Verb Modes

Tlél tsu kut aa xwagéex’ tle a saax’co teen.
— Kooxichx’

| didn’t lose any of the names.
— Alex Andrews, Kaagwaantaan*

Introduction

The information presented here is collected from Keri
Eggleston’s 575 Tlingit Verbs: a Study of Tlingit Verb Paradigms
and James Crippen’s Tlingit Verbal Structure Handbook and
Tlingitology Seminar. These tables and explanations are in-
tended to be a brief overview of the verb forms. See Crippen
and Eggleston for more examples and detailed explanations.

To start with, let’s take a look at verb types in Tlingit. Every
verb belongs to one of the following types:

TYPE DESCRIPTION SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS

act for someone to do something

no primary imperfective (use progessive

event for something to happen impefective);

often uses object pronouns; rarely uses

state for something to be a certain way )
subject pronouns

no primary imperfective (use progessive
motion for something to move impefective); conjugation prefix changes based
on type of motion

positional for something to be positioned only occurs in imperfective

1 Dauenhauer, Nora, Richard Dauenhauer, and Lydia Black. “The Battle at Indian River.” Andoshi Lingit
Aani Kd: Russians in Tlingit America. trans. Nora Dauenhauer, et al. (Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 2008), 329.



Understanding Tlingit Verbs

When you think about what the verb is describing, then
you can usually figure out the verb type in Tlingit. There are
a couple of verbs that might surprise you, but most of them
line up with the type of activity the verb describes. Verb type
is one characteristic that you need to understand in order to
use Tlingit verbs. Once you know the verb type, then you can
predict components of the verb and how they might change
in different conjugations.

We have looked at how to conjugate verbs by person, so
we will begin conjugating them by what they are doing, and
this is called mode. In English, we might think of mode as
past tense, present tense, and future tense. That is a start,
but then we have to keep in mind that Tlingit has a differ-
ent sense of time in the language. Tlingit verbs often focus
on whether the verb has been completed or not, instead of
when it may have happened. When an action is completed,
it is referred to as perfective form, and while this often aligns
with English past tense (yéi jixwaanei — I worked), there are
Tlingit verbs that are perfective but are used to describe a
present tense action (ixwsiteen — I see you; I saw you).

In our discussions of verb mode, much of the information
presented here comes from the following texts: Dictionary
of Tlingit & 575+ Tlingit Verbs* by Keri Eggleston and Tlingit
Verbal Structure & Tlingitology Seminar® by James Crippen.
These texts were developed in partnership with patient and
knowledgeable elders, and build upon the immaculate work
of Nora Dauenhauer & Richard Dauenhauer, Jeff Leer, and
Constance Naish & Gillian Story.

We will look at eighteen different verb modes. There are
several more modes, but these are the most common. To
see how these verbs work, we will be using the verbs in the
following table as examples. These will be conjugated using
third person objects and subjects. Changing the pronouns
can affect conjugation and contraction, which can also be
figured out with time and practice. In the future, watch for
verb modes while reading translated Tlingit and listening to
fluent speakers, and try to put these together yourself.

2 Eggleston, Keri. 575 Tlingit Verbs: a Study of Tlingit Verb Paradigms,
—— “575+ Tlingit Verbs.” Goldbelt Heritage Foundation. http:/ /[www.goldbeltheritage.org/verbs/

3 http://tlingit.info/resources/verbal-structure-handbook.pdf
http://tlingit.info/resources/Tlingitology-Seminar.pdf



Verb Forms

% 0-(ga)-S-1-shaat~

for S to hold, retain O
in one’s grasp; for S to
capture, hold O captive

ka- i O-ka-()-S-sh-Vxeet~

for S to write, draw, or
paint a picture of O; for S
to print O by hand; for S to
photograph, take pictures,
X-rays of O

- | (yéi) sh + tu-(na)-S-@+d-vVnook~ 3

for S to feel (that way)
(esp. physical sensation)

ji- iyéi+ji-(na)-S-@-Vnei~ 2

STATE

2 {0-(ga)-@-VKéi

for S to work; for S to do

for O to be good, fine,
pretty

ka- | O-ka-(ga)-(u)-1-Vjée 2

for O to be awful, terrible,
eerie (in appearance),
unattractive

tu- | O-tu-(ga)-@-V.aan 2

for O to be kind, gentle

ji- i — [no verb found for this combination]

EVENT

2 0-(2)-S-0-V.aax~!

for S to hear O

ka- | ka—(@)-®+d-\/gaan~

for something to shine,
produce light by burning

tu- § (yéi) + tu-(na)-S-@+d-vtaan~ 5

for (singular) S to decide,
make up one’s mind (that
way)

ji- iji-(na)-s-vtaan~ 4

MOTION

for the ocean to be rough

%) N-dé + (na)-S-@-Vgoot~ 1!

for (singular) S to walk, go
(by walking or as general
term) toward N

ka- {N-t~ + ka-(@)-D-xeex~

for something (usually a
round object) to fall, drop
into N

tu- { — [no verb found for this combination]

ji- i Nkanax + ji-ya-(@)-s+d-Vtaan~ 4

POSITIONAL

2 iS-@-Vaal

for waves to wash over N

for (singlular) S to be
seated

ka- iy6o + ka-@-Vtan 8

for something to be bent

tu- + — [no verb found for this combination]

ji- i — [no verb found for this combination]




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

Future (+)
(kei/yei) + O-ga-u-ga-S-cl_~réot

s/he will do it; it will happen

FUTURE (+): will do it; it will happen

2 23 na, 9,
PREVERB
kei yei —
ga-conj irrealis ga-mode
PREFIXES ittt ittt ittt
ga- u- ga-
CONJUGATION PREFIX | — (eliminated by ga-conj)
CLASSIFIER B @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, I-, sha-, sh-
open — cw icvv
fading — cww" cvv
STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc cvve
closed high — cvvc fevve
glottalized — cvvc’ i cvve
SUFFIXES _—
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (NO THEMATIC PREFIX)
%) S L SH
" kuka- / kukasa- / kukala- / kukasha- /
kkwa- kkwasa- kkwala- kkwasha-
1 | gaxtoo- gaxtusa- gaxtula- gaxtusha-
,s |gagee- / gagisa- / gagila- / gagisha- /
kgee- kgisa- kgila- kgisha-
2P | gaxyi- gaxyisa- gaxyila- gaxyisha-
guga- /
3 = sa- uxla- uxsha-
kgwa— gux gux gux
3-3 akgwa— aguxsa- aguxla- aguxsha-
InpH [ gaxdu- gaxdus- gaxdul- gaxdush-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (NO THEMATIC PREFIX)
D+D S+D L+D SH+D
" kukada- / kukas- / kukal- / kukash- /
kkwada- kkwas- kkwal- kkwash-
| gaxtuda- gaxtoos- gaxtool- gaxtoosh-




