, toward, until, manner of
-ddx  ABL ablative from, out of

-ndx  PERL perlative along, by, via, during, across
-gda  ADES adessive around, about, by, after, for

-n INST instrumental with, using, as soon as

teen ~ COM comitative along, with, accompanying

-u LocP locative predicate verbless locative phrase

yax SIM  similative like, as, similar to

Jis BEN benefactive for, benefiting

goot  ABES abessive without, lacking

ndk  ELAT elative away from, leaving behind
Jydandx more superlative more than

kin less sublative less than

Table 7: Case suffixes and postpositions.

Table 6 lists the allomorphs of the possessive suffix -jii as they occur in Northern Tlingit. The labels indi-
cate the phonological properties of the preceding syllable which provide the conditioning environment for the
allomorphy.

Table 7 enumerates the case suffixes and postpositions as they appear in Northern Tlingit. Allomorphy is
not indicated. The ‘Abv. column gives the morphological abbreviation labels as used in glosses; note that the
superlative and sublative are not abbreviated but are instead glossed with their English lexical equivalents.

Table 8 on page 75 lists the pronouns of Tlingit as well as the pronominal prefixes in Tlingit verbs. The
possessive pronouns are those pronounse that occur as possessors of other nouns. The postpositional pronouns
are those pronouns that occur with postpositions. The independent pronouns are the elsewhere case, occurring
as free NPs.

Table 9 on page 76 catalogues the documented irregular allomorphy that occurs for certain CV and CV:
nominals in combination with various suffixes. The -CV~ column applies to CV, CV: and CVC suffixes such as
allative -dé, ablative -ddx, possessive -ji, and adessive -gda. The -C column applies to suffixes that consist of alone
consonant such as pertingent - and locative -x’, but plural -x” is excluded due to morphosemantic cooccurrence
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Pronouns

Possessive  Independent Postpositional

Pronominals
Object Subject
1SG xat- ~ ax- xa-
S haa- tu-
O
S . .
= 256 - i-
2PL  Jii- Yi-
H
3 }3 0-~a- 0
3N
S 3pRX  ash- —
S
= 308V — du-
S
= INDH kaa- ~ ku- du-
INDN at- —
PART aa- —
AREAL Ku- —
g RFLX Sh-~0- —
S RECIP Wo0Sh=  —
(3)pL  has=+ ... has=+ ...

ax
haa
[

yi
du
a
ash

kaa
at
aa

chush ~ sh

woosh
has-du

xdt
uhdan
wa.é
yihdan
hi

d

ash

kda

at
aa

chush
wdosh
hds

ax=ee- ~ xa-
haa=ee- ~ haa(n)-
i=ee-
Yi=ee-
du=ee- ~ u-
a=ee- ~ a-
ash=ee-
a=ee- ~ a-
kaa~ku=ee-
at=ee-
aa=ee-
?/_(.u_
chush
woosh
has-du=ee-

Table 8: Pronouns and verb pronominals.

22 January 2013

constraints. The -n column applies to the -n allomorph of the instrumental, but not to the =een allomorph. The
- column applies to the -’ allomorph of the locative -x” which surfaces as vowel glottalization in Tongass Tlingit
but as a modification of tone and length in Northern and Southern Tlingit. Paradigmatic gaps are indicated with
an em-dash —, unknown forms are indicated by a question mark, and questionable forms needing verification
are preceded by a superscript question mark.

Table 10 on page 77 lists all the documented adjectives in Tlingit, in their Northern Tlingit forms. There are
probably other adjectives that are not listed here, but the inventory is expected to be not much larger than what

has been documented.
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Dial.  Unsuf. -CV~ -C -n -’ (zoc)
N d aa-CV~ a-C aan da
S a aa-CV~ a-C aan da
T a aah-CV~ a-C aahn aa’
o N —kd —kaa-CV~  —kd-C — —kda
; S —kd  —kaa-CV~  —kd-C — —kda
T —ka  —kaah-CV~ —ka-C — —kaa’
o N jd —j/'aa—C\:/~ —“da-C  —  —jda
; S -yd¢  —yaa-CV~  —yd-C — —yda
T —ya  —yaah-CV~ —jjd-C — —yaa’
N xdt xaa-CV~ xda-C xaan xda
% S xdt xaa-CV~ xda-C xaan xda
T xat xaah-CV~ ? xaahn  ‘xaa’
“ N =ee =ee-CV~ =ée-C =éen =ée
% S =ee =ee-CV~ =ée-C =éen =éé
T —ee ? ? —eehn ‘=ee’
= N —jee —jee—C\:/~ —jée-C — —jée
2 S —jee  —jee-CV~  —jée-C — —jéé
= T —jeeh —jeeh-CV~ —jech-C  — —jee’
o N —tu —too-CV~  —téo-C  —téon  —tdo
¥ S —ti  —too-CV~ —téo-C —téom  —tdo
= T —tu —too-CV~ —too-C ? —too’

Table 9: Unpredictable nominal allomorphy. Note that suffixed 1SG is often ax=ee... using BASE instead of xa...,
but the choice between them is idiolectal.
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Form Meaning Compare
aak’é _ good, well Vk’éi ‘good’
aatlein _ much, lots — tlein ‘big’
ch’dagu —  old, ancient ch’aakw ‘long ago’
kda _ male, he- kda ‘man’
kundx _ very, actual, real ku-ndx ‘AREAL-PERL’?
<  kustin_ giant, monstrous ku-cL[+D,s]-Vtin?
§ Lingit — Tlingit, traditional Lingit ‘Tlingit
S sheech _ female, she-
& shéogu — first, initial —shit ‘end, tip’
tatgéiyi — of yesterday tatgé ‘yesterday’
té _ stone, rock té ‘stone, rock’
tlagu(wu) — ancient, forever tlaagoo ‘legend’
tleitdkw _  pure Vtlen ‘dirty’, Vtl'it ‘trash’
Jées _ new, young
_k'wat’ round, egg-shaped k'wat’ ‘egg’
_k'datl’ thin and flat k’aach’ ‘ribbon kelp’
_létlk soft, pliable Vlel ‘lax, flabby’?
_ sakw future, to be, for
_shaan old, elderly Vshan ‘old’
_shis’k raw Vshis’k™ ‘raw’
E _téitl’ fat (animal) Vtet!’ ‘fat (animal)
S _tdoch fresh (fish) Vtuch ‘fresh caught
% _téex’ hard Vtix’ ‘hard; frozen’
S~ _tlein large, big Vitla ‘stout’
_tlenx’ large, big (pl.) _ tlein ‘big’
—xoo0k dry, dried Vxuk ‘dry’
_uwaa similar, fake Vijja ‘resemble’
_yadi small, little, childlike —yat ‘child’
_yéeji past, former, ex- Jee ‘time’?
_yeéis’ dark, dusky, immature jéis’ ‘black stone’

Table 10: Prenominal and postnominal adjectives. _ is the host noun.
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Cable & Crippen Leer 1991

+18  bound phrases — —
+17  preverbs (A-D, E1, E2, F) +8 proclitic adjunct phrases
+16 reciprocal & outer distributive +7 b number prefixes

+15 plural number has= ~ s- a
+14 objects +6 b incorp. obj. pronominals
+13 areal ku- — —
+12  alienable incorporates a incorp. alienable nouns
+11  inalienable incorporates +5 ¢ incorp. inalienable nouns
+10 vertical surface ja- b

+9 horizontal surface ka- a

+8 self-benefactive ga- +4 e schetic prefixes

+7 outer conjugation d

+6 irrealis c

+5 inner conjugation b

+4 perfective and ga-mode a

+3  inner distributive +3 distributive prefix

+2  subjects +2 subject pronominals

+1  classifiers +1 classifier

0 root o ROOT

-1 stem variation -3 inner mode suffixes

-2 derivation -1 derivational suffixes

-3 duration (A?, B?) -2 durative suffixes (a, b)
-4 mode -4 outer mode suffixes

-5 epimode epimode and

-6 clause type clause type suffixes
-7 bound auxiliaries — —

Table 11: Verb template structure.

6.4. VERBS

Table 11 is an overview of the Tlingit verb template. The ‘Cable & Crippen’ column lists the slot numbers and
names of the slots as used in analyses by Seth Cable and James A. Crippen. The ‘Leer 1991’ column shows the
corresponding slot labels and names according to the system used by Leer in his dissertation (Leer 1991).

Table 12 on page 79 enumerates nearly all of the morphemes documented as a part of Tlingit verbs. Only
a representative sample of the bound phrases in slot +18 are given, and this particular category has not been
completely explored. The preverbs in slot +17E1 have an asterisk * indicating their regular occurrence with one
of the three postpositions -¢, -x, or -dé¢ depending on the mode of the verb.

Figure 4 on page 8o illustrates the various phonological domains of the verb as represented across the verb
template. The bound phrases and enclitics are excluded since they are not associated with verb phonology. Note
that these domains are not entirely well defined, and as such they must only be taken as descriptive labels rather
than formalizations.

