Tlingit Adjectives & Adverbs

Adjectives

aak’é— (adjective) good; well | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun it modifies | aa-Vk’é > one(s)-

(part.0).Vgood/fine - (JC)
aatlein— (adjective) much; lots of | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | (KE, JC)
ch’aagu— (adjective) old; ancient | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | (KE, JC)
dudlitdawch’an (adjective) tempting to steal | du-dli-Vtdaw-ch’dn -~ someone-(4h.S).cl-(+d 1, +i).Vsteal.[adjective] - (JL)
dudli.6owch’an (adjective) sold easily | du-dli-V.6ow-ch’dn - someone-(4h.S).cl-(+dL,+i).vbuy.[adjective] - (JL)

guwaatl’ (verbal adjective) too short | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
affects | ga-u-@-Vydatl’» ga-con.irr.cl-(~d,@,~i).Vshort | (KE) | variants: kuwaach’'—

kalis’éex’u (verbal adjective) sticky | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
affects | ka-li-Vs’éex'w-u — hsf.cl-(-d,1+i).Vstick-to.[relational] - (JL)

kalis’ooxt (verbal adjective) soured | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
affects | ka-li-Vs'ooxw-1i » hsf.cl-(~d,],+i).Vto-sour.[relational] - (JL)

kalits'igwaa (verbal adjective) delicate matter; sensitive subject | used to describe things that must be spoken about
carefully so as to not violate cultural laws, esepcially in regards to clan matters or activities that are dangerous or
forbidden « verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects | (JL)

kalixéel'i (verbal adjective) troublesome; worrisome | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the
noun that it affects | ka-li-Nxéel-i hsf.cl—(—d,1,+i).\/trouble.[relational]

kali.0os’shan (adjective) its surface washes easily | ka-li-V.6os™shdn - hsf.cl-(-d 1 +i).vwash.[adjective] - (JL)

kasiyéiyi (verbal adjective) strange | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
affects | ka-si-vyéiyi - hsf.cl-(~d,s,+i).Vstrange.[relational] - (JL)

—kas’eex (adjective) aged (of food); fermented (of food); rotten | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the
noun it modifies | ka-vs’eex - hsf.v/aged/rotten + (JL)

kas’akxu (verbal adjective) fried; toasted | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
affects | ka-@-Vs'ik-x-u — hsf.cl-(~d,@,~i).Vfry-crisp.[repetitive].[relational |

kindaatéogin— (adjective) upside down | "butt up"| prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it
affects | kin-daa-téok-een -~ upwards.around.butt.with - (CM)

kudikél’kw (verbal adjective) easy to untie | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that
it affects | ka-ju-di-vkél-kw - hsf.pfv.cl-(+d,@,+i).Vtake-apart.[repetitive] - (JL)

kulitées’shan (adjective) interesting to watch; stare: interesting to stare at | ka-wu-li-vtées-shdn - hsf.pfv.cl-(-d],
+i).Vstare.[adjective] - (JL)

kulixéitl’shan (verbal adjective) dangerous | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun
that it affects | kaJu-li-vxéit!-shan - hsf.pfv.cl-(-d,],+i).Vafraid.[adjective] - (KE)

kusakaak (verbal adjective) thick | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects
| ka-u-sa-Vkaak - comparative.irr.cl-(~d,s,~i).Vthick - (KE)

kutla (verbal adjective) stout | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects | ka-
u-Vtld » comparitive.irr.Vstout - (KE)

kuwaach’ (verbal adjective) too short | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
affects | ga-u-@-Vjdach’ - ga-con.irr.cl-(~d,@,~i).Vshort+ (KE) | variants: guwdatl
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kuwaat’ (verbal adjective) long | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects |
ka-u-Vyjdat’ - comparative.irt.viong - (KE)

—K’atsk’u (adjective) (1) adolescent || (2) smaller | a smaller than usual version of a noun * postnominal adjective: appears
immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC) | variants: -k'watsk'u

—K'wat’: (adjective) round; egg-shaped | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects + often
used to describe a spherical or round shape, which likely is related to the yoke of an egg | (JC, MH)