Verb Forms

PREFIX COMBINATIONS (NO THEMATIC PREFIX)

@+D S+D L+D SH+D
s gagida- / gagees- / gageel- / gageesh- /
kgida- kgees- kgeel- kgeesh-
2P | gaxyida- gaxyis- gaxyil- gaxyish-
O G P - A
3-3 |aguxda- akgwas- akgwal- akgwash-
InpH [ gaxdu- gaxdus- gaxdul- gaxdush-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (CV- THEMATIC PREFIX)
@ S L SH
18 | CVkkwa- CVkkwasa- | CVkkwala- | CVkkwasha-
1 | CVgaxtoo- | CVgaxtusa- |CVgaxtula- |CVgaxtusha-
2s | CVkgee- CVkgisa- CVkgila- CVkgisha-
2P |CVgaxyee- |CVgaxyisa- |CVgaxyila- |CVgaxyisha-
3 | CVkgwa- CVguxsa- CVguxla- CVguxsha-
3-3 [aCVkgwa- aCVguxsa- |aCVguxla- |aCVguxsha-
InpH [ CVgaxdu- CVgaxdus- CVgaxdul- CVgaxdush-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (CV- THEMATIC PREFIX)
@+D S+D L+D SH+D
18 | CVkkwada- |CVkkwas- CVkkwal- CVkkwash-
1 | CVgaxtuda- |CVgaxtoos- |CVgaxtool- |CVgaxtoosh-
2s | CVkgida- CVkgees- CVkgeel- CVkgeesh-
2P | CVgaxyida- |CVgaxyees- |CVgaxyeel- |CVgaxyeesh-
3 | CVguxda- Cngwas— Cng_;wal— Cngwash—
3-3 |aCVguxda- |aCVkgwas- |aCVkgwal- |aCVkgwash-
InpH | CVgaxdu- CVgaxdus- CVgaxdul- CVgaxdush-




Und

erstanding Tlingit Verbs

FUTURE (+): will d

o it; it will happen

ACT
ei aguxlashaat
%] yegx s/he will hold it
yei a—ga—u—ga—@—la—\/shéat
akaguxshaxéet o
ka- s/he will write it
a-ka-ga-u-ga-sha-\/xéet
(yéi) sh tuguxdanoéok )
tu- s/he will feel that way
(yéi) sh tu-ga-u-ga-@-da-vnook
éi jikgwanéi
ji- yeryrgw s/he will work
yéi ji-ga-u-ga-@-@-Vnéi
STATE
kei kgwal’éi he/she/it will be good; he/she/it will
@ [=4
kei @-ga-u-ga-@-Vk'éi get better
kei kaguxlajée o )
ka- it will look terrible
kei @—ka—ga—u—ga—la—\/jée
kei tuguxla.aan
tu- s/he will be kind
kei @-tu-ga-u-ga-la-v.aan
i — -
EVENT
akgwa.dax i )
%) = s/he will hear it
a—ga—u—ga—@—@-\/.a’a)_(
kaguxdagdan
ka- guxdag it will be bright
ka-ga-u-ga-da-vgdan
(yéi) tuguxdataan
tu- s/he will think (that way)
(yéi) tu-ga-u-ga-@-da-Vtdan
.. ikeijiguxsatdan o
Jji- it will get rough

kei ji-ga-u-ga-sa-tdan

aadé kgwagoot
(%) swas s/he will go there
aa-dé ga-u-ga-0-@-Vgdot
aadé kakgwaxéex
ka- g it will hit it
aa-dé ka—ga—u—ga—@—\/xéex
tu- — —
.. iakanax jiyaguxsatdan ) )
Ji- waves will wash over it

a ké-néx ji-ya-ga-u-ga-sa-Vtdan




Verb Forms

Future (-)
tlél + (kei/yei) + O-ga-u-ga-S-cl ~root

s/he won't do it; s/he is not going to do it; it won’t happen

FUTURE (—): won’t do it; it won’t happen

negative

PREVERB 1
tléil ~ tlél ~ hél ~ 1él ~ til
gacp gacp nacp & “cp

PREVERB 2 | =mmmmmmmmmmmssmssmosos oo oo os oo
kei yei —
ga-conj irrealis ga-mode

PREFIXES
ga- u- ga-

CONJUGATION PREFIX | — (eliminated by ga-conj)

CLASSIFIER -i ' @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, I, sha-, sh-
open — cwv fev
fading — cwv" cvv

STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc CvvC
closed high — cvvc fevve
glottalized — cvvc’ fevve

SUFFIXES —

PREFIX COMBINATIONS

same as future (+)

FUTURE (—): won’t do it; it won’t happen
ACT
tlél yei aguxlashaat

%) s/he won’t hold it
tlél yei a-ga-u-ga-@-la-Vshaat

tlél akaguxshaxeet

s/he won'’t write it
tlél a-ka-ga-u-ga-sha-Vxeet

tlél (yéi) sh tuguxdanook
tu- s/he won't feel that way
tlél (yéi) sh tufga—ufganfdaf\/nook

tlél yéi jikgwanei

s/he won’t work

tlél yéi ji-ga-u-ga-@-@-vnei

STATE
7




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

FUTURE (-): won’t do it; it won’t happen

o tlél kei kgwak'éi he/she/it won’t be good; he/she/it
tlél kei @-ga-u-ga-@-Vk'éi won't get better
tlél kei kaguxlajée ) :
ka- it won’t look terrible
tlél kei @-ka-ga-u-ga-la-Vjée
tlél kei tuguxla.aan )
tu- s/he won't be kind
tlé] kei @—tu—ga—u—ga—la—\/.aan
i — -

