
Tlingit Adjectives & Adverbs

Adjectives 

aakʼé–  (adjective) good; well |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun it modifies |  aa-√kʼé →  one(s)-
(part.O).√good/fine •  (JC)  

aatlein–  (adjective) much; lots of |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  (KE, JC)  

chʼáagu–  (adjective) old; ancient |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  (KE, JC)  

dudlitáawchʼán  (adjective) tempting to steal |  du-dli-√táaw-chʼán →  someone-(4h.S).cl-(+d,l,+i).√steal.[adjective] •  (JL)  

dudli.óowchʼán  (adjective) sold easily |  du-dli-√.óow-chʼán →  someone-(4h.S).cl-(+d,l,+i).√buy.[adjective] •  (JL)  

guwáatlʼ  (verbal adjective) too short |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  ga-u-∅-√ÿáatlʼ →  ga-con.irr.cl-(–d,∅,–i).√short  |  (KE)  | variants: kuwáachʼ– 

kalisʼéexʼu  (verbal adjective) sticky |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  ka-li-√sʼéexʼw-u →  hsf.cl-(–d,l,+i).√stick-to.[relational] •  (JL)  

kalisʼooxú  (verbal adjective) soured |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  ka-li-√sʼooxw-ú →  hsf.cl-(–d,l,+i).√to-sour.[relational] •  (JL)  

kalitsʼígwaa  (verbal adjective) delicate matter; sensitive subject |  used to describe things that must be spoken about 
carefully so as to not violate cultural laws, esepcially in regards to clan matters or activities that are dangerous or 
forbidden •  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |  (JL)  

kalixéelʼi  (verbal adjective) troublesome; worrisome |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the 
noun that it affects |  ka-li-√xéelʼ-i →  hsf.cl-(–d,l,+i).√trouble.[relational]  

kali.óosʼshán  (adjective) its surface washes easily |  ka-li-√.óosʼ-shán →  hsf.cl-(–d,l,+i).√wash.[adjective] •  (JL)  

kasiyéiyi  (verbal adjective) strange |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  ka-si-√yéi-yi →  hsf.cl-(–d,s,+i).√strange.[relational] •  (JL)  

–kasʼeex  (adjective) aged (of food); fermented (of food); rotten |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the 
noun it modifies |  ka-√sʼeex →  hsf.√aged/rotten •  (JL)  

kasʼúkx̱u  (verbal adjective) fried; toasted |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  ka-∅-√sʼúk-x̱-u →  hsf.cl-(–d,∅,–i).√fry-crisp.[repetitive].[relational]  

kindaatóog̱in–  (adjective) upside down |  "butt up" |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  kin-daa-tóoḵ-een →  upwards.around.butt.with •  (CM)  

kudikélʼkw  (verbal adjective) easy to untie |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that 
it affects |  ka-ÿu-di-√kélʼ-kw →  hsf.pfv.cl-(+d,∅,+i).√take-apart.[repetitive] •  (JL)  

kulitéesʼshán  (adjective) interesting to watch; stare: interesting to stare at |  ka-wu-li-√téesʼ-shán →  hsf.pfv.cl-(–d,l,
+i).√stare.[adjective] •  (JL)  

kulix̱éitlʼshan  (verbal adjective) dangerous |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun 
that it affects |  ka-ÿu-li-√x̱éitlʼ-shan →  hsf.pfv.cl-(–d,l,+i).√afraid.[adjective]  •  (KE) 

kusakaak  (verbal adjective) thick |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects 
|  ka-u-sa-√kaak →  comparative.irr.cl-(–d,s,–i).√thick •  (KE)  

kutlá  (verbal adjective) stout |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |  ka-
u-√tlá →  comparitive.irr.√stout •  (KE)  

kuwáachʼ  (verbal adjective) too short |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  ga-u-∅-√ÿáachʼ →  ga-con.irr.cl-(–d,∅,–i).√short •  (KE)  |  variants: guwáatlʼ 
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kuwáatʼ  (verbal adjective) long |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |  
ka-u-√ÿáatʼ →  comparative.irr.√long •  (KE)  