—k'watsk’u (adjective) (1) adolescent || (2) smaller | a smaller than usual version of a noun + postnominal adjective:
appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC) | variants: -k'atsk'u

kaa— (adjective) male | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | (JC)
kulitées’shan (adjective) interesting to watch | ku-li-Vtéesshan - areal.cl-(—d,l,+i).Vstare/look steadily.[adjective] - (JL)

kustin— (adjective) giant; monstrous | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | ku-s-Vti-
in — areal.cl-(+d,s,~i).vVbe.[decessive] - (JC)

kutx (adjective) too much; excessive | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | ku-ddx -
areal.from | (KE) | variants: kidax

koo lidéol’shan (adjective) gives men erections | kda-ee + li-'ddol-shdn » someone’s-(4h.p)-[empty base] + cl-(~d,],
+).Vget-erection.[adjective] - (JL)

—K’aatl’ (adjective) thin and flat | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects | (JC)

—1étl’k (adjective) soft (of a solid mass); pliable | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |
(JL,KE, JC)

liCh’éi)_(’u verbal adjective) dirty; filthy | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it
7l y J p Pl g )
affects | liNeh'éix'w-u - cl-(—d L +i).Vdirt.[relational] - (JL)

linéis’ch’an (adjective) easily greased; rubs easily (like applying lotion) | li-vnéis-ch’dn - cl-(~d,l,+i).Vgrease /rub/apply-
lotion.[ajdective] - (JL)

linéitlch’an (adjective) gets fat easily | li-vnéitl-ch’dn - cl-(-dl,+i).Vget-fat.[adjective] - (JL)
lingit— (adjective) Tlingit; traditional | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects

lis’aagi (verbal adjective) boney | verbal adiectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects
g 7l y J I pp g )
liNs'aak-{ » cl-(-d L, +i).vbone.[relational] - (JL)

lishoogu (verbal adjective) funny; comical; laughable | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing immediately before the
noun that it affects | li-vshook-u - cl-(~d,],+i).Vlaugh/smile.[relational] - (JL)

litdaych’an (adjective) quick/easy to heat up | liv¥'da(y)-ch’dn - cl-(-d,]+i).vhot/warm.[adjective] - (JL)

lit'ooji (verbal adjective) stings (like nettles or thorns); smarts (with sharp pain or discomfort) | verbal adjectives are
prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects | li-vtooch-{ » cl-(~d,],+i).Vstings/smarts.[relational]

- (JL)

liwaal’shan (adjective) breaks easily | li-vwdal-shdn - cl-(—d,],+i).Vbreak-(generally).[adjective] - (JL) | variants:
liwaal'shani

liwdasch’an (adjective) nice to roast | li-vwdas-ch’dn - cl-(~d,l,+i).vroast/scorch-(by fire).[adjective] - (JL)
liydox’shan (adjective) nice to soak (in water) | li-vydox™shdn - cl-(~d,],+i).Vbecome-soaked.[adjective] - (JL)
li.60s’shan (adjective) washes easily | li-v.d0s*shdn - cl-(~d1,+i).vwash.[adjective] - (JL)

li.6oshch’an (adjective) sulks easily | li-V.dosh-ch’dn - cl-(~d,L+i).Vsulk - (JL) | variants: li.6oshshan
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—sakw (adjective) future; to be; for | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects | (JC, KE)

sh kahaadi— (verbal adjective) crazy; insane; disturbed; mentally unbalanced | verbal adjectives are prenominal, appearing
immediately before the noun that it affects | sh + ka-@-Vhaat-{ > self-(rflx.0) + hsf.cl-(-d,@,~i).V(?).[relational] - (KE)

—shaan (adjective) old; elderly | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (KE, JC)

—shis’k (adjective) raw (flesh); green (wood) | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |

Jo

sheech— (adjective) female | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | (KE, JC) |
variants: shich—

shéogu— (adjective) first; initial | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | (JC)

tatgéiyi— (adjective) yesterday: of yesterday | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |
tatgé-yi —~ yesterday.[relational] - (JC)

té— (noun) (adjective) stone: made of stone; rock: made of rock | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the
noun that it affects | (JC)

—téitl’ (adjective) fat (of animal) | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC)
—tooch (adjective) fresh (of fish) | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC)
—t'éex’ (adjective) hard (substance) | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC)

tlagu— (adjective) (1) ancient || (2) forever | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects |
(JC) | variants: tlaguwu—

—tlénx’ (adjective) large (plural); big (plural) | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects |

Jo

—tlein (adjective) large; big | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun that it affects | (JC)

tl'eitakw— (adjective) pure | "removed trashiness"| prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it
affects | Vitleit-dkw - +trashy/dirty.[deprivative] - (JC)