EVENT

tlél akgwa.aax .
(%) = s/he won'’t hear it
tlél a—ga—u»ga—@—@»\/.aag
tlél kaguxdagdan ) )
ka- it won’t be bright
tlél ka-ga-u-ga-da-vgdan
tlél yéi tuguxdataan
tu- y sux s/he won't think (that way)
tlél yéi tu-ga-u-ga-@-da-Vtaan
.. itlél kei jiguxsataan )
ji- it won’t get rough

tlé] kei ji-ga-u-ga-sa-vtaan

MOTION

tlél aadé kgwagoot
(%) gwag s/he won'’t go there
ga-u-ga-@-@-Vgoot
tlél aadé kakgwaxeex ) .
ka- = it won't hit it
tlé] aa-dé ka-ga-u-ga-@-vxeex
tu-  — -
tlél a kanax jiyaguxsataan
ji- X Jlyagux waves won’t wash over it

a ké-n4x ji-ya-ga-u-ga-sa-Vtdan




Verb Forms

Perfective (+)
Oju-S-cl_~root
s/he did it
PERFECTIVE (+): did it
PREVERB —
PREFIXES perfective yu-
CONJUGATION PREFIX | —
CLASSIFIER + ya, di, si, dzi, li, dli, shi, i
open D, e
Ccvv ; nacp, gacp, Eacp H Ccvv
fading D, cvv
cw na_, ga_, ga, cvv
STEM VARIATION EL?/iEd low Ze e
na_, ga., ga, Ccvve
closed high D cvve
cvve na,, ga,, ga,, cive
glottalized D ctve
cvvc’ na,, ga,, ga,, Ve
SUFFIXES —_
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (NO THEMATIC PREFIX)
%] S L SH
18 | xwaa- xwasi- xwali- xwashi-
P | wutuwa- wutusi- wutuli- wutushi-
28 |yee- [ iya- yisi- yili- yishi-
2P | yeey- yeeysi- yeeyli- yeeyshi-
3 |woo- /uwa- |wusi- wuli- wushi-
3-3 |aawa- awsi- awli- awshi-
INpH | wuduwa- wududzi- wududli- wuduji-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (NO THEMATIC PREFIX)
D+D S+D L+D SH+D
18 | xwadi- xwadzi- xwadli- xwaji-
| wutudi- wutudzi- wutudli- wutuji-
28 |yidi- yidzi- yidli- yiji-




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

PREFIX COMBINATIONS (NO THEMATIC PREFIX)

D+D S+D L+D SH+D
2P | yeeydi- yeeydzi- yeeydli- yeeyji-
3 [wudi- wudzi- wudli- wuji-
3-3 |awdi- awdzi- awdli- awji-
InoH [ wuduwa- wududzi- wududli- wuduji-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (Ca- THEMATIC PREFIX)
%) S L SH
18 | Caxwaa- Caxwsi- Caxwli- Caxwshi-
1 | Cawtuwa- Cawtusi- Cawtuli- Cawtushi-
2s | Ceeya- Caysi- Cayli- Cayshi-
2p | Cayeey- Cayeeysi- Cayeeyli- Cayeeyshi-
3 | Caawa- Cawsi- Cawli- Cawshi-
3-3 [aCaawa- aCawsi- aCawli- aCawshi-
InoH | Cawduwa- | Cawdudzi- | Cawdudli- | Cawduji-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (Ca- THEMATIC PREFIX)
D+D S+D L+D SH+D
15 | Caxwdi- Caxwdzi- Caxwdli- Caxwji-
w [ Cawtudi- Cawtudzi- | Cawtudli- Cawtuji-
2s | Caydi- Caydzi- Caydli- Cayji-
2p | Cayeeydi- Cayeeydzi- | Cayeeydli- | Cayeeyji-
3 | Cawdi- Cawdzi- Cawdli- Cawji-
3-3 |aCawdi- aCawdzi- aCawdli- aCawji-
InoH [ Cawduwa- | Cawdudzi- | Cawdudli- | Cawduji-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (Ci- THEMATIC PREFIX)
%) S L SH
18 | Cixwaa- Cixwsi- Cixwli- Cixwshi-
| Ciwtuwa- Ciwtusi- Ciwtuli- Ciwtushi-
2s | Ceeya- Ciysi- Ciyli- Ciyshi-
2p | Ciyeey- Ciyeeysi- Ciyeeyli- Ciyeeyshi-
3 |Ceeya- Ciwsi- Ciwli- Ciwshi-
3-3 |aCeeya- aCiwsi- aCiwli- aCiwshi-
InoH | Ciwduwa- | Ciwdudzi- | Ciwdudli- Ciwduji-

10



Verb Forms

PREFIX COMBINATIONS (Ci- THEMATIC PREFIX)

@+D S+D L+D SH+D
15 | Cixwdi- Cixwdzi- Cixwdli- Cixwiji-
w | Ciwtudi- Ciwtudzi- Ciwtudli- Ciwtuji-
2s | Ciydi- Ciydzi- Ciydli- Ciyji-
2p | Ciyeeydi- Ciyeeydzi- | Ciyeeydli- Ciyeeyji-
3 | Ciwdi- Ciwdzi- Ciwdli- Ciwji-
3-3 | aCiwdi- aCiwdzi- aCiwdli- aCiwji-
InoH | Ciwduwa- | Ciwdudzi- | Ciwdudli- Ciwduji-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (Cu- THEMATIC PREFIX)
%) S L SH
15 [ Cuxwaa- Cuxwsi- Cuxwli- Cuxwshi-
w [Cuwtuwa- | Cuwtusi- Cuwtuli- Cuwtushi-
2s | Ceeya- Cuysi- Cuyli- Cuyshi-
2P | Cuyeey- Cuyeeysi- Cuyeeyli- Cuyeeyshi-
3 [Cooya- Cuwsi- Cuwli- Cuwshi-
3-3 |aCooya- aCuwsi- aCuwli- aCuwshi-
InoH [ Cuwduwa- | Cuwdudzi- | Cuwdudli- | Cuwduji-
PREFIX COMBINATIONS (Cu- THEMATIC PREFIX)
@+D S+D L+D SH+D
18 | Cuxwdi- Cuxwdzi- Cuxwdli- Cuxwiji-
1 | Cuwtudi- Cuiwtudzi- | Cuwtudli- Cuwtuji-
2s | Cuydi- Cuydzi- Cuydli- Cuyji-
2P | Cuyeeydi- Cuyeeydzi- | Cuyeeydli- | Cuyeeyji-
3 [Cuwdi- Cuwdzi- Cuwdli- Cuwji-
3-3 |aCuwdi- aCuwdzi- aCuwdli- aCuwji-
InoH [ Cuwduwa- | Cuwdudzi- | Cuwdudli- | Cuwduji-
PERFECTIVE (+): did it
ACT
(%) awlishat s/he held him/her/it