Table 13 on page 8o shows the sixteen possible classifiers in Tlingit.
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Position Affixes

+18
+17

proclitics

+16
+15
+14
+13
+12

+11

prefixes
+
©

suffixes
ob

enclitics

F

E2

=
—

> w0 g

N-x’, N-{t, x, dé}, N-ndx, N-ddx, N x’é-’, N dasé-’, N gunayd-’N eetéendy, ...

gunayéi~gunéi=, da=, shoo=, héeni=, gdgi=, éegi=, daagi=

kut=, yugc_:, yaax=, héenx=, ux=, kwdakx=, yedic:, j/'aan_agc~_)'1'aa/1nagcT:
yan*=, neil*=, haa*=, yoo*=, kux*=, kux;*=

kei~keiht=, yei~yeihr=, jeik~jeeks~eehkr=, daak~daahkr=, daak~daahkr=
yéi~yeihr=‘thus’

yaa~jaahr= MENT

yaa~jaahr= ‘along) yoo~yoohr= ALT

woosh= RECIP, dax= DISTB

has= ~ s- PL

xat~ax-, haa~haahr-, i-, yi-, a~0-, ash-, kaa~ku-, at-, aa-, sh~0-

ku- AREAL

yaan-, shakux-, yata-, x'asakw-, gax-, xee~xei-, kee~kei-, yee~yei-, l'il’-,
kanik-, yaka-, saa-, aan-, naa-, s;za.agcw—, yakw-, hin-, lux’-, has’-, luk-
Jji-, x'a-, k'a-, tu-, sha-, shu-, lu-, se~sa-, xa-, gu-, ta-, daa-, xoo-, xan-,
x'aa-, t'éi-, t'aa-, yik-, yee-, ki-, gin-, xi-, s’aan-, lidix’, wak-, s'ak-, x'us-,
s’ee-, duk-, laka-, tl'ik-, keey-, toox’-, x'atu-, tukx’e~tuk’e-, daa.it-, tax’-
ya- VSFC

ka- HSFC

ga- SBEN

ga- GCNJ

u-, w-, oo- (all IRR)

(- ZCNJ, na- NCNJ, ga- GCNJ

yu- PFV, u- PFV.TEL_, ga- GMOD

daga~dax- DISTB

xa- 18G.S, tu- 1PLS, i- 25G.S, yi- 2PL.S, 0- 3.8, du- 30BV.S, du- INDH.S

cL[D, S, I]:D € {+D,-D},S € {0,s,,sh},1 € {+1,-1}

Vroot (CVC, CVC, CV'C, CV, CVh)

-’ -1, -h, -n, -y (all vAR)

-dn, -shan, -ch, -akw, -aa, -xaa, -jii, -ee, -k, -al’~ch’al’, -k, -nas, -nds’, -kat’

-k REP, -x REP, -ch REP, -t ICT.REP, -x’ PL, -t’ PL, -s’ SER, -/’ SER

-ch HAB, -(n)ée~(n)eehr COND, -in CING

-een~eehny DEC, -eek~eehky~k PHIB/OPT

-ée~eehy SUB, -i REL

=nooky~néekwsgi~neekwr, =noochy~nukchg~neechsg~neehchr, =noojeeny
~neey'eenSR1~?neehj[hnT, =nukneey~nikwnee;~nikwnigg~nikwneehr,
=ganiguny~ganigun;~ganikws~ganikwr

Table 12: Verb morphemes.
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preverbs +17 =
. o g
reciprocal & distributive +16 3
2
plural number +15 - =
bject ) ) £ )
objects +14 5
S
areal +13 g §
alienable incorporates +12 S 5
-~
. . . ~
inalienable incorporates +1 T ) 8
. S
vertical surface +10 S )
. L &
horizontal surface  +9 S - S
. |3 S
self-benefactive  +8 S
. . 3\ s ‘>
outer conjugation  +7 S g
. . S S
irrealis  +6 Ny
. R g S
Inner conjugation  +5 2 S
. Q
perfective and ga-mode  +4 S s
L= -~ S
inner distributive  +3 §
subjects  +2
classifiers +1 < < ) J
root o
o e 3\
stem variation -1 g S
D
derivation -2 3 =
duration -3 S
J ‘g &g
mode -4 3 3
. =
epimode -5 o
clause type -6 ) )

Figure 4: Domains of the verb.

-D +D

-1 +1 -1 +1

—~ 0 0 jya- da- di-
s sa-  si- s-  dzi-
1 la- li- - dli-
? sh  sha- shi- sh- Ji-

(series

Table 13: Classifier morphemes.
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Q% Preverb Gloss 5 Description
gunayéi~gunéi~gunayei'yr INCEP @ inceptive: beginning, starting
_da~aa’T ) i Loc  — locative: there
da~aa’r (+yax) ROT 0 rotatory: turning over

. shéo~shoo’y (+ jax) ADROT ) adrotatory: turning over endwise
héeni~heenir INAQ @ inaquative: into water
gagi ABUMB () abumbrative: from shadow into open
éegi~eeqir ABSILV @ absilvative: from woods to shore
dc%a(_g[~aiaa‘_q[T ABAQ 0 abaquative: from water to shore
kut ERR  ga errative: astray, lost, excessively (-t)
yan, yax, yande CPLTV @ completive: completing, finishing (- *)
yux out na outside (-x)
yaax~yaahxy INVEH ga invehicular: into vehicle (-x)

E2 héenx~heenxy INAQ éa inaquative: into water (-x)
ux (+ kei~keihr) UNCTL @ uncontrolled: blindly, out of control (-x)
kwdakx (+ daak~daahkr) wrong @ by mistake, wrongly (-x)
yetx~yedaxy INIT @ initial: starting off, taking off (-ddx)
Yyanax~yaahnaxy under ga underground (-ndx)
yan, jax, ydande shore @ abmarine: ashore, onto ground, resting
neil(t), neilx, neildé home @ inside, homeward, into building
haat, haax, haadé here @ here, this way, toward speaker

B yoot, yoox, yoode hence 0 hence, away, off (indefinite location)
kux, * kuxx, kixde REV @ revertive: aback, reversed direction
kuxy, kuxx;, kixde; AGRND 0 aground, into shallow water (IT only)
kei~kéi~keihy up 0 upward
yei~yéi~yeihr down @ downward, out of vehicle
yeik~yéeks~eehkr ADLIT @ adlitoral: down to shore, beachward

D daak~ddaks~daahky ABLIT @ ablitoral: inland from shore, back from

open, off of fire
daak~ddaks~daahky ADMAR 0 admarine: seaward, into open, falling
from sky, onto fire

C yéi~ye'r~yeihr thus — manner: thus, so (yeiAir= is thematic)

B jaa~ya~yjaahy MENT — mental state or activity

A y00~yo0ohy ALT 0 alternating: back and forth, to and fro
Yyaa~jaahy along na along, down, obliquely, progressive

Table 14: Preverbs (+17).
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Closs Source Unmarked Punctual Pertingent Allative
Form Trans. -t X -dé
ABMAR  Jydn ‘shore’ jan- yan- yax- Jdnde-
- home  neil ‘home’ neil- neil(t)- neilx- neildé-
E here haa? ‘us’? — haat- haax- haadé-
§ hence ydo ‘distal’ ydo- yoéot-  yoox- ydode-
REV ku ‘areal’  kux- kux- kux- kuixde-
aground kux? ‘dry’? Thkuxs- kux;- kuoxx;- kiixde;-
ABMAR jan- yan- yax- ydnde-
§ home neil- neilt- neilx- neildé-
§ here *haa- haat- haax- haadé-
S hence Yyéo- ybot-  ydox- ydbode-
REV * kux- kux-  ‘kuxx-  kixde-
ABMAR yan- yan- yax- yandeih-
% home *neihl- neihlt-  neihlx-  neihldei-
§3 here *haah- haaht- haahx-  haahdei-
& hence “yoo- yoot-  yoox- yoodeih-
REV hux- kux- Chuxx- kuxdeih-

Table 15: Group E1 preverb (+17) variants. kux only in Inland Tlingit.

Table 14 on page 81 gives the preverbs in slot +17. The ‘Grp.’ column lists the subslot grouping based on order
from outer (¥) to inner (A) position. The ‘Gloss’ column contains the conventional gloss abbreviation or word.
The ‘Cnj. column is the conjugation class associated with the preverb in motion derivations. The ‘Description’
column has the name, a loose translation, and the associated postposition if any.

Table 15 lists the preverbs of the E1subslot. The ‘Source’ columns have a probable source form and associated
translation. The ‘Unmarked’ column gives the base form that does not actually occur. The other three columns
give the output forms with the punctual, pertingent, and allative suffixes respectively.

6.4.1. INCORPORATED NOUNS

Table 16 on page 83 lists all the known alienable incorporated nouns that occur in slot +12, along with the inde-
pendent nouns from which they are derived.