—uwaa (adjective) similar; looks like; fake | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | #-vyaa
- irtvVresemble - (JC)

—x00Kk (adjective) dry; dried | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC)
x'éigaa— (adjective) (1) truly; true || (2) really | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects

x’alinéokchani (adjective) looks delicious | x'a-li-vndok-chdn-i » mouth.cl-(-d,l,+i).Vfeel /taste.[?].[relational] - (GD) |
variants: xX'alinéekwchani

X’alishoogu (verbal adjective) funny (of speech); comical (of speech); laughable (of speech) | verbal adjectives are
prenominal, appearing immediately before the noun that it affects | x’a-li-Vshook-u » mouth.cl-(~d 1, +i).Vlaugh/smile.
[relational] - (RD)

yalindakwch’an (adjective) good for bait | ya-livndakw-ch’dn - vsf.cl-(~d,],+i).octopus/bait.[adjective] - (JL)

—yadi (adjective) small; little; childlike | a very small version of a noun - postnominal adjective: appears immediately after
the noun it modifies | (JC)

yaadachoon— (adjective) straight; directly; plainly; honestly | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun
that it affects | (KE)

—yéis’ (adjective) dark; dusky; discolored; immature | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies

| JO)
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yées— (adjective) new; young | prenominal adjective: appears immediately before the noun that it affects | (JC)

—yéeyi (adjective) past; former; ex- | postnominal adjective: appears immediately after the noun it modifies | (JC)

Adverbs

ch’a gégaa (adverb) in vain; for nothing; without success | "the one that just swings back" | ch’a +Vgék.aa ~ just
Vswing.one(s)-(part.i) - (JM, KE)

ch’a g(’)ot yéide (adverb) going in different directions; differently | ch'a + goo-t +yé-de — just + different.at-(arrived) +
way/manner.towards * (SaJ)

ch’a koogéiyi (adverb) any old way (carelessly); however (thoughtlessly); carelessly | (KE) - ch'a + ka-jusia-Vgéi-yi - just +
hsf.pfv.cl-(-d,@,+i).Vagainst/oppossing, [relational ]

ch’a neechx (adverb) for nothing; in vain; without success | “just along the beach” | ch’a + neech-x - just + beach.along/at-
(repeatedly) + (SE)

ch’a yak'w (adverb) suddenly; immediately; right away | (KE) | variants: ch’a yak'w, ch’a yok’

ch’aakw (adverb) (1) long ago; back then; in the old days | (KE) || (2) time: for a long time | variants: ch’akw
de xwaa (adverb) finally | dei xwaa kut wudikeen — finally he flew away (BC)

dlinkwat (adverb) carefully | (JC,JL) | variants: dleewkét

dziyaagin (adverb) after a while; later on | (KE)

dziyaak (adverb) a while ago; earlier | (KE)

gedéin (adverb) greatly | Vgei-déin - big/plentiful.[adverb] - (JL) | variants: gidéin

gaa (adverb) sufficient; enough; acceptable; pleasant | (JC, KE) - gaayatee » it's pleasing; it's acceptable - ~tdogaa -
pleasing to —; enough for —

gunayéade (adverb) differently | guna-jida-de ~ different.area.towards - (KE) | variants: gunayéide, guwanyaade (An),
gundade (C)

gunéi (adverb) beginning (to); starting (to) | (KE) | variants: gunayéi

eeshandéin (adverb) poorly; suffering: while suffering | eeshdan-déin - pitiful/poor-thing.[adverb]
kaldaagéinax (adverb) slowly | ka-l-vdaa-géi-ndx - hsf.cl-(+d,L—i).Varound/about.?.through/along - (JL, JC, KE)
kasiyeyidéin (adverb) strangely | ka-si-Vyéi-yi-déin + hsf.cl-(~d,s,+i).Vstrange.[relational].[adverb] - (JL)
katéx’déin (adverb) crookedly | ka-@-Vtéx-déin - hsf.cl-(~d,@,~i).Vtwist.[adverb] - (JL)

—kayis (adverb) for - (often a day, week, a dish, event) | often used in a verbal phrase to specify what the verb is being done

for, which would be the noun that preceeds «—kayis» | kd-yis > on.for-(benefit)

kaagéinax (adverb) quietly; silently | Vk'dtl-k-i-ndx - Vsilent.[repetitive].[peg vowel].through/via - (JC,JL) | variants:
k'atl'geenax

kudzidéin (adverb) amazingly; wonderfully; tremendously | Vkoodzi-déin - Vamazing/wonderful /tremendous.[adverb] -
(1dC, PK)