a-ju-@-li-Vshdat

ka-

akawshixit

a-ka-ju-@-shi-vxit

s/he wrote it

1



Understanding Tlingit Verbs

PERFECTIVE (+): did it

tu-

(yéi) sh tuwdinook

(yéi) sh tu-ju-@-di-vnook

s/he felt that way

yéi jeewanéi

s/he worked

yéi ji-ju-@-ya-vnéi

STATE

o wook’éi he/she/it was good; he/she/it
D-jujavikéi got better
kawlijée

ka- it looked terrible
@-ka-ju-li-Vjée

tu- :[does not occur] —

ji- i — _
aawa.ax

%] s/he heard it
aju-O-ya-v.ax
kawdigan o )

ka- it’s bright; it was bright
ka-ju-di-vgan
(yéi) tuwditaan

tu- s/he thought (that way)
(yéi) tu-ju-@-di-Vtaan

.. ijiwsitaan : )

ji- it’s rough; it was rough

ji-ju-si-Vtaan

aadé woogoot

MOTION

aa-dé ju-@-ya-Vgoot

s/he went there

@ 3 7
at uwagut
s/he arrived there
aa-t u-@-ya-Vgut
at kaawaxix o )
ka- it hit it; it fell on it
aa-t ka-ju-ja-vxix
tu- — -
.. iakanax jiyawsitan :
Ji- waves washed over it

a kd-néx ji-ya-ju-si-vtan

12



Verb Forms

Perfective (-)
tlél + O-u-ju-S-cl_~root

s/he didn’t do it
PERFECTIVE (-): didn’t do it
PREVERB negative i t16il ~ t1él ~ hél ~ 161 ~ il
PREFIXES perfective j?u-

CONJUGATION PREFIX | —

CLASSIFIER -i i @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, I, sha-, sh-
open H D, cv
cw ]

1na ., 8a, ga, iCvWV
: i
fading 19 icv
h q T
cw : '
ina_, ga ga, icv
closed low 1Dy i Cvve
STEM VARIATION wve : :
ina, ga, ga, Ccvvec
closed high i ievve
cvve ] I
ina, ga, ga, icvve
| P
glottalized e i CVVC
cwvc’ ] ,
ina g g, icvwc
SUFFIXES —

PERFECTIVE (—): didn’t do it
ACT
tlél awulshaat

(%) s/he didn’t hold him/her/it
tlél a-u-yu-la-Vshéat

tlél akawushxeet
ka- s/he didn’t write it

tlél a-ka-u-ju-sha-vxeet

tlél (yéi) sh tuwdanook
tu- s/he didn’t feet that way

tlél (yéi) sh tu-u-ju-@-da-vnook

tlél yéi jiwunei

s/he didn’t work
tlél yéi ji-u-ju-0-@-vnei

STATE

o tlél wuk’éi he/she/it wasn’t good; he/she/
116 G-u-ju-oVK'éi it didn’t get better
tlél kawuljée

ka- it didn’t look terrible

tlél @-ka-u-ju-la-vijee
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PERFECTIVE (-): didn’t do it

tu- [does not occur] —

ji- i — -

EVENT

tlél awu.aax
(%) s/he didn’t hear it
tlél a—u—?u—@—@—\/.aa;(

tlél kawdagédan . _
ka- it isn’t bright
tlél ka-u-ju-da-vVgdan
tlél (yéi) tuwdataan ) )
tu- s/he didn’t think (that way)
tlél (yéi) tu-u-ju-@-da-vtaan
.. itléljiwustaan o :
ji- it isn’t rough; it wasn’t rough

tlél ji-u-ju-sa-vtaan

MOTION

tlél aadé wugoot
s/he didn’t go there

tlél aa-dé u-ju-@-@-Vgoot

tlél 4t kawuxeex o o
ka- it didn’t hit it
tlél aa-t ka-u-ju-@-vxeex

= = -

.. itlél akanax jiyawstaan ) )
ji- waves didn’t wash over it
tlél a ka-nax ji-ya-u-ju-sa-vtdn




Verb Forms

Imperfective (+)
0-S-cl-Vroot

s/he is doing it; s/he does it

IMPERFECTIVE (+):

doing it; does it

PREVERB

PREFIXES

CONJUGATION PREFIX

act —i @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, I-, sha-, sh-
CLASSIFIER
state !+ Va, di, si, dzi, li, dli, shi, ji
STEM VARIATION unpredictable
SUFFIXES —
IMPERFECTIVE (+): doing it; does it
ACT
alshat
@ s/he is holding it
a-@-1-Vshat
akshaxeet
ka- s/he writes it; s/he is writing it
a-ka-@-sha-vxeet
(yéi) sh tudinook
tu- s/he feels that way
(yéi) sh @-tu-di-vnook
yéi jiné : )
ji- s/he works; s/he is working

yéi ji-@-0-Vné

yak’éi -

(%) he/she/it is good
o-ya-Vk'éi
kalijée / kulijée

ka- it looks terrible
@-ka-li-Vjée
tuli.aan -

tu- s/he is kind
@-tu-li-V.aan

o i— —

EVENT
@ i [no imperfective for event verbs] | —

ka- ! [no imperfective for event verbs]

tu- ! [no imperfective for event verbs]

ji- [no imperfective for event verbs]

15
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IMPERFECTIVE (+): doing it; does it

MOTION

@ i [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

ka- [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

tu- | [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

ji- i [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

POSITIONAL

.aa
@ s/he sits; s/he is sitting
@-0.aa

yoo katan )
ka- it’s bent
y60 ka-@-Vtan

tu-  — —




Verb Forms

Imperfective (-)
tlel + O—u—S—cl_i—\/ root

s/he is not doing it; s/he does not do it

IMPERFECTIVE (—): not doing it; does not do it

PREVERB negative

tléil ~ tlél ~ hél ~ 1él ~ til

PREFIXES irrealis

iu-

CONJUGATION PREFIX

CLASSIFIER —i ' @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, I, sha-, sh-
STEM VARIATION unpredictable
SUFFIXES —

IMPERFECTIVE (—): not doing it; does not do it

tlél oolshat

ACT

(%] s/he isn’t holding him/her/it
tlél a-u-@-la-Vshat

Ko tlél akooshxeet s/he doesn’t write it; s/he’s not
tlé] a-ka-u-@-sha-vxeet writing it
tlél (yéi) sh toodanook

tu- s/he doesn’t feel that way
tlél (yéi) sh tu-u-@-da-vnook

ji- tlél yéijeené s/he doesn’t work; s/he isn’t

tlél yéi ji-u-B-@-Vné

STATE

working

tlél uk’é -
@ he/she/it is not good
tlél @-u-o-Vk'é
tlél kooljée ) )
ka- it doesn’t look terrible
tlél @-ka-u-la-Vijée
tlél tool.aan o
tu- s/he isn’t kind
tlél @-tu-u-la-v.aan
o i— -
EVENT
@ i [no imperfective for event verbs] | —

ka-  [no imperfective for event verbs]

tu- | [no imperfective for event verbs]

ji- i [noimperfective for event verbs]