Table 17 on page 84 lists all the known inalienable incorporated nouns occurring in slot +11. The source
nouns for the incorporates are given in the ‘Source noun’ column where they are known, note that some are
actually alienable and some are compounds. The incorporates with (+ ka-) or with (+ sha-) are special in that they
regularly cooccur with the other given incorporate, either the horizontal surface prefix ka-,, HSFC or with the
prefix sha-,,, ‘head’ This latter is actually taken to be part of a compound rather than a separate prefix, and so is
not given its own slot; cf. tukx’e- ~ tuk’e- ‘anus’ which seems to contain x’a-,,, ~ kK’a-,,, ‘mouth’ but which is instead
probably a wholly incorporated compound given the fixed vowel e. Note that only ¢’éi-y ‘behind, lidix™- ‘neck,
throat), and tdox- ‘kneeling’ occur with high tone in Northern Tlingit; tone and laryngealization of incorporates
are not fully documented for Southern and Tongass dialects.
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Prefix

Source noun

yaan~yaahnr-
shakux-

yata-

x’asakw-

gax-
Sce[N~xeeSR~xeehT—
keiy~keesg~keeh-
yeix~"yeesg~jeeh-
lil’-

kanik-

kayik-

yaka-

saa~saahr-
aan~aahny-
naa~naahy-
sha.axw-

yakw-

hin-

lux’-

has’-

luk-

yaan ‘hunger’

shakoox~shakuhxy ‘thirst’

—ya ‘face, vertical surface’? + td ‘sleep’

x’aséikw ‘breath, life’

gax ‘crying, weeping’

xee ‘dusk, shadow’ (cf. shaa xeiyi ‘mtn. shadow’)
kee ‘dawn’ (cf. kee.d ‘dawn), keex’é¢ ‘daybreak’)
yee ‘time’ (cf. yeeddt ‘moment’)

léel’ ‘feces’

kaneek~kanihky ‘report, news’

kayéik ‘noise’

yakd ‘curse, reproach, rebuke’

saa ‘name’

aan ‘land, town, settlement’
naa ‘clan, nation, people’

sha.aaxw ‘bundle’

yaakw~yahkwr ‘canoe, boat’
héeny~héeng~heeny ‘fresh water, river, stream’

l6ox’ ‘urine’
hdas’ ‘vomit’

Vluk ‘sip’

Table 16: Alienable incorporated nouns (+12).
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Prefix Source noun

Ji- —jin ‘hand, arm), —jee ‘possession’

x'a~k’a- —x’éi ‘mouth’

tu- —t11 ‘inside; mind, emotions’

sha- —shd ‘head’

shu- —shu ‘end’

lu- —lti ‘nose, point’

se~sa- —séi ‘voice’

xa- —xaaw ‘fur’

gu- —gt ‘base, butt’

ta- —td ‘bottom; head of bay’

daa~daah- —daa~daahy ‘around, surrounding, periphery’
taa- ?? lonesome’

Xx00- —xo00 ‘among, amidst, within’

xan- —xdn ‘vicinity, near’

x'aa- —x’aa ‘space between, interstice’
téin~'t'éesp~t'ee’r- —t’éi ‘behind, screened by, obscured by’

taa- —t'da~t'dak landward side’

yik- —ytk ‘inside (concave)’

yee- —yee ‘underneath, beneath’

ki- Vki ‘sit’?

gin- —geen ‘tail flipper’

xi- —xee ‘shoulder’

s’aan- *—s’aan limb’?

lidix’- —lidix’ ‘neck, throat’

wak- (+ ka-) —-waak ‘eye’

s'ak- (+ ka-) s’aak ‘bone’ (alienable; kaa s’aagi ‘one’s bone’)
x'us- (+ ka-) -x’oos ‘foot, leg’ i

s’ee- (+ ka-) —s’ee ‘eyebrow’

duk- (+ ka-) dook ‘skin’ (alienable; kaa doogu ‘one’s skin’)
la- (+ ka-) —laka ‘inside of mouth’ (cf. —leitdox’ ‘in the throat’)
tlik- (+ sha-) —tl'eeksy ‘finger’ + —shd ‘head’ = —tl'ikshd ‘fingertip’
keey- —keey ‘knee’

toox’- (+ ka-)
x’atu-
tukx’e~tuk’e-
daa.it-

tax’-

—téox™-ka ‘kneeling’

—x’éi ‘mouth + -t ‘inside’

—tukx’é ‘anus’ (< —tik ‘butt’ + —x’éi ‘mouth’)
—daa.éet ‘joint’

—téix’ ‘heart’

Table 17:

Inalienable incorporated nouns (+11).
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Closed roots Open roots
Stem Var. Suffix
CVC cve cvc Qv Cvh
n cvlc  cvC  cVC  CVn CVin*
y

habitual -ch e e e CY:y—ch CYzy—ch
otherwise Cv: CV:
CV:C Cw:C CcvC CW CV:
-h
imperative CVhC VO CVC cv cv
otherwise CVh CVh
X0 {_k) -X, _Chy _ty _x’) _t)r _S,) 'l,}slot -3
ffi . ) . V-X-X V-X-X
fwo suftixes ClCX cVeX ciex O v
one suffix CVv:i-X CVh-X
-’ (open roots only)
no other suffix cv cv
auxiliary or prohib.-opt. -k CVi-... CV:-...
decessive -ee(h)n CV'jee(h)n CV'-jee(h)n
other suffixes with i~ee(h) CVh-y... CVh-y...

closed plain
relative clause CVC cve CVC
otherwise cVC  CVC  CVC

* Exception: CVh stems Vni* ‘become’ and Vjia* ‘resemble’ have neen~neehny and

Yyein~yeihny instead of *néen~neent and *yéin~jeiny.

Table 18: Stem variation system (Leer 1991:168). Stem variation realizations that define the distinct root types
are emphasized in bold. Invariable stems are excluded.

6.4.2. STEM VARIATION

Table 18 on page 85 represents the stem variation system as described by Leer (1991) with some minor adjust-
ments. The symbol V represents a vowel that undergoes apophony, a - e and u » ™. Vh represents a fading
vowel /V1/ in Tongass Tlingit and a long low vowel /V:/ elsewhere, and \4 represents a glottalized vowel /V?/ in
Tongass, a long falling vowel /VV/ in Southern, and a long high vowel [V:/ in Northern Tlingit. The symbol -X
represents a consonantal suffix in the set {-k, -x, -ch, -t, x’, -t’, -s’, -['}, and -X-X indicates a sequence of two such
suffixes (specifically -kw-t).

Table 19 on page 86 gives the stem variation system specifically for Northern Tlingit. This is essentially the
same as in table 18 but with the suprasegmental properties specific to the Northern dialect. V is as before, as are
-X and -X-X.

Table 20 on page 87 lists the stem variation suffixes versus the modes in which they occur. Included are the
differences between realis and irrealis forms of modes that vary in their stem variation.
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Closed roots Open roots
Stem Var. Suffix
CVC cve cvc Cv Cvh
- cvc ¢ cic CVn CVen®
y
habitual -ch e e e CY:y—ch Cny—ch
otherwise CV: Cv:
CV:C CV:C CV:C CV: CV:
-h
imperative CViC  CV:C CViC Cv cv
otherwise Cv: Cv:
X 0B {'k) -X, 'Chy -t, 'xlr 't,r 'S’) '[,}Slot -3
two suffixes CUCX  CUCX  CVCX CY—X—X C\“/—X—X
one suffix CVv:i-X Cv:X
-’ (open roots only)
no other suffix 0 cv
auxiliary or prohib.-opt. -k CVz-... CV:-...
decessive -éen CVijeen CV:ijeen
other suffixes with i~ee CV:iy.. CV:iy...
closed plain
relative clause CVC cve CVC
otherwise cvc  cve cve

* Exception: CV" stems Vni* ‘become’ and vjja* ‘resemble’ have neen and jiein

instead of *néen and *yéin.

Table 19: Stem variation system in Northern Tlingit. Stem variation realizations that define the distinct root
types are emphasized in bold. Invariable stems are excluded.
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Modes

-J stative imperfective, -j extensional stative imperfective,
realis telic perfective, some active atelic potentials, telic habitual,
some telic imperatives, some hortatives

-n active imperfective, -n positional imperfective, progressive,
-n stative imperfective, conditional, contingent

realis -r active imperfective, realis -; positional imperfective,
realis -: stative imperfective, realizational, realis future,
admonitive, consecutive

irrealis -r active imperfective, irrealis - positional imperfective,
-h active imperfective, -4 positional imperfective,

irrealis -/ stative imperfective, realis -4 stative imperfective of
Vti" ‘be, -h extensional stative imperfective, irrealis telic
perfective of closed roots, atelic perfective, irrealis future,

most potentials, some telic habituals, most telic imperatives,
some hortatives

-’ active imperfective (open roots only), irrealis -j stative
imperfective of open roots, irrealis -j extensional stative
imperfective of open roots, irrealis telic perfective of open roots
-k repetitive imperfective, [+1]-...-k repetitive imperfective,
yoo=[+I]-...-k repetitive imperfective, -x repetitive imperfective,
-ch repetitive imperfective, -t active (repeated) imperfective,
-x” active (plural) imperfective, -’ active (plural) imperfective,
-s” active (serial) imperfective, -/’ active (serial) imperfective

Table 20: Distribution of stem variation suffixes across modes.
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Cls. Pfx. Preverb Pfv.  Rep. Impfv. Telicity Movement
@ 0- none-~jyaa="‘along’ j x telic  bounded
na na- none ~jyaa=‘along’ -h yoo=[+I]-..-k atelic unbounded
ga ga- yei='‘down’ -h  yei=...-ch atelic downward
ga ga- kei=‘up’ -h  kei=...-ch atelic upward

Table 21: Conjugation classes and their associated features. jaa= occurs in the progressive but not in the future.