–kʼátskʼu  (adjective) ⑴ adolescent ||  ⑵ smaller |  a smaller than usual version of a noun •  postnominal adjective: appears 
immediately after the noun it modifies |  (JC)  |  variants: –kʼwátskʼu 

–kʼwátʼ 1  (adjective) round; egg-shaped |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects •  often 
used to describe a spherical or round shape, which likely is related to the yoke of an egg |  (JC, MH)  

–kʼwátskʼu  (adjective) ⑴ adolescent ||  ⑵ smaller |  a smaller than usual version of a noun •  postnominal adjective: 
appears immediately after the noun it modifies  |  (JC)  | variants: –kʼátskʼu 

ḵaa–  (adjective) male |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  (JC)  

ḵulitéesʼshan  (adjective) interesting to watch |  ḵu-li-√téesʼ-shan →  areal.cl-(–d,l,+i).√stare/look steadily.[adjective] •  (JL)  

ḵustín–  (adjective) giant; monstrous |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  ḵu-s-√tí-
in →  areal.cl-(+d,s,–i).√be.[decessive] •  (JC)  

ḵútx̱  (adjective) too much; excessive |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  ḵu-dáx̱ →  
areal.from |  (KE)  |  variants: ḵúdáx̱ 

ḵóo lidóolʼshán  (adjective) gives men erections |  ḵáa-ee + li-√dóolʼ-shán →  someoneʼs-(4h.p)-[empty base] + cl-(–d,l,
+i).√get-erection.[adjective] •  (JL)  

–ḵʼáatlʼ  (adjective) thin and flat |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |  (JC)  

–létlʼk  (adjective) soft (of a solid mass); pliable |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |  
(JL, KE, JC)  

lichʼéix̱ʼu  (verbal adjective) dirty; filthy |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  li-√chʼéix̱ʼw-u →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√dirt.[relational] •  (JL)  

linéisʼchʼán  (adjective) easily greased; rubs easily (like applying lotion) |  li-√néisʼ-chʼán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√grease/rub/apply-
lotion.[ajdective] •  (JL)  

linéitlchʼán  (adjective) gets fat easily |  li-√néitl-chʼán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√get-fat.[adjective] •  (JL)  

lingít–  (adjective) Tlingit; traditional |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects 

lisʼaag̱í  (verbal adjective) boney |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |  
li-√sʼaaḵ-í →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√bone.[relational] •  (JL)  

lishoog̱u  (verbal adjective) funny; comical; laughable |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the 
noun that it affects |  li-√shooḵ-u →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√laugh/smile.[relational] •  (JL)  

litʼáaychʼán  (adjective) quick/easy to heat up |  li-√tʼáa(y)-chʼán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√hot/warm.[adjective]  • (JL) 

litʼoojí  (verbal adjective) stings (like nettles or thorns); smarts (with sharp pain or discomfort) |  verbal adjectives are 
prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |  li-√tʼooch-í →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√stings/smarts.[relational] 
•  (JL)  

liwáalʼshán  (adjective) breaks easily |  li-√wáalʼ-shán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√break-(generally).[adjective] • (JL)  |  variants: 
liwáalʼsháni  

liwáaschʼán  (adjective) nice to roast |  li-√wáas-chʼán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√roast/scorch-(by fire).[adjective] •  (JL)  

liyóox̱ʼshán  (adjective) nice to soak (in water) |  li-√yóox̱ʼ-shán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√become-soaked.[adjective] •  (JL)  

li.óosʼshán  (adjective) washes easily |  li-√.óosʼ-shán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√wash.[adjective] •  (JL)  

li.óoshchʼán  (adjective)  sulks easily |  li-√.óosh-chʼán →  cl-(–d,l,+i).√sulk • (JL)  |  variants: li.óoshshán 
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–sákw  (adjective) future; to be; for |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |  (JC, KE)  

sh kahaadí–  (verbal adjective) crazy; insane; disturbed; mentally unbalanced |  verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing 
immediately before the noun that it affects |  sh + ka-∅-√haat-í →  self-(rflx.O) + hsf.cl-(–d,∅,–i).√(?).[relational] •  (KE)  