17
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IMPERFECTIVE (-): not doing it; does not do it
MOTION

(%) [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

ka- | [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

tu- ! [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

ji- i [no imperfective for motion verbs] | —

POSITIONAL

tlél u.aa ) )
(%) s/he doesn’t sit; s/he isn’t sitting
tlél u-0-0-.aa

tlél y6o kootan o
itisn’t bent

tlél y6o ka-u-vVtan

tu- — —




Verb Forms

Progressive Imperfective (+)
yaa/kei/yei + O-na-S-cl_~root-(n)

s/he is in the process of doing it

PROGRESSIVE IMPERFECTIVE (+): in the process of doing it

2 &na ga ga
cp cp cp 8%¢p
PREVERB
yaa kei yei
PREFIXES na-conj na-
CONJUGATION PREFIX | — (eliminated by na-conj)
CLASSIFIER -i ' @-, da-, sa-, s, la-, I, sha-, sh-
cvvn
open D, .
(aa/oo~et)
cw
na_ ga,ga, icvc
cvvn
fadin %) .
& C'“ (aa/oo~ei)
cwh
,
ina, g, g, icve
STEM VARIATION ‘o ;
closed low Y0 1 CVvC
cvve ] :
ina, ga, g, cve
closed high 19, i CVvC
cvve ] i
1na., g, ga, iCvC
) iz i cvve’
glottalized cvvc’ :
] P
ina_ ga,g, icvc
SUFFIXES =

PROGRESSIVE IMPERFECTIVE (+): in the process of doing it

ACT
(%) [does not occur] —
ka- ! [does not occur] =
(yéi) yaa sh tundanik s/he is beginning to feel that

(yéi) yaa sh tu-na-@-da-vnak way

ji- i [does not occur] —

STATE

kei nak’éin w :
%) s/he/it is getting better
kei @-na-@-Vk'éi-n

ka- ! [does not occur] —

tu- :[does not occur] —




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

PROGRESSIVE IMPERFECTIVE (+): in the process of doing it

(%) [does not occur] —

ka- i [does not occur] —

tu- i [does not occur] —

.. iyaajinastan : :

Jji- it’s getting rough

yaa ji-na-sa-Vtan

MOTION

aadé yaa nagut
(%) y g s/he is going there
aa-dé yaa na-@-@-Vglt
ka- ! [does not occur] —
tu- i — —
. iakanax yaa jiyanastan ) )
ji- waves are washing over it

a ka-ndx yaa ji-ya-na-sa-vtan
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Verb Forms

Imperative
CP-(S)-cl_~root
do it!
IMPERATIVE: do it!
PREVERB —
PREFIXES —
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes @ na ,ga ,ga
i cp cp cp’ 8 ¢cp
CLASSIFIER -i ' -, da-, sa-, s-, la-, |-, sha-, sh-
: /%
open 12 cv
cw ina_, ga g, icv
fading 9, iev*
cw" : Loy
ina_ g ga, icv
: T
closed low o, ove
STEM VARIATION e : :
ina, ga,ga, icvve
: T
closed high 19 e
cvve ina, ga, ga, icvvc
H S
glottalized 19 1eve
, ]
cvvc ina, ga ga, o
SUFFIXES —
* there are rare exceptions (long and low)
IMPERATIVE: do it!
ACT
aylshéat!
%] £y hold it!
ga—la—\/shéat
kashaxit! o
ka- write it!
ka-@-sha-vxit
tu- ! [does not occur] —
éi jinané!
Ji- el work!

yéi ji-na-@-Vné

STATE

igak’éi!

be good!
i-ga-@-Vk'éi

ka- i [does not occur] —




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

IMPERATIVE: do it!

tukla.aan!

tu- be kind!
tu-ga-la-v.aan

i — -
ax!

(%) - hear it!
@-V.ax

ka- ! [does not occur] —

tu- ! [does not occur] —

ji- [does not occur] —

MOTION

aadé nagu!
(%) go towards there!
aa-dé na-Vgi

at gu!
aa-t J-Vgt

go (arrive) there!

ka- ! [does not occur] —

tu- — -

ji- [does not occur] —




Verb Forms

Perfective Habitual (+)
O-ju-CP-S-cl_~root-ch

s/he does it (every time)

PERFECTIVE HABITUAL (+): does it (every time)

PREVERB —
PREFIXES 2, irrealis -u
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes : @cp‘ nacp, gacp, Sacp
CLASSIFIER -i ' @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, 1-, sha-, sh-
H @cp C"rvy
open -
cvv
Y na_,ga_, ga, .
FoeE e i (aaloo~ei)
@, c\'zvy
fading ?
cvv
o na_,ga_, ga, .
Foe e i (aaloo~ei)
STEM VARIATION -
diesedl e 2, unpredictable
cvve 2
na_,8a. ga, Ccve
closed high 2, unpredictable
cvve 2
na_,8a. ga, cve
glottalized 2, unpredictable
cwvc’ : s
ina_, ga, ga, cve
SUFFIXES repetitive i_ch
PERFECTIVE HABITUAL (+): does it (every time)
ACT
axlashatch ) ) )
(%) s/he holds him/her/it (every time)
a—yu—ga-Q—la-\/shét-ch
akooshxitch o ;
ka- s/he writes it (every time)
a-ka-ju-@-@-sha-Vxit-ch
(yéi) sh tundantkch
tu- s/he feels that way (every time)
(yéi) sh tu-a-na-@-da-vnitk-ch
.. iyéijinaneich )
Jji- s/he works (every time)
yéi ji-ju-na-@-@-vnei-ch
STATE
gak’éich
(%) he/she/it gets better (every time)

@-ju-ga-@-Vk'éi-ch

ka- ! [does not occur] —




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

PERFECTIVE HABITUAL (+): does it (every time)

tu- [does not occur] —
ji- — -
EVENT
oo.aaxch
%] s/he hears it (every time)
a—?u—@—@—\/.aax—ch
koodaganch ) ) )
ka- it gets bright (every time)
ka-ju-@-da-Vgan-ch
(yéi) tundatanch ) )
tu- s/he thinks (that way) (every time)
(yéi) tu-ju-na-da-vtan-ch
.. ijinastanch ; ;
ji- it gets rough (every time)
ji-na-sa-vtan-ch
MOTION
aadé nagutch
s/he goes there (every time)
5 aa-dé ju-na-@-Vgit-ch
atugatch ) ]
s/he arrives there (every time)
aa-t -ju-@-O-Vgit-ch
4t kooxeexch - )
ka- it hits it (every time)
aa-t ka-ju-@-0-Vxeex-ch
tu-  — -
.. iakanax jiyanastanch ; )
Jji- waves wash over it (every time)

a kd-néx ji-ya-ya-na-sa-Vtan-ch
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Verb Forms