Class  Preverb Classifier Suffix Example

0 none [-1] X as.éex ‘he cooks it’

na  yoo= [+1] -k yoo ayal’unk ‘he hunts it’
ga  yei= [-1] -ch  yeiadagdnch ‘it gets sunny’
ga kei= [-1] -ch  keilatsinch ‘he gets strong’

Table 22: Conjugation class and repetitive imperfectives. Adapted from Edwards 2009: 26.

Class  Preverb  Example

0 yaa=  aadéyaa has na.dt ‘they are walking along there’

na  jaa=  aagdayaa kunashéen ‘he is going along searching for it’
ga yei= yei andagdn ‘it is getting sunny’

éa kei= kei ndahdn ‘he is standing up’

Table 23: Conjugation class and progressive imperfective directional preverbs. Adapted from Edwards 2009: 25.

6.4.3. CONJUGATION

Table 21 shows the four conjugation classes and their features. The ‘Preverb’ column is the preverb specified by
the -X active imperfective, progressive, and future modes. The ‘Pfv. column lists the stem variation associated
with the perfective mode. The ‘Rep. Impfv’ column gives the affixes that form the predictable repetitive imper-
fective of the conjugation class. The ‘Telicity’ column lists the telicity category proposed by Leer and based on
motion derivation, and the ‘Movement’ column describes the type of movement associated with motion deriva-
tions in the conjugation class.

Table 22 shows the conjugation class—derived repetitive imperfectives in more detail, with examples.

Table 23 shows the conjugation class—derived directional preverbs for progressives, with examples.

6.4.4. PREFIX CONTRACTION

Table 24 on page 89 presents the classifiers according to their phonological shapes. These shapes do not fully
correspond to morphological features, and prefix contraction is only sensitive to phonological shape.

Table 25 on page 89 lists the CV prefixes from slot +14 to +1 that participate fully in prefix contraction. The
division between outer conjunct CV prefixes and inner conjunct prefixes is based on behaviour. The outer CV
prefixes are summarily represented in the prefix contraction tables as ‘CV’ and they all behave largely the same.
The inner conjunct prefixes however do not behave identically, and hence are listed separately.
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Ci- Ca- C-

Form  Features Form  Features Form  Features
di- +D 0 +1 da- +D 0 -I

Si- -D s +I sa- -D s -I s- -D s -1
dzi- +D s +I s- +D s -I
li- -D 1l 41 la- -D 1 -I [- -D | -I
dli- +D 1 +I l- +D 1 -I
shi- -Dsh +1 sha- -Dsh -1 sh- -D sh -I
Jji- +D sh +1 sh-  +D sh -1

Table 24: Classifiers by phonological shape, excluding #- and jia-.

outer conjunct CV prefixes inner conjunct prefixes
+14  H13  +m +10 +9 +8 47  +6  +5  +4  +2 +
i- ku- ji- §ya- ka- ga- ga- u 0- Ju- xa- 0-
yi- xXa- w- na- u- tu- Va-
a- k’a- oo- ga- ga- i- da-
ku- tu- i di
shu- 0-  sa-
lu- du-  si-
se- du-  s-
sa- dzi-
xa- la-
gu- li-
ta- 1-
ki- dli-
xi- sha-
shi-
sh-
ji-

Table 25: Verb prefixes participating in prefix contraction.
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Ext~Mul Impfv

Perfective
Future
Imperfective
Progressive
Realizational
Habitual
Potential
Imperative
Hortative
Admonitive
Consecutive
Conditional
Contingent

Prefix
ju-
u-yu-
u_
ga-w-ga- +

+

+

0- + + +

u-0- + + +
0-ga- +
u-0-ga- +

na- + o+ o+ 4+ +
u-na- + o+ +
na-ga- +
u-na-ga- +

ga- + + o+ +
u-ga- + +

ga-ga- +
u-ga-ga- +

ga- + + o+ +
ga-u- + +

ga-ga- +

ga-u-ga- +

Table 26: Contractable prefix sequences and their associated modes.

Table 26 gives the contractable prefix sequences in the inner conjunct domain and the corresponding modes
in which they occur. Note that the conjugation prefix ga-, and mode prefix ga-,, are listed separately, and that
ga-., does not occur alone. i _

Tables 27 on page 91 through 36 on page 100 list the prefix contractions for various combinations of conjunct
prefixes. Only Northern Tlingit is shown. The combination of mode prefixes and subjects is on the vertical axis
of each table, and the classifier shapes to be combined with them are on the horizontal axis. Thus a combination
of perfective ju-, first person singular subject xa-, and classifier si- as in xwasiteen ‘I saw it’ can be found in table
27 by looking on the left side for jiu-xa- and then on top for Ci- (the shape of si-, see table 24 on page 89). The
resulting form is the cross of those two, thus xwaCi. Braces indicate that the output can vary, leading to multiple
forms. Although the third person subject ¢- and lack of a subject none are listed separately in tables 27 and 28,
the output forms are in fact identical implying that ¢- has no phonological importance. Because of this, the other
tables list 0- and lack of a subject as none together under a single input form.

There may still be some mistakes lurking in these tables, and there may be output forms that are attested
elsewhere but not documented here. Please report them.
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Classifier shape

Subj.  Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
1SG yu-xa- xwaCi xwaCa xwaC xwa Xxwaa
1IPL  yu-tu- wutuCi  wutuCa  wutooC wutoo wutuwa
286 yu-i- yiCi yiCa yiC yi yee
286 u-i- yiCi yiCa yiC yi iya
2PL  yu-yi- yeeyCi yeeCa yeeyC yeey yeey
INDH  ju-du- wuduCi — wuduC  wudu  wuduwa
3 yu-0- wuCi — wuC wu W00
none  yu- wuCi — wuC wu W00
3 u-0- wuCi — wuC wu uwa
none u- wuCi — wuC wu uwa
1SG CVuxa- CVxwCi CVxwaCa CVxwaC CVxwa CVxwaa
1L CVu-tu- CVwtuCi  CVwtuCa CVwtooC CVwtoo CVwtuwa
2s¢ ~ CViu-i-  CV§Ci CVyCa CVyiC CVyi Ceeya
2L CVju-yi- CVjeejCi CVyeeyCa CVyeeyC CVyeey CVieey
INDH CV-ju-du- CVwduCi — CVwduC CVwdu CVwduwa
3 CVju-0- CVwCi — CvwuC CVwu CViwa
none  CV-ju- CVwCi — CVvwuC CVwu CViwa
3 CV-u-0- CU:Ci — CU:C CU: CU:wa
none  CV-u- CU:Ci — CU:C CU: CU:wa

22 January 2013

Table 27: Northern Tlingit prefix contractions with +4 perfective ju- or u-. U: represents oo if Vis a, or lengthened

V otherwise.
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Classifier shape
Subj. Prefixes
Ca- C- 0-
kukaCa kukaC kuka
1SG ga-w-ga-xa- kwkaCa kwkaC kwka
kkwaCa kkwaC kkwa
1PL ga-w-ga-tu- gaxtuCa gaxtooC gaxtoo
o gagiCa gageeC gagee
26 gawgat { kgiCa kgeeC kgee
2PL ga-w-ga-yi- gaxyiCa gaxyiC gaxyi
IND.H  ga-w-ga-du- gaxduCa gaxduC gaxdu
o gugaC guga
3 ga-w-ga ] { guxCa kgwa C kgwa
o gugaC guga
none ga-w-ga { guxCa kgwaC kgwa
1SG CV-ga-w-ga-xa- CVkwkaCa CVkwkaC CVkwka
1PL CV-ga-w-ga-tu-  CVgaxtuCa CVgaxtooC  CVgaxtoo
25G CV-ga-w-ga-i- CVkgiCa CVkgeeC CVkgee
2PL CV-ga-w-ga-ji-  CVgaxyiCa CVgaxyiC CVgaxyi
mpH  CV-ga-w-ga-du- CVgaxduCa  CVgaxduC CVgaxdu
3 CV-ga-w-ga-0- CVguxCa CVkwgaC CVkwga
none CV-ga-w-ga- CVguxCa CVkwgaC CVkwga
s KA A WA XA kakwkaCa kakwkaC kakwka
! ga-w-gax kookaCa kookaC kooka

Table 28: Northern prefix contractions with future ga-w-ga-...

additional optional contraction.
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Classifier shape

Subj. Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
1SG 0-xa- xaCi xaCa xaC xa xaa
1PL 0-tu- tuCi tuCa tooC too tuwa
28G 0-i- iCi iCa eeC ee iya
2PL 0-yi- yiCi jeeyCa  yiC yi yeey
IND.H  @-du- duCi — duC du duwa
3/none  0-(0-) Ci Ca iC 0 ya

