Hintak.adi (Marine Animals)

At Gutu.adi (Land Animals)
At KaWdIIYé eJI.ét (Flying Animals)
Kayaani (Plants)

Tlingit people have a special relationship with the ocean, land, and sky. The shore is embedded in the
grammar of Tlingit people, and the second phase of the great clan migrations took place across the waters.
In many of our stories of migration and the development of crest systems in Tlingit contain elements
of communications with the natural world. In the Tlingit worldview, all things have a spirit and can
understand the Tlingit language. In times of incredible stress, sometimes animals will communicate in
the Tlingit language, which has developed in Southeast Alaska over the past 15,000 years. There are many
misconceptions about Tlingit people. It is important to know that what you are saying is accurate, true, and
positive when talking about Tlingit people, because you are on Lingit Aani (Tlingit Land). Stories, songs, and
crests should never be used without permission. The answers to many questions about who Tlingit people
are and what our art represent deserve complex discussions about how our cultures and languages function.
Gunalchéesh — Thank you.
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