Perfective Habitual (-)
tlél + O-uzju-CP-S-cl_~root-ch

s/he hasn’t done it yet

PERFECTIVE HABITUAL (-): hasn’t done it yet

PREVERB negative i tléil ~ tlé]l ~ hél ~ 1] ~ til
PREFIXES irrealis -u
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes @ na ,ga ,ga
i cp, cp’ cp’ 8 ¢cp
CLASSIFIER -i ' -, da-, sa-, s-, la-, |-, sha-, sh-
‘o cvvy
open .
cvv
Y na,, ga., ga, .
(aa/oo~ei)
,
. ch‘ CVvy
fading
h cvv
Ccw na, ga_, ga, .
(aa/oo~ei)
STEM VARIATION dictabl
closed low D Uil
cvve 2
na_,8a. ga, CvC
closed high 2, unpredictable
cvve na_ ga, ga, cve
glottalized 2, unpredictable
cvvc ina,, ga,, 89, v
SUFFIXES habitual i_ch

PERFECTIVE HABITUAL (-): hasn’t done it yet

ACT
tlél oogalshatch )
(%) = s/he hasn’t held it yet
tlél a—u—j‘lu—ga—@—la—\/shét—ch
tlél akooshxitch
ka- s/he hasn’t written it yet
tlél a-ka-u-ju-@-@-sha-vxit-ch
: tlél (yéi) sh tundandkch
tu- tlél (yéi) s/he doesn’t feel that way yet
!sh tu-u-ju-na-@-da-vnitk-ch
.. itlélyéijinaneich
Jji- s/he hasn’t worked yet
tlél yéi ji-u-ju-na-@-@-Vnei-ch
tlé] gak’éich ;
(%) he/she/it hasn’t gotten better yet
tlél @-ga-u-ju-@-vk'éi-ch




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

PERFECTIVE HABITUAL (-): hasn’t done it yet

ka- ! [does not occur] —

tu- :[does not occur] —

i i— -

EVENT

tlél oo.aaxch )
(%) s/he hasn’t heard it yet

tlél a-u-ju-@-@-V.aax-ch

tlél koodaganch
it hasn’t gotten bright yet

tlél ka-u-ju-@-da-vgan-ch

tlél (yéi) tundatanch
tu- s/he hasn’t thought that way yet
tlél (yéi) tu-u-ju-na-da-vtan-ch

tlél jeenastanch
it hasn’t gotten rough yet

tlél ji-na-u-ju-sa-Vtén-ch

MOTION

tlél aadé nagttch
s/he has not gone there yet

tlél aa-dé u-ju-na-@-Vgut-ch

tlél 4t ugtitch
s/he has not arrived there yet

tlél aa-t -u-ju-@-@-Vgtit-ch

tlél 4t kooxeexch : o
ka- it has not hit it yet

tlél aa-t ka-u-ju-@-@-vxeex-ch

tu- i — -

: tlél a kanax jeeyanastanch )
a0 waves have not washed over it
J== itlél aka-nax yet

: ji-ya-u-ju-na-sa-vtan-ch




Verb Forms

Hortative

0-CP-ga-S-cl_ ~Vroot-(=yi/-i; -wu/-u)

let her/him do it; let us do it (1% & 3™ person subjects only)

HORTATIVE: let her/him do it; let us do it

PREVERB —
PREFIXES ga-mode ga-
— (eliminated by na-conj)
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes & na ,ga ,ga
cp, cp cp’ S cp
CLASSIFIER -i @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, I-, sha-, sh-
open — cwv fevv
fading — cvv" fcvv *
STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc i evve **
closed high — cvvc i cove ¥
glottalized — cvvc’ i cvve **
SUFFIXES (-yi/-i; ~-wu/-u) — speaker preference
* there are rare exceptions (long and high)
** there are rare exceptions (short and low)
HORTATIVE: let her/him do it; let us do it
ACT
agaaxlashaat
(%] = let him/her hold it
a-ga-ga-O-la-Vshaat
akaxshaxit ) o
ka- let him/her write it
a-ka-@-ga-@-sha-vxit
(yéi) sh tunaxdanook )
tu- let him/her feel that way
(yéi) sh tu—na—ga—@—da—\/nook
éi jinganei
ji- yeljing let him/her work
yéi ji-na-ga-@-@-Vnei
STATE
gagak'éi : :
(%) = let him/her/it be good
-ga-ga-@-VKéi
ka- ! [does not occur] —
tugaxla.aan ; :
tu- let him/her be kind
@-tu-ga-ga-la-V.aan
i -




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

HORTATIVE: let her/him do it; let us do it

PANY

aga.aax ) )

(%) = let her/him hear it
a—@—ga—@—@—\/.aag
kaxdagaan _ _

ka- let it be bright
ka-@-ga-da-Vgdan

(yéi) tunaxdataan
tu- let him/her think (that way)
(yéi) tu-na-ga-@-da-Vtaan

ji- [does not occur] —
MOTION

aadé ngagoot

let her/him go there
aa-dé na-ga-0-@-Vgoot

@ s
at gagoot
= let him/her arrive there
aa-t @-ga-@-@-Vgoot
(ch'a) at kagaxeex (dé)
ka- = (just) let it hit it (now)
(ch’a) aa-t ka-@-ga-@-Vxeex (dé)
tu- i — -

ji- i [does not occur] —
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Verb Forms

Repetitive Imperfective
(yoo/kei/yei) + O-S-cl_~root-(-x/-k/-ch)

s/he does it (regularly)

REPETITIVE IMPERFECTIVE: s/he does it (regularly)

@, na* iga na_, ‘ga,

PREVERB - - -
— kei yoo ~ydo :yei

PREFIXES —

CONJUGATION PREFIX | —

CLASSIFIER -i !@-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, |-, sha-, sh-
open — cw cvv
fading — cvv" fevv

STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc cve
closed high — cVvc icve
glottalized — cvvc’ feve