–shaan  (adjective) old; elderly |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  (KE, JC)  

–shísʼḵ  (adjective) raw (flesh); green (wood) |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |  
(JC) 

sheech–  (adjective) female |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  (KE, JC)  | 
variants: shich–  

shóogu–  (adjective) first; initial |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  (JC)  

tatgéiyi–  (adjective) yesterday: of yesterday |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  
tatgé-yi →  yesterday.[relational] • (JC) 

té–  (noun) (adjective) stone: made of stone; rock: made of rock |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the 
noun that it affects |  (JC)  

−téitlʼ  (adjective) fat (of animal) |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  (JC)  

–tooch  (adjective) fresh (of fish) |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  (JC)  

–tʼéexʼ  (adjective) hard (substance) |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  (JC)  

tlagu–  (adjective) ⑴ ancient ||  ⑵ forever |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  
(JC)  |  variants: tlaguwu– 

–tlénxʼ  (adjective) large (plural); big (plural) |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |  
(JC)  

–tlein  (adjective) large; big |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |  (JC)  

tlʼeitáḵw–  (adjective) pure |  "removed trashiness" |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it 
affects |  √tlʼeit-áḵw →  √trashy/dirty.[deprivative] •  (JC)  

–uwaa  (adjective) similar; looks like; fake |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  ú-√yaa 
→  irr.√resemble •  (JC)  

–xook  (adjective) dry; dried |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  (JC)  

xʼéig̱aa–  (adjective) ⑴ truly; true ||  ⑵ really |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects 

x̱ʼalinóokcháni  (adjective) looks delicious |  x̱ʼa-li-√nóok-chán-i →  mouth.cl-(–d,l,+i).√feel/taste.[?].[relational] •  (GD)  |  
variants: x̱ʼalinéekwcháni 

x̱ʼalishoog̱u  (verbal adjective) funny (of speech); comical (of speech); laughable (of speech) |  verbal adjectives are 
prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |  x̱ʼa-li-√shooḵ-u →  mouth.cl-(–d,l,+i).√laugh/smile.
[relational] •  (RD)  

yalináaḵwchʼán  (adjective) good for bait |  ya-li-√náaḵw-chʼán →  vsf.cl-(–d,l,+i).√octopus/bait.[adjective] •  (JL)  

–yádi (adjective) small; little; childlike |  a very small version of a noun •  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after 
the noun it modifies |  (JC)  

yaadachóon–  (adjective) straight; directly; plainly; honestly |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun 
that it affects |  (KE) 

–yéisʼ  (adjective) dark; dusky; discolored; immature |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies 
|  (JC)  
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yées–  (adjective) new; young |  prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |  (JC)  

–yéeyi  (adjective) past; former; ex- |  postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies |  (JC) 

Adverbs 

chʼa g̱ég̱aa  (adverb) in vain; for nothing; without success |  "the one that just swings back" |  chʼa + √g̱éḵ.aa →  just 
√swing.one(s)-(part.i) •  (JM, KE)  

chʼa g̱óot yéide  (adverb) going in different directions; differently |  chʼa + g̱óo-t + yé-de →  just + different.at-(arrived) + 
way/manner.towards •  (SaJ)  

chʼa koogéiyi  (adverb) any old way (carelessly); however (thoughtlessly); carelessly |  (KE) •  chʼa + ka-ÿu-ÿa-√géi-yi →  just + 
hsf.pfv.cl-(–d,∅,+i).√against/oppossing.[relational]  