{ xwaCi xwaCa xwa xwaa

1SG u-0-xa- . xwaC

uxCi uxCa uxa uxaa
3/none  u-0-(0-) uCi — uC u uwa

— — uduC udu —
INDH  u-0-du- { o o duC du o
1SG CV-0-xa- CVxCi CvxCa CVxaC CVxa CVxaa
1PL CV-0-tu- CVtuCi CVtuCa CVtooC CVtoo CVtuwa
28G CV-0-i- CeeCi CeeCa  CeeC Cee Ceeya
2PL CV-0-yi- CVyeeyjCi CVyCa  CVyiC CVy CVjeey
inD.H  CV-0-du- CVduCi — CVduC CVdu CVduwa
3/none  CV-0-(0-) CVCi CVCa CVC cv CVyja
3/none  ka-0-(0-) kaCi kaCa kaC ka kaa
1SG CV-u-0-xa- CU:xxCi CUxxCa CUxaC CUxxa CU:ixaa
3/none  CV-u-0-(0-) CU:Ci CU:Ca CU:C CU: CU:ja

— — CUiduC CUidu —
iNDH  CV-u-@-du- { o o CVduC  CVdu  —
1SG CV-00-0-xa- CuxCi CuxCa  CuxaC Cuxa Cuxaa
3/none  CV-00-0-(@-) CooCi CooCa  CooC Coo Cuwa
3/none  CV-w-0-(9-) CuCi CuCa CuC Cu Coo

22 January 2013

Table 29: Northern prefix contractions with +5 #-conjugation. U: represents oo if V is a, or lengthened V other-

wise.
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Classifier shape
Subj.  Prefixes
Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
1SG na-xa- naxCi naxCa naxaC naxa naxaa
1PL na-tu- natuCi natuCa natooC natoo natuwa
286 na-i- niCi niCa neeC nee niya
2PL  na-yi- nayCi nayCa nayiC nay nayeey
IND.H na-du- naduCi  — naduC nadu  naduwa
3/none na-(0-) naCi — naC na naa
{un)_(aCi unxaCa unxaC unxa unxaa
1SG  u-na-xa- )
naxwaCi naxwaCa naxwaC naxwa naxwaa
3/none u-na-(0-) unaCi — unaC una unaa
1SG CV-na-xa- CVnaxCi CVnaxCa CVnxaC CVnxa CVnxaa
1PL CV-na-tu- CVntuCi CVntuCa CVntooC CVntoo CVntuwa
28¢ ~ CV-na-i- CVniCi CVniCa CVneeC CVnee CVniya
2pL  CV-na-yi- CVnayCi CVnajCa CVnajyC CVnay CVnajeey
inD.H CV-na-du- CVnduCi — CVnduC CVndu CVnduwa
3/none CV-na-(0-)  CVnCi — CvnaC CVna CVnaa
s6 CV-tna-xa- CUmaxCi CU:naxCa CUmxaC CUmnxa CU:nxaa
- CVnaxwCi CVnaxwCa CVnxwaC CVnxwa CVnxwaa
3/none CV-u-na-(0-) CUmCi CUmCa  CUmaC CUma CUmaa
1SG CV-00-naxa- CunaxCi CunaxCa CunxaC Cunxa Cunxaa
3/none CV-00-na-(0-) CunCi — CunaC  Cuna  Cunaa
3/none CV-w-na-(0-) CunCi — CunaC  Cuna  Cunaa

Table 30: Northern prefix contractions with +5 na-conjugation. U: represents oo if V is a, or lengthened V other-

wise.
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Classifier shape

Subj.  Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
18G ga-xa- kaCi kaCa kaC ka kaa
1PL éa—tu— gatuCi  gatuCa gatooC  gatoo  gatuwa
25G éa—i— éiCi éiCa éeeC éee éiya
1PL éa—yi— éayCi éayCa éain éaji éaye ey
IND.H éa-du— éaduCi — éaduC éadu éaduwa
3/none g:;a—(ﬂ—) éaCi — éaC éa éaa
1SG u-ga-xa- kwaCi kwaCa  kwaC kwa kwaa
3/none u—éa—((b—) gwaCi  gwaCa  gwaC gwa gwaa
1SG CV-ga-xa- CVkaCi CVkaCa CVkaC CVka  CVkaa
1PL CV- éa—tu— CVxtuCi CVxtuCa CVxtooC CVxtoo CVxtuwa
28G CV—éa—i- CvgiCi  CVgiCa CVgeeC CVgee CVgiya
1PL CV-ga-ji- CvxyiCi CVxyiCa CVxjiC CVxyi  CVxjeey
IND.H CV—éa—du— CVxduCi — CVxduC CVxdu CVxduwa
3/none CV—éa—((Z)—) CVxCi CVxCa CVgaC CVga CVgaa
18G CV-u-gaxa- CUkaCi CU:kaCa CUikaC CUika CUikaa
glnone CV-u-ga-(0-) CUxCi CUxCa CUgaC CUiga CU:gaa
1SG CV—oo_—ga—)_(a- CukaCi CukaCa Cul_<:91C Culgé Culg:";la
3/none CV—oo—éa—((Z)—) CuxCi CuxCa  CugaC  Cuga  Cugaa

Table 31: Northern prefix contractions with +5 ga-conjugation. U: represents oo if V is a, or lengthened V other-

wise.
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Classifier shape

Subj.  Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
1SG ga-xa- gaxCi gaxCa gaxaC gaxa gaxaa
1PL ga-tu- gatuCi gatuCa gatooC  gatoo  gatuwa
286 ga-i- giCi giCa geeC gee giya
2PL ga-yi- gayCi gayCa gayiC gay gayeey
INDH  ga-du- gaduCi  — gaduC gadu gaduwa
3/none ga-(0-) gaCi — gaC ga gaa
1SG ga-u-xa- gooxCi  gooxCa  gooxaC gooxa  gooxaa
3/none ga-u-(0-) *g00Ci — gooC goo *goowa
1SG CV-ga-xa- CVgaxCi CVgaxCa CVkxaC CVkxa CVkxaa
1PL CV-ga-tu-  CVktuCi CVktuCa CVktooC CVktoo CVktuwa
2s¢  CV-ga-i- CVgiCi CVgiCa CVgeeC  CVgee CVgiya
2PL CV-ga-ji- CVgayCi CVgayCa CVgayiC CVgay CVgajeey
mwp.H CV-ga-du- CVkduCi — CVkduC CVkdu CVkduwa
3/none CV-ga-(#-)  CVkCi CVkCa CVgaC Cvga  CVgaa
18G CV-ga-u-xa- CVgooxCi CVgooxCa CVkwxaC CVkwxa CVkwxaa
3/none CV-ga-u-(0-) *CVgooCi — CVgooC CVgoo *CVgoowa
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Classifier shape
Subj.  Prefixes s P
Ci- Ca- C- 0- Va-
1SG 0-ga-xa- kaCi kaCa kaC ka kaa
1PL 0-ga-tu- gatuCi gatuCa gatooC gatoo  gatuwa
28G 0-ga-i- giCi giCa geeC gee giya
1PL 0-ga-yi- gayCi gayCa gayiC gay gayeey
wp.H - @-ga-du- gaduCi  — gaduC gadu gaduwa
3/none  0-ga-(0-) gaCi — gaC ga gaa
1SG u-f-ga-xa- kwaCi kwaCa  kwaC kwa kwaa
3/none  u-0-ga-(0-) gwaCi  gwaCa  gwaC gwa gwaa
1SG CV-0-ga-xa- CVkaCi CVkaCa CVkaC CVka  CVkaa
1PL CV—@—ga-tu— CVxtuCi CVxtuCa CVxtooC CVxtoo CVxtuwa
28G CV-0-ga-i- CvgiCi  CVgiCa CVgeeC CVgee CVgija
rL CV--gai- CVxjiCi CVxjiCa CVxjiC CVxji CVxjeey
IND.H CV—(ZJ-ga—du— CVxduCi — CVxduC CVxdu CVxduwa
3/none  CV-0-ga~(0-) CvxCi CvxCa  CVgaC  CVga  CVgaa
1SG CV-u-0-ga-xa- CU:kaCi CUikaCa CU:kaC CUika CU:kaa
3/none CV—u—(Z)—ga—((Z)—) CUxCi CUxCa CUgaC CUga CU:gaa
1SG CV-00-0-ga-xa- CukaCi CukaCa CukaC Cuka  Cukaa
3/none  CV-00-0-ga-(0-) CuxCi CuxCa CugaC Cuga Cugaa