@ na_* na ga_ ga
P cp p p cp ="¢cp
SUFFIXES repetitive
L X -k i-ch
REPETITIVE IMPERFECTIVE: s/he does it (regularly)
ACT
yei alshatch )
(%) s/he holds it (regularly)
yei a-@-la-Vshit-ch
akshaxitx o

ka- s/he writes it (regularly)

a-ka-@-sha-Vxitx

tu- ! [does not occur] —

éi yoo jiyaneik

ji- yeryooJuy s/he works (regularly)

yéi yoo ji-@-ja-Vnei-k
STATE
kei k’éich ;

(%) he/she/it gets better (regularly)

kei @-@-Vik'éi-ch

ka- ! [does not occur] —

kei tula.aanch o

tu- s/he is kind (regularly)

kei @-tu-la-v.aan-ch

i = -




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

REPETITIVE IMPERFECTIVE: s/he does it (regularly)

JAINY

> a.dx s/he’s hearing it
a-O-O.4x (strange sounds, e.g.)
kadaganx -

ka- it brightens (regularly)
ka-da-Vgén-x

tu- :[does not occur] —

. ikeijisatanch )
Ji- it gets rough (regularly)
kei ji-sa-Vtén-ch

MOTION

aadé yoo yagutk
yooyag s/he goes there (regularly)

aa-dé yoo @-ja-Vglit-k

@ 7
ax goot
s/he goes there (regularly)
aax @-0-Vgoot
ax kaxeex
ka- it hits it (regularly)
aa-x ka-@-vxeex
tu- i — —
. iakanax kei jisatanch )
ji- waves wash over it (regularly)

a ka-ndx kei ji-sa-Vtdn-ch
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Verb Forms

Prohibitive
lil + O-u-S-cl-Vroot-k ~ ik ~ uk
don’t do it!
PROHIBITIVE: don’t do it!
Preverb 1il / (tléil ~ tlél ~ hél ~ 1] ~ til)
Prefixes -
Conjugation Prefix

based on the second person negative
Classifier imperfective, perfective, or repetitive
imperfective form, depending on verb.

Stem Variation

Suffixes prohibitive -k ~ -ik ~ -uk

PROHIBITIVE: don’t do it!
ACT
lil ilashadik!

(%) don’t hold it!
1il i-la-Vshat-ik

lil eeshaxeedik! o
ka- don’t write it!
1il i-ka-u-i-sha-vxeet-ik

tu- ! [does not occur] —

. ililyéijinéik!
J1- don’t work!
lil yéi ji-@-@-vVnei-k
STATE
lil eek’eiyik!
(%) don’t be good!

lil i-u-@-K'ei-yik

ka- ! [does not occur] —

tu- :[does not occur] —

jio i— -
EVENT

@ i [does not occur] —

ka- ! [does not occur] —

tu- ! [does not occur] —

ji- [does not occur] —




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

PROHIBITIVE: don’t do it!

MOTION

lil aadé yigoodik!

don’t go there!

lil aa-dé ju-i-@-vgoot-ik

1il at yigoodik!

1il aa-t ju-i-@-Vgoot-ik

z |
1il dx eegoodﬂ_(! don’t go there!

1il aa-x u-i-@-Vgoot-ik

ka- ! [does not occur] -

tu- i — -

ji- [does not occur] —
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Verb Forms

Potential ( + ) *often used with relative clause

gwil + O-u-CP-ga-S-cl, ~root

s/he might do it
POTENTIAL (+): s/he might do it
PREVERB —
PREFIXES irrealis -u ga-mode ga-
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes @pr na_,ga_, g
CLASSIFIER + i ya, di, si, dzi, i, dli, shi, ji
open — cwv fevy
fading — cw" [9'A%
STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc cvve
closed high — civc i cvve
glottalized — cvvc’ fevve
SUFFIXES —
POTENTIAL (+): S/he might do it
ACT
gwal agaaxwlishaat
(%) = s/he might hold her/him/it
gwil a-u-ga-ga-@-li-Vshdat
gwal akooxshixit . o
ka- s/he might write it
gwal a-ka-u-@-ga-@-shi-Vxit
gwal (yéi)
h i k
tu- sh toonaxdinoo s/he might feel that way
gwal (yéi)
sh tu—u—na—ga—@-di—\/nook
4l yéi jingwaanei
ji- gwa’yeljmgw s/he might work
gwal yéi ji-u-na-ga-ja-vVnei
STATE
al kgwaak’éi
%) gwal kgw s/he might be good
gwél @-ga-u-gaja-Vk'éi
4l kugaaxlijée
ka- g gaax’y s/he might look terrible
gwal @-ka-ga-u-ga-li-Vjée
tu- :[does not occur] —
i i -




Unde

rstanding Tlingit Verbs

JAINY

POTENTIAL (+): S/he might do it

gwal oogaa.aax

(%) s/he might hear her/him/it
gwal a—u—@—ga—@—ya—\/aa;(
4l kooxdigdan
ka- g xcle it might get bright
gwal ka-u-@-ga-di-Vgdan
al (yéi) toonaxditaan
tu- gwal (yéi) - s/he might think that way
gwal ka-u-na-ga-di-vtaan
ji- [does not occur] —
MOTION
4l aadé ngwaagoot
%) 8w gwaag s/he might go there
gwal aa-dé u-na-ga-@-ja-Vgoot
al kagwaaxeex
ka- gw gw s/he might hit her/him/it
gwal ka-u-@-ga-jja-vxeex
tu- i — —
ji- i[does not occur] -
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Verb Forms

Potential (—) *often used with relative clause

gwadl + tlél + O—u—CP—_ga—S—clﬂ,—\/root

s/he might not do it

POTENTIAL (-): s/he might not do it

PREVERB gwal + tléil ~ tlé] ~ hél ~ 1él ~ til

PREFIXES irrealis -u ga-mode ga-

CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes @cp‘ na_, gacp, gacp

CLASSIFIER + ya, di, si, dzi, li, dli, shi, ji
open — cwv cvv
fading — cwv" cvv

STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc cvve
closed high — cvvc cvve
glottalized — cvvc’ cvvc

SUFFIXES —

POTENTIAL (-): s/he might not do it

ACT

gwal tlél agaa}_cwlishéat

(%) s/he might not hold her/him/it
gwal tlél a-u-ga-ga-O-li-Vshdat
gwal tlél akooxshixit . o
ka- s/he might not write it
gwal tlél a-ka-u-@-ga-@-shi-vxit
gwal tlél (yéi)
tu- sh toonaxdinook s/he might not feel that way
gwal tlél (yéi)
sh tu—u—na»ga—@—di—\/nook
al tlél yéi jingwaanei
ji- sW yeljmgw s/he might not work
gwal tlél yéi ji-u-na-ga-ja-vnei
STATE
al tlél kgwaak’éi
(%) g W s/he might not be good
gwal tlél @-ga-u-ga-ja-vk'éi
al tlél kugaaxlijée
ka- s gaax’y s/he might not look terrible
gwil tlél @-ka-ga-u-ga-li-Vjée
tu- ! [does not occur] —
i i— -