chʼa neechx̱  (adverb) for nothing; in vain; without success |  "just along the beach" |  chʼa + neech-x̱ →  just + beach.along/at-
(repeatedly) •  (SE)  

chʼa yákʼw  (adverb) suddenly; immediately; right away |  (KE)  |  variants: chʼa yáakʼw, chʼa yóokʼ  

chʼáakw  (adverb) ⑴ long ago; back then; in the old days |  (KE)  ||  ⑵ time: for a long time  |  variants: chʼákw 

de x̱waa  (adverb) finally |  dei x̱waa kut wudiḵeen →  finally he flew away (BC)  

dlinkwát  (adverb) carefully |  (JC, JL)  |  variants: dleewkát 

dziyáagin  (adverb) after a while; later on |  (KE)  

dziyáak  (adverb) a while ago; earlier |  (KE)  

gedéin  (adverb) greatly |  √gei-déin →  big/plentiful.[adverb] •  (JL)  |  variants: gidéin 

g̱aa  (adverb) sufficient; enough; acceptable; pleasant |  (JC, KE) •  g̱aa yatee →  itʼs pleasing; itʼs acceptable •  –tóog̱aa →  
pleasing to –; enough for –  

g̱unayáade  (adverb) differently |  g̱una-ÿáa-de →  different.area.towards •  (KE)  |  variants: g̱unayéide, g̱uwanyáade (An), 
g̱unáade (C) 

g̱unéi  (adverb) beginning (to); starting (to) |  (KE)  |  variants: g̱unayéi 

eeshandéin  (adverb) poorly; suffering: while suffering |  eesháan-déin →  pitiful/poor-thing.[adverb]  

kaldaag̱éináx̱  (adverb) slowly |  ka-l-√daa-g̱éi-náx̱ →  hsf.cl-(+d,l,–i).√around/about.?.through/along •  (JL, JC, KE)  

kasiyeyidéin  (adverb) strangely |  ka-si-√yéi-yi-déin →  hsf.cl-(–d,s,+i).√strange.[relational].[adverb] •  (JL)  

katéx̱ʼdéin  (adverb) crookedly |  ka-∅-√téx̱ʼ-déin →  hsf.cl-(–d,∅,–i).√twist.[adverb] •  (JL)  

–kayís  (adverb) for – (often a day, week, a dish, event) |  often used in a verbal phrase to specify what the verb is being done 
for, which would be the noun that preceeds «–kayís» |  ká-yís →  on.for-(benefit)  

kaagéináx̱  (adverb) quietly; silently |  √kʼátlʼ-k-i-náx̱ →  √silent.[repetitive].[peg vowel].through/via •  (JC, JL)  |  variants: 
kʼátlʼgeenáx̱ 

kudzidéin  (adverb) amazingly; wonderfully; tremendously |  √koodzi-déin →  √amazing/wonderful/tremendous.[adverb] •  
(IdC, PK)  

kʼátlʼgeenáx̱  (adverb) quietly; silently |  √kʼátlʼ-k-i-náx̱ →  √silent.[repetitive].[peg vowel].through/via •  (JL)  |  variants: 
kaagéináx̱ 

kʼidéin  (adverb) well; carefully |  √ʼkʼéi-déin →  √good/fine.[adverb] •  (KE)  
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ḵaaḵwx̱dagán  (adverb) accidentally (wrong); wrongly by accident |  ḵaaḵwx̱-dagán →  wrong.[?] •  (JL)  |  variants: 
ḵaaḵwx̱daagán (T) 

ḵaaḵwx̱daagané  (adverb) accident; mistake: unfortunate mistake; mishap: unfortuate mishap |  ḵaaḵwx̱-dagán-é →  
wrong.[?] •  (JL)  |  variants: ḵaaḵwx̱daganée (T) 

ḵushtuyáx̱  (adverb) doesnʼt matter  |  it doesnʼt matter |  (JC)  