22 January 2013

Table 33: Northern prefix contractions with +5 g-conjugation and +4 ga-mode. U: represents oo if V is a, or

lengthened V otherwise.
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Classifier shape
Subj. Prefixes J P
Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
156 na-ga-xa- nakaCi nakaCa nakaC naka nakaa
IPL  na-ga-tu- naxtuCi naxtuCa  naxtooC naxtoo  naxtuwa
285G na-ga-i- nagiCi nagiCa nageeC nagee nagiya
2PL  na-ga-yi- naxyiCi naxyiCa  naxyiC naxyi naxyeey
IND.H na-ga-du- naxduCi — naxduC nadu naxduwa
3/n na—ga—(@—) naxCi naxCa nagaC naga nagaa
56 wnaeasa unkaCi unkaCa unkaC unka unkaa
gax nakwaCi nakwaCa nakwaC nakwa nakwaa
3n u-na-ga-(0-) una)_(Ci. unaxCa ungaC unga ungaa
S naxwCi naxwCa nagwaC nagwa nagwaa
156 CV-na-ga-xa- CVnkaCi CVnkaCa CVnkaC CVnka CVnkaa
1PL CV—na—ga-tu- CVnaxtuCi CVnaxtuCa CVnaxtooC CVnaxtoo CVnaxtuwa
286 CV-na-ga-i- CVngiCi  CVngiCa  CVngeeC CVgnee (CVngiya
2pL  CV-na-ga-ji- CVnaxjiCi CVnaxyiCa CVnaxyiC CVnaxyi CVnaxyeey
IND.H CV—na—ga-du- CVnaxduCi — CVnaxduC CVnaxdu CVnaxduwa
3/n CV-na—ga-((()-) CVnaxCi  CVnaxCa CVngaC CVnga CVngaa
s CVuna-eaxa- CUmkaCi CU:nkaCa CUmnkaC CUmka CU:nkaa
gax CVnkwaCi CVnkwaCa CVnkwaC CVnkwa CVnkwaa
CUmaxCi CUmaxCa CUmngaC  CUmnnga CU:ngaa
V-u-na-oa-(0- 5 g g
3in CV-u-na ga (0-) CVnaxwCi CVnaxwCa CVngwaC CVngwa CVngwaa
156 CV-00-na-ga-xa- CunkaCi CunkaCa CunkaC Cunka Cunkaa
3/n CV-oo—na—ga—((Z)—) CunaxCi ~ CunaxCa CungaC Cunga Cungaa
3/n  CV-w-na-ga-(@-) CunaxCi CunaxCa CungaC  Cunga  Cungaa

Table 34: Northern prefix contractions with +5 na-conjugation and ga-mode. U: represents oo if Vis a, or length-

ened V otherwise.
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Prefixes Classifier shape

Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-
ga-ga-xa- kaakaCi kaakaCa kaakaC kaaka kaaka
éa-éa-tu- gaaxtuCi  gaaxtuCa  gaaxtooC  gaaxtoo  gaaxtuwa
éa-éa-i- éaagiCi éaagiCa éaageeC éaagee éaagiya
éa-éa-yi- éaa):cjiiCi éaa:):cjiiCa éaa):cj}iC éaa):cﬁ éaaicjieey
éa-éa-du— éaaxduCi — éaa)_iduC éaa)_(du éaa)_(duwa
éa—éa—@— éaa)_(Ci gaa)gCa éaagaC éaaga éaagaa
u-ga-ga-xa- kwaakaCi kwaakaCa kwaakaC  kwaaka  kwaakaa
u—éa-éa-@— gwaaxCi gwaa)_(Ca gwaagaC gwaaga  gwaagaa
CV-ga-gaxa-  CVkaakaCi CVkaakaCa CVkaakaC CVkaaka CVkaakaa
CV—éa—éa—tu— CVgaaxtuCi CVgaaxtuCa CVgaaxtooC CVgaaxtoo CVgaaxtuwa
CV—éa—éa—i— CVéaagiCi CVéaagiCa CVéaageeC CVéaagee CVéaagiya
CV-ga-ga-yi- CVgaaxyiCi CVgaaxyiCa CVgaaxyiC CVgaaxyi CVgaaxjeey
CV—éa—éa—du- CVéaa)_(duCi — CVgaaxduC CVéaa)_(du CVéaa)_(duwa
CV—éa—éa—(Z)- CVéan_(Ci CVgaaxCa CVéaagaC CVéaaga CV;:gaagaa
CV-u-ga-ga-xa- CU:kaakaCi CU:kaakaCa CU:kaakaC CU:kaaka CU:kaakaa
CV—u-éa-éa-(i)- CU:gaaxCi CU:gaaxCa CU:gaagaaC CU:gaaga CU:gaagaa
CV—oo_-ga_-ga-Xa- Cul_<21al_<aCi Culgzaal_(aCa Cul_<21al_<_aC Culgéal_(_a Cul_<_aal_<_aa
CV—oo-éa-éa-(Z)- CugaagaCi CugaagaCa CugaagaC Cugaaga Cugaagaa

Table 35: Northern prefix contractions with ga-conjugation and ga-mode. U: represents 0o if Vis a, or lengthened

V otherwise.
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Prefixes Classifier shape
Ci- Ca- C- 0- ya-

ga-ga-xa- gakaCi gakaCa gakaC gaka gakaa
ga—éa—tu— gaxtuCi  gaxtuCa  gaxtooC  gaxtoo  gaxtuwa
ga-éa-i— gagiCi gagiCa gageeC gagee gagiya
ga—éa—yi— ga):(ini ga):(j}iCa ga):cj}iC ga)icjii ga:;cyeey
ga-ga-du- gaxduCi — gaxduC  gaxdu  gaxduwa
ga—éa—(b— gaxCi gaxCa gagaC gaga gagaa

ga-u-ga-xa- gookaCi  gookaCa  gookaC gooka gookaa
ga-u-ga-0- gooxCi gooxCa — googa googaa

CV-ga-ga-xa- CVkkaCi CVkkaCa CVkkaC CVkka CVkkaa
CV—ga—éa—tu— CVgaxtuCi CVgaxtuCa CVgaxtooC CVgaxtoo CVgaxtuwa
CV—ga—éa—i— CVkgiCi  CVkgiCa CVkgeeC CVkgee CVkgiya
CV-ga-ga-ji- CVgaxyiCi CVgaxjiCa CVgaxjiC CVgaxji CVgaxjeey
CV—ga—éa—du— CVgaxduCi — CVgaxduC CVgaxdu CVgaxduwa
CV—ga—éa—(()— CVgaxCi  CVgaxCa CVkgaC  CVkga  CVkgaa

CV-ga-u-ga-xa- CVkwkaCi CVkwkaCa CVkwkaC CVkwka CVkwkaa
CV-ga-u-ga-f- CVgooxCi CVgooxCa CVkwgaC CVkwga CVkwgaa

Table 36: Northern prefix contractions with ga-conjugation and ga-mode.
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Preverb  Asp./Conj. I-Cpnt. Var Suff:

Mode
+7 +7 - +4 +1 -1 -3
DECLARATIVE MODES
imperfectives
-r active & -1 positional
realis 0- -1 -
irrealis u-0- -1 -h
-h active & -h repetitive
realis 0- -1 -h
irrealis u-0- -1 -h
-” active & -’ positional (open roots only)
realis 0- -1 -’
irrealis u-0- -1 -
-n active & -n positional
realis 0- -1 -n
irrealis u-0- -1 -n
-X active (-s’, -’ ,-t, -x’, -t’) & -X repetitive (-x, -ch, -k)
realis (pvB=) 0- -1 -X
irrealis (pvB=) u-g- -1 X
[+1]-...-k active & repetitive
realis 0- +1 -k
irrealis u-0- -1 -k
y00=[+1]-...-k active & repetitive
realis Yy00= 0- +1 -k
irrealis y00= u-g- -1 -k
progressive
realis PVB= na- -1 -n
irrealis PVB= u-na- -1 -n

Table 37: Non-stative imperfective (declarative) modes.

6.4.5. MODES

The modes are listed in tables 37 through 40 on page 104. The divisions into ‘declarative’, ‘deontic’, and ‘circum-
stantial’ are taken from Leer 1991 but are meant purely as organizational conveniences here. Each table gives a
mode on the left, then the affixes associated with the mode on the right. The symbol pvB= indicates a conjuga-
tion class—derived preverb as listed in table 21 on page 88. The symbol cNj- is the conjugation class prefix per
se. The I-Cpnt. column lists the I component of the classifier, either [+I] or [-1]. Column ‘Var gives the stem
variation suffix where appropriate, and ‘Suff’ lists the suffixes in slot —3 where they occur.