K’atl'geenax (adverb) quietly; silently | Vk'dtl-k-i-ndx - Vsilent.[repetitive].[peg vowel].through/via - (JL) | variants:
kaagéinax

K'idéin (adverb) well; carefully | Vk’éi-déin » 'good/fine.[adverb] - (KE)

Page 40f 5



Tlingit Adjectives & Adverbs

kaakwxdagan (adverb) accidentally (wrong); wrongly by accident | kaakwx-dagdn -~ wrong.[?]+ (JL) | variants:
kaakwxdaagan (T)

kaakwxdaagané (adverb) accident; mistake: unfortunate mistake; mishap: unfortuate mishap | kaakwx-dagdn-é -
wrong.[?] - (JL) | variants: kaakwxdaganée (T)

kushtuyax (adverb) doesn’t matter | it doesn’t matter | (JC)

kux dak’6ol’een (adverb) backwards | "backing with the tailbone" | kux + da-Vk’éol-een - [return/revert] + cl-(+d,&,—
i).Vtailbone.with | (KE) | variants: kux dak’éol’in

kadax (adverb) too much; excessive | ku-ddx - areal.from | variants: kiatx
kGnax (adverb) very; actually | kii-ndx - areal.through/via
luldzéedéin (adverb) easily | [+ u-l-Vdzée-déin - not + irr.cl-(~d,l,-i).vhard/difficult.[adverb] - (GD)

lushk’edéin (adverb) with evil intention; badly (behavior) | { + u-sh-vk’é-déin - not + irr.cl-(~d,sh,—i).Vgood/fine.
[adjective] - (JM, GD)

lagaawdéin (adverb) loudly | la-Vgaaw-déin - cl-(~d},~i).Vloud-[adverb] - (GD)

néekwdéin (adverb) painfully; sickly; ill will: with ill will | Viéekw-déin - sick/hurt.[adverb] - (GD)
shux’aanax (adverb) first: (at) first; originally | "through the end of point"| (KE) | variants: shux'wianax
shéogunax (adverb) originally; in the beginning; (at) first | shdogu-ndx - first.through/via - (KE)
t'éex’déin (adverb) difficulty; strenuously | Vteexdéin - Virozen/difficult.[adverb] - (GD)

tlax (adverb) very | appears in front of the verb or phrase it is modifying | (KE)

tlAakw (adverb) fast | when combined with certain verbs like «yoo X'ayatank» (s/he is speaking), can be interpreted as

"angrily" or "hastily"
tleiyeekaadé (adverb) one kind; one type; one way; one direction | tlei-yee-kd-dé - one.below.on.towards -+ (KE)
tl'agaa (adverb) enough; adequate; lots | tla-gda - ?-adequate - (KE, JL)

waanganeens (adverb) sometimes; once in a while; occasionally | this is a contingent verb mode (‘'whenever’) that has
been compressed over time to act more like a particle | wda-na-ga-@-Vnée-n-sd - how.[na-con-pre].[ga-mode].cl-(—
d,@,—i).\/do/work—on.[stem—variation].voice/name‘ (MH, JC)

woosh dakadin (adverb) different directions; facing opposite directions; opposite directions | woosh + daakd-t-yeen -
together + around-outside.on.at-(arrived).facing - (KE)

woosh dakan (adverb) facing away from each other | woosh + daakd-n - together + around-outside.with - (WM)
woosh dayeen (adverb) facing each other | woosh + daa-yeen - together + around.facing

woosh gunayaade (adverb) differently | 'different from one another" | woosh + gu-nayda-de - together +
different.area.towards

x'aandéin (adverb) angrily | Vx'aan-déin » Vangry-[adverb] - (MD)
yéi (adverb) thus; specifically - variants: y6o

yeedat (adverb) now - variants: yeedét (C)

Sources: IdC (Ida Calmegane), BC (Bessie Cooley), JC (James Crippen), GD (George Davis), NR (Nora & Richard
Dauenhauer), MD (Marge Dutson), KE (Keri Eggleston), SE (Selina Everson), MH (Marsha Hotch), (SaJ) Sam
Johnston, PK (Pearl Keenan), JL (Jeff Leer), WM (Willie Marks), CM (Carolyn Martin), JM (John Martin)
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