ḵux̱ dakʼóolʼeen  (adverb) backwards |  "backing with the tailbone" |  ḵux̱ + da-√kʼóolʼ-een →  [return/revert] + cl-(+d,∅,–
i).√tailbone.with  |  (KE)  |  variants: ḵux̱ dakʼóolʼin 

ḵúdáx̱  (adverb) too much; excessive |  ḵu-dáx̱ →  areal.from  |  variants: ḵútx̱ 

ḵúnáx̱  (adverb) very; actually |  ḵú-náx̱ →  areal.through/via  

l uldzéedéin  (adverb) easily |  l + u-l-√dzée-déin →  not + irr.cl-(–d,l,–i).√hard/difficult.[adverb] •  (GD)  

l ushkʼedéin  (adverb) with evil intention; badly (behavior) |  l + u-sh-√kʼé-déin →  not + irr.cl-(–d,sh,–i).√good/fine.
[adjective] •  (JM, GD)  

lagaawdéin  (adverb) loudly |  la-√gaaw-déin →  cl-(–d,l,–i).√loud-[adverb] •  (GD) 

néekwdéin  (adverb) painfully; sickly; ill will: with ill will |  √néekw-déin →  sick/hurt.[adverb] •  (GD)  

shuxʼáanáx̱  (adverb) first: (at) first; originally |  "through the end of point" |  (KE)  |  variants: shuxʼwáanáx̱  

shóogunáx̱  (adverb) originally; in the beginning; (at) first |  shóogu-náx̱ →  first.through/via •  (KE)  

tʼéexʼdéin  (adverb) difficulty; strenuously |  √tʼeexʼ-déin →  √frozen/difficult.[adverb] •  (GD) 

tlax̱  (adverb) very |  appears in front of the verb or phrase it is modifying |  (KE)  

tláakw  (adverb) fast |  when combined with certain verbs like «yoo x̱ʼayatánk» (s/he is speaking), can be interpreted as 
"angrily" or "hastily" 

tleiyeekaadé  (adverb) one kind; one type; one way; one direction |  tlei-yee-ká-dé →  one.below.on.towards •  (KE)  

tlʼag̱áa  (adverb) enough; adequate; lots |  tlʼa-g̱áa →  ?-adequate •  (KE, JL)  

wáang̱aneens  (adverb) sometimes; once in a while; occasionally |  this is a contingent verb mode (ʼwheneverʼ) that has 
been compressed over time to act more like a particle |  wáa-na-g̱a-∅-√née-n-sá →  how.[na-con-pre].[g̱a-mode].cl-(–
d,∅,–i).√do/work-on.[stem-variation].voice/name •  (MH, JC)  

woosh dakádin  (adverb) different directions; facing opposite directions; opposite directions |  woosh + daaká-t-yeen →  
together + around-outside.on.at-(arrived).facing •  (KE)  

woosh dakán  (adverb) facing away from each other |  woosh + daaká-n →  together + around-outside.with •  (WM)  

woosh dayeen  (adverb) facing each other |  woosh + daa-yeen →  together + around.facing  

woosh g̱unayáade  (adverb) differently |  "different from one another" |  woosh + g̱u-nayáa-de →  together + 
different.area.towards  

xʼáandéin  (adverb) angrily |  √xʼaan-déin →  √angry-[adverb] •  (MD)  

yéi  (adverb) thus; specifically • variants: yóo 

yeedát  (adverb) now • variants: yeedét (C) 

— 

Sources:  IdC (Ida Calmegane), BC (Bessie Cooley), JC (James Crippen), GD (George Davis), NR (Nora & Richard 
Dauenhauer), MD (Marge Dutson), KE (Keri Eggleston), SE (Selina Everson), MH (Marsha Hotch), (SaJ) Sam 
Johnston, PK (Pearl Keenan), JL (Jeff Leer), WM (Willie Marks), CM (Carolyn Martin), JM (John Martin)
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