Table 37 documents the non-stative imperfectives, i.e. all those imperfectives that are not stative: actives,
positionals, repetitives, and the progressive. Modes with the same stem variation are lumped together due to
shared morphology, despite differing semantics. The -X stands for either one of the active suffixes in {-s’, -/’, -¢,
-x’, -t’} or one of the repetitive suffixes in {-x, -ch, -k}. Note that -k may occur as -kw unpredictably for some verb
themes. Both -X and -k supplant stem variation, but they cause similar suprasegmental change in the stem.
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Preverb  Asp./Conj. I-Cpnt. Var  Suff

Mode
+7 +7—+4 + -1 -3
DECLARATIVE MODES (cont'd)
imperfectives (cont'd)
-I stative
realis 0- +1 -
irrealis u-g- -1 -h
-y stative
realis 0- +1 -y
irrealis
closed root CVC u-g- -1 5
open root CV u-g- -1 -’
-n stative
realis 0- +1 -n
irrealis u-g- -1 -h
-h stative
realis /8 +1 -h
irrealis
closed root CVC u-g- -1 -h
open root CV u-g- -1 -’
stative with invariable root
realis 0- +1
irrealis u-g- -1
-h extensional stative
realis CNJ- +1 -h
irrealis U-CNJ- -1 -h
-J extensional stative
realis CNJ- +1 5
irrealis U-CNJ- -1 -’
-k multipositional stative
realis
closed root CVC CNJ- +1 -k
open root CV CNJ- +1 -kw-t
irrealis
closed root CVC U-CNJ- -1 -k
open root CV u-CNJ- -1 -kw-t

Table 38: Stative imperfective (declarative) modes.
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Mode Preverb  Asp./Conj. I-Cpnt.  Var  Suff
+17 +7 - 44 + -1 -3
DECLARATIVE MODES (cont'd)
perfectives
f-conjugation perfective
realis yu- ~u- +1 5y
irrealis
open root CV yu-~u- -1 -’
closed root CVC yu- ~u- -1 -h
na-, ga-, ga-conjugation perfective
realis yu- +1 -h
irrealis Jyu- -1 -h
realizational — always realis
realis CNJ- +1 -
habituals
f-conjugation habitual
closed root CVC u-g- -1 -h~- -ch
open root CV u-0- -1 5y -ch
na-, ga-, ga-conjugation habitual CNJ- -1 -ch
future
realis PVB= ga-w-ga- -1 -
irrealis PVB= ga—w—:ga— -1 -h
potential
closed root CVC
non-decessive u-CNJ-ga- +1 -h
decessive u—CN]—_ga— -1 -h
open root CV i
non-decessive u-CNJ-ga- +1 -h
decessive u-CNj—:ga- -1 -h
open root CV active (- themes _
non-decessive u-g-ga- +1 -y
decessive u—@—:ga— -1 -y

Table 39: Non-imperfective declarative modes.

22 January 2013

Table 38 documents the stative imperfectives, all those modes that are imperfectives occurring with stative

verb themes. Some have differing stem variation depending on the basic root shape — differing realization of e.g.
CVC + -h - CV:Cvs. CVC' + -h - CV:C is ignored here. Verb themes with invariable roots have no stem variation.

Table 39 lists all the ‘declarative’ modes that are not imperfectives. #-conjugation perfectives take either jiu-
or u- depending on the subject prefix. #-conjugation habituals may irregularly show -4 stem variation rather
than -ji. Potentials, imperatives, and hortatives of open roots may have -j stem variation rather than -4 if the

(active) theme is of the ¢-j subclass of #-conjugation.
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Preverb Asp./Conj. I-Cpnt. Var Suff

Mode
+7 +7 - +4 + -1 -3
DEONTIC MODES
imperatives — always realis
g-conjugation imperative
open root CV 0- -1 -h
open root CV active ¢-y g- -1 -y
closed CVC with pIr= DIR= 0- -1 -h
closed CVC otherwise 0- -1
na-, ga-, ga-conjugation imperative CNJ- -1 -h
hortative — always realis CNJ-ga- -1 -h  (-ée)
open root CV active ¢-j themes CNJ-ga- -1 5 (-ée)
admonitive — always irrealis u-CNJ- -1 -
CIRCUMSTANTIAL MODES
consecutive CNJ- -1 -
conditional CNJ- -1 -n -ée
contingent CNJ-ga- -1 -n  -in

Table 40: Deontic and circumstantial (non-declarative) modes.

Table 40 lists the ‘deontic’ and ‘circumstantial’ modes. #-conjugation imperatives depend on root shape, -y
subclass, and use of a directional preverb DIR=. Hortatives are also sensitive to the ¢-j subclass. All hortatives
may optionally take the subordinate suffix -ée, thus forming a subordinate clause despite being in a matrix clause
context. Conditionals were analyzed by Leer (1991) as having a suffix -née but this is better analyzed as -n stem
variation with the subordinate suffix -ée, and indeed conditionals only occur as subordinate clauses (the ‘if ...’
of an ‘if ... then ...” pair). Since -n normally produces CVC and CV: stems, the subordinate suffix is usually low.

6.4.6. MOTION DERIVATION

Tables 41 through 43 list the documented motion derivations that are applied to motion themes to produce
conjugable forms. Tables 41 on page 105 and 42 on page 106 document the motion derivations that produce 0-
conjugation class themes. Table 43 on page 107 documents the motion derivations producing themes in the other
three conjugation classes. The motion derivations are grouped by the kind of repetitive imperfective that they
provide. Thus all the #-conjugation motion derivations that produce a theme with a -ch repetitive imperfective
are listed together regardless of other morphology or semantics.

The ‘Cls. column in each table gives the conjugation class. The ‘Derivation’ column shows the derivational
morphology associated with the motion derivation, mostly comprising preverbs but also adjunct PPs, thematic
object prefixes, incorporated nouns (mostly ja- ‘vertical surface’ vSFc and sha- ‘head’), the derivational irrealis
00-, and in the case of revertive motion also the middle voice indicator [+D] in the classifier.

Although these tables aspire to exhaustivity, there are probably many attested but undocumented motion
derivations that do not occur in these tables. Please report undocumented examples.
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Cls.

Derivation

Meaning

with -4 repetitive imperfective

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

N-{t,x,dé}
jyan= ~ jax= ~ jdnde=
N-x’jan=~...
N-ndx yan=~...
yan=~... + k'i-
jan=~... + sha-
kux= ~ kuxx= ~ kiixde=
neil(t)= ~ neilx= ~ neildé=
N-x’ neil(t)=~...
haat= ~ haax= ~ haa(n)dé=
yoo-{tx,de}=

with -ch repetitive imperfective

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

kei=
ux=kei=
N-x"é-x’ kei=
yei=
yeeks~yeiky~eehkr=
héeni=yeek=...
daak=
ddagi=daak=
kwdakx=daak=

daak=
kux= ~ kiixde= [ +D]-
N-x’ kux=[+D]-

arriving at N, coming to N

moving ashore, to rest, completing
coming to rest at N

moving across N, to other side of N
setting up, erecting

setting up, leaning against

moving aground, into shallow water
moving inside, coming home
moving inside house at N

coming here

going away, going off somewhere

moving up

moving out of control, blindly, amiss
catching up with N

disembark, exit boat or other vehicle
moving down to shore

moving down into water

moving up from shore, back from open

moving further up from shore
doing by mistake, wrongly

seaward, out into open, falling from sky

reverting, returning
reverting, returning to N

Table 41: Some #-conjugation class (telic) derivation strings for motion themes.
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Cls.

Derivation

Meaning

with -x repetitive imperfective

[SERSSERSSIRCSER S IR EE SSER SSERCS B SSER IR SS B oS

N-x’
N-jd-’
N gunayad-’
N jishd-’
gagi=
ddagi=
héeni=
gunayéi~gunéi=
Nx
N-x’ yax=
d-’=jax=
shi-"=yax=
yetx~yedaxr=

coming near N

coming up to N

separating from N

getting ahead of N

emerging, coming out into open
coming out of water

going into water

beginning

moving in place at N, while stuck at N
turning over by N

turning over

turning over end by end
starting, taking off, picking up

with yoo=[+I]-...-k repetitive imperfective

0
0

y00~y00ht=
jyan=yoo~yoohr=

moving back and forth, to and fro
moving up and down (from surface)

with ya-oo-~jaa= and -ch repetitive imperfective

[SERSSER SIS IR IR SIS IR SSRGS

N-x ya-oo- ~ jaa=
N daa-x ...

N-dé ja-oo- ~ jaa=
hé-dé ...

N-dax ya-oo- ~ jaa=
N jikaa-dax ...

N-ndx ya-oo- ~ jaa=

N-x’ya-oo0- ~ yaa=
N daséi-x’ ...

moving obliquely, circuitously along N
circling around N

moving obliquely, circuitously toward N
moving over that way, aside, out of the way
moving obliquely, circuitously away from N
getting out of N's way

moving obliquely, circuitously along N
moving obliquely, circuitously at N
exchanging places with N

with N-x sha-ja-oo- and -ch repetitive imperfective

0
0

N-x sha-ja-oo-
yax=sha-ja-oo-

hanging up at N
hanging up

with a-ja-oo-[+D]- and -x repetitive imperfective

0

a-ja-oo-[+D]-

reverting, turning back

Table 42: More #-conjugation class (telic) derivation strings for motion themes.
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Cls. Derivation Meaning

with yoo=[+I]-...-k repetitive imperfective

na — moving along, lateral, horizontal
na N-x moving along N

na N-dé moving toward N

na N-ddx moving away from N

na N-ndx moving by way of, through N

na yux= moving out of house

na N-x’yux= moving out of house at N

without imperfective
na N-t moving around N
na Nda moving around

with -ch repetitive imperfective

ga — falling (intransitive uncontrolled themes), downward
ga jaa= moving down

éa yaax= embarking, getting into boat, vehicle

éa yanax= moving down into ground

éa N-x moving down along N

éa héen-x= moving into water

éa kdx sha- falling over, prone

éa N-ndx moving down by way of, through N

with -ch repetitive imperfective
ga — starting off, picking up, upward
ga N-dax starting off or picking up from N

Table 43: na-, ga- & ga-conjugation class derivation strings for motion themes.
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Epimode Clause type

Mode
Decessive  Prohib.-Opt.  Subord.  Relative

Declarative modes

imperfectives + + + +
perfectives + + + +
future + - + +
potential + - - +
habitual® + - * +
realizational - - - -
Deontic modes

imperative® - - - -
hortative* - - * -
admonitive - - - -
Circumstantial modes

consecutive - - (+) -
conditional - - + -
contingent - - (?) -

Composite modes with auxiliaries

imperfective habitual - - + +
imperfective consecutive - - - -
imperfective conditional - - - -
imperfective contingent - - - -
future habitual + - + +
future consecutive - - - -
future conditional - - - -
future contingent - - - -

Table 44: Combinations of modes with epimode and clause type suffixes.

6.4.7. EPIMODE AND AUXILIARIES

Table 44 lists all the modes and composite modes (those constructed with auxiliaries) versus which epimode and
clause type can be combined with them. It is as yet unclear if both epimode and clause type can be applied to
the same form, so these may or may not be mutually exclusive. The symbol + indicates that the particular mode
can host the epimode or clause type of that column but need not, i.e. the epimode or clause type is optional. The
symbol - indicates that the particular mode cannot host the epimode or clause type. The symbol + indicates
that the particular mode always hosts the epimode or clause type; when parenthesized this means that the mode
does in fact host it, but there is no surface morphology, and a parenthesized question mark means that the same
may apply but it is unclear. I do not remember why the asterisks appear.

As an example, a verb in the potential mode may optionally be marked with the decessive suffix -éen -eehny
and concomitant [-1] in the classifier. A potential mode verb can also be in a relative clause, thus marked for
relativization with the relative clause suffix -i. It is known that potential mode verbs can be both relative and
decessive, in which case they have [-1] and -i (vs. normal relative [+1] and -i) but lack -éen. Similar combinations

108



James A. Crippen Tlingitology seminar 1-11 May summary 22 January 2013

Form Gloss Definition Auxiliary Affixes

neechsg;
noochgy
nukchg

noohchr

HAB.AUX habitual -ch

neejéengg;
noogjéengy  DEC.HAB.AUX decessive habitual -ch-een
noohjeeny

néG/{WSR]
ndoky CSEC.AUX consecutive
neekwr

nikwneegg;
nitkneegy ~ COND.AUX conditional -n-ee
nukneeh

ganikwsg
anigun; contingent ,
g g , CTNG.AUX g ga-...-n-in
ganuguny <

?ganikwT

Table 45: Verb auxiliaries (-7).

of epimode and clause type for other modes have yet to be explored. Potential mode verbs cannot under any
circumstances be marked for prohibitive-optative epimode nor for subordination.

The hortative mode includes the subordinate suffix -ée optionally. It may be the case that hortatives are
always subordinate, but this is unexplored. The conditional mode is always a subordinate clause, and always
occurs with subordinate -ée. The consecutive is always a subordinate clause but lacks -ée, hence the parentheses.
The same maybe true for the contingent, but this is unexplored. Leer (1991) listed only the imperfective habitual
and future habitual composite modes as being subordinable, but since the other three noncomposite forms are
probably subordinate, his claims should be revisited.

Table 45 lists the verb auxiliaries that occur in slot —7. These are the auxiliaries that produce the composite
modes in combination with imperfective or future mode marking. The forms vary widely by dialect and hence
are listed individually. The affixes that occur within the auxiliaries are given in the last column, but these should
be thought of as illustrative and not necessarily present as independent elements.

6.4.8. DERIVATION

Table 46 on page 110 lists the known derivational suffixes of roots. When one of these suffixes is applied to a root
the root becomes invariable. Some suffixes are unique, only occurring with a single root, but are analyzed out
in parallel with the more regular derivational suffixes.

Tables 47 through 49 list roots in Story & Naish 1973 and elsewhere that have derivational suffixes. The page
number is in column ‘Pg., where ‘S66:xx’ means a page number in Story 1966, with the root not occurring in Story
& Naish 1973. Probable base roots are listed in the ‘Root’ column and are given as found in Story & Naish 1973.
Noun bases have a subscript n.
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Suffix ~ Name Gloss  Meaning
-dn restorative  REST  restore previous state
-xaa amissive MIss  miss the target of action

-akw deprivative

-aa play

-jaa radiative ?
-shdn  intensive ?
-k excessive ?

-l property

-k ?

-nds
-nds’
-at’

NN N N N N N

DEPRV remove, deprive, lacking

PLAY  playing, pretending

RAD give off something? (<? -ch + -aa)
INTNS  intensifies meaning? (<? -dn)
EXCES  too much?

PpTY  have, have the property of
UNK unknown
UNK unknown
UNK unknown
UNK unknown

UNK unknown
UNK unknown
UNK unknown
UNK unknown

Table 46: Derivational suffixes (-2).

Sfx. Stem Pg. Root  Stem meaning
haandn 274 haan (sg.) restore confidence by reelection
naagdn 284 naak (pl.)restore confidence by reelection
_dn taandn 292 taan reconsider; reset bone/joint
xeexdn 325 xeex be restored to normality; become normal
xeendn 338 xeen getback into joint by itself
nxaa 270 .oon  miss target when shooting
tdchxaa 296 taach miss target when slapping
dzéixaa 296 dzoo miss target when throwing round object
-xaa shdtxaa 309 shaat miss target when grabbing something
gwdlxaa 319 gwaal miss target when punching with fist
k'ishxaa 337 k'eesh miss target when hitting with stick
xichxaa 341 xeech miss target when hitting with stick

Table 47: Some verbs with —2 derivational suffixes in Naish & Story 1973.
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Sfx. Stem Pg. Root Stem meaning
.eiyakw 265  .eik? have a useless/injured limb
noox’akw 283  ndox’,  remove shell, esp. from gumboots
ch’éeyikw 306  chee? beslow

-dkw tléilakw 31 tleil, remove milt from fish

geiydkw 332 geiy scoop out, esp. from clamshell
_gcaayci[cw 340 _gcaaw shed hair, esp. of animal in spring
xoondkw S66:56 xoon?  drowning ?
séewch’dkw S66:56 seew, tasteless, rain-flavoured
héixwaa 271 heexw  make magic, perform positive rites
wéinaa 278  woo, powder face; have face powdered
tdax’aa 296  taax’  play with marbles
t'djaa 296  taach  play at swimming
ts’igwaa 299 tseek  be adelicate issue, require diplomacy

-aa ts’l(s)x(w)aa 300 sneeze (onomatopoetic?)
ch’éitaa 306  ch'eet’? play with ball, esp. basketball
dlénxaa 310  dlaan? tempt, try out, test
kits'aa 321 keets’  play onseesaw
k’éinaa 322 Kk'ein play at jumping or twirling around
goolaa S66:55 gool’ wink
sayjaa 301 saay give off lots of heat; be sweaty

-jaa gixjaa 334 geex’  creak, squeak; play bowed instrument
Sc’éeljaa S66:55 xeel’? groan
.daxch'dn 270  .aax be fascinating to listen to (-ch-sh...?)

shin tées’shan 289  tees’ be fascinating to watch; be fascinated
xéetl'shan 338  xeetl’  be dangerous
x'wdal’shan 342  x'waas;? be soft like down; (neg.) lack softness
xwds’k 330  xus’,? benumb, circulation cut off
yat’kx’ S66:59 yaat’  belong (pl.)
= tsinkx’ S66:59 tseen  be expensive (pl.)

ydshk S66:59 yaach’? be scarce

22 January 2013

Table 48: More verbs with —2 derivational suffixes in Naish & Story 1973. x,, noun.
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Sfx. Stem Pg. Root Stem meaning

leedi S66:54 [eet, have a tail or handle
Jjini S66:54 jin, have arms or sleeves

-{ x’oo0s{ x'o0s,  have feet or legs
saayi 301 saa, have an important name
koodzi 320  koot/?  be amazing, awesome
tleilk’t 310 make string figures
s'6oshkw 303 pinch with fingers and thumb
tlekwk 311 tleikw ?  be greedy, eat fast, eat like a pig

-k tlunkw 312 tloon  murmur, grumble (< REP)
xwdchk 328  xwaach be paralyzed by sickness
kdchk 336 kaach  be lame, limp

{(d)oh geigach’ 332 geik; swing
séewch’dkw S66:56 seew, tasteless, rain-flavoured
-dl’ néegwdl’ 280 paint; make jam, preserve fruit
gakw seigdakw 300  saa, regain breath, get one’s wind back
-nds ,{cée_nds 334 kel in-law property exchange
-nds’ xaands’ 334 xaa, travel by raft
-at’ tléekat’ 311 tleen ?  thread stick through to stiffen
-x ch'dch’x 307  ch’aach’ be spotted (inanimate) (< REP)

Table 49: Even more verbs with —2 derivational suffixes in Naish & Story 1973. x,, noun.
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