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

POTENTIAL (-): s/he might not do it

JAINY

4l tlél oogaa.aax
s S = s/he might not hear her/him/it

gwal tlél a—u—@—ga—@—ya—\/aag

4l tlél kooxdigdan
gw X8 no way it can get bright

gwal tlé] ka-u-@-ga-di-Vgdan
gwal tlél (yéi)

tu- toonaxditaan s/he might not think that way
gwal tlél (yéi)
tu-u-na-ga-di-vtaan

ji- [does not occur] —

MOTION

i gwdl tlél aadé ngwaagoot
@ i A A e s/he might not go there
 u-na-ga-@-ja-vgoot

gwdl tlé] kagwaaxeex

s/he might not hit her/him/it
gwal tlé] ka-u-@-ga-ja-vxeex

tu- : — -

ji- [does not occur] —




Verb Forms

Potential Attributive
tlél + aadé + O—u—CP—_ga—S—clH—\/root—y[/—i/—wu/—u +yé

no way s/he can do it

POTENTIAL ATTRIBUTIVE: ho way s/he can do it

PREVERB tléil ~ tlél ~ hél ~ 1él ~ til + aadé
PREFIXES irrealis -u ga-mode ga-
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes @Cp‘ nacp, gacp, gacp
CLASSIFIER + ya, di, si, dzi, li, dli, shi, ji
open — cwv cvv
fading — cwv" cvv
STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc cvve
closed high — cvvc cvve
glottalized — cvvc’ cvvc
SUFFIXES relative -yi/-i/-wu/-u
POSTVERB way/place yé

POTENTIAL ATTRIBUTIVE: ho way s/he can do it
ACT
i t1él aadé
o i agaaxwlishdadi yé no way s/he can hold her/him/it

! t1él aa-dé a-u-ga-ga-Q-li-Vshaat-i

i t1é] aadé akooxshixidi yé
ka- t1é] aa-dé no way s/he can write it

 a-ka-u-Q-ga-@-shi-Vxit-i yé

tlél aadé

sh toonaxdinoogu yé

tu- no way s/he can feel that way

tlél aa-dé
sh tu-u-na-ga-@-di-vnook-t yé

tlél aadé

yéi jingwaaneiyi yé
tlél aa-dé

LYéij i-u-na-ga-jia-\/ nei-yi yé

no way s/he can work

STATE

tlél aadé kgwaak'éiyi yé

no way s/he can be good

tlé] aa-dé @-ga-u-ga-ja-Vk'éi-yi yé
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Unde

rstanding Tlingit Verbs

POTENTIAL ATTRIBUTIVE:

no way s/he can do it

tlél aadé kugaaxlijéeyi yé

ka- {1l aa-dé

no way s/he can look terrible

| @-ka-ga-u-ga-li-Vjée-yi yé
tu- ! [does not occur] —
i — -
EVENT
i t1él aadé oogaa.aaxi yé
%] 6] aa-dé no way s/he can hear her/him/it
| a-u-0-ga-O-ja-Vaax-i yé
i tlé] aadé kooxdigaani yé
ka- 1161 aa-dé no way it can get bright
 ka-u-@-ga-di-Vgdan-i yé
tlél aadé
(yéi) toonaxditaani yé .
tu- no way s/he can think that way
tlél aa-dé
(yéi) tu-u-na-ga-di-Vtaan-i yé
ji- [does not occur] —
MOTION
itlél aadé
%) s ngwaagoodl ye no way s/he can go there
tlél aa-dé
 aa-dé u-na-ga-O-ja-Vgoot-{ yé
itlél aadé at kagwaaxeexi yé
ka- 1161 aa-dé no way s/he can hit her/him/it
! da-t ka-u-0-ga-ja-Vxeex-{ yé
tu- i — -
ji- [does not occur] —




Verb Forms

Potential Decessive* usually used as depdendent clause
0-u-CP-ga-S-cl_~root-in/un

s/he would have done it

POTENTIAL DECESSIVE: s/he would have done it

PREVERB —
PREFIXES irrealis -u ga-mode ga-
CONJUGATION PREFIX |yes : @Cp‘ na_,ga ,ga.
CLASSIFIER i ' @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, 1-, sha-, sh-
open — cwv fevv
fading — cvv" fcvy
STEM VARIATION closed low — cvvc cvve
closed high — cvvc i cvve
glottalized — cvvc’ i cvve!
SUFFIXES decessive i-in/-un
POTENTIAL DECESSIVE: s/he would have done it
ACT
agaaxwlashdadin o
(%) = s/he would have held her/him/it
a—u—ga—ga—@—la—\/shéat—in
akooxshaxidin o
ka- s/he would have written it
a-ka-u-@-ga-@-sha-vxit-in
yéi sh toonaxdanoogtin
tu- s/he would have felt that way
yéi sh tu-u-na-ga-@-da-vnook-tin
éi jingwaneiyin
ji- yelJingw ! s/he would have worked
yéi ji-u-na-ga-@-vnei-yin
STATE
ugak’éiyin
(%) 818 A s/he would have been good
@-ga-u-ga-@-VKk'éi-yin
kugaaxlajéeyin .
ka- s/he would have looked terrible
@-ka-ga-u-ga-la-Vjée-yin
tu-  [does not occur] —
jio i -
EVENT
ooga.aaxin
(%) = s/he would have heard her/him/it

a-u-0-ga-Q-O-Vaax-in




Understanding Tlingit Verbs

POTENTIAL DECESSIVE: s/he would have done it

kooxdagaanin

ka- it would have gotten bright
ka-u-@-ga-da-Vgdan-in
(yéi) toonaxdataanin

tu- s/he would have thought that way
(yéi) tu-u-na-ga-da-vtaan-in

ji- i [does not occur] —

MOTION

aadé ngwagoodin

%) gwag s/he would have gone there
aa-dé u-na-ga-J-F-Vgoot-in
at kagwaxeexin

ka- = s/he would have hit her/him/it
4a-t ka—u—@—ga»@—\/xeex—l’n

= = -

ji- [does not occur] —

Perfective attributive (+) (the one who did it)

3s

wé aadé wugoodi aa
the one who went there
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Verb Forms

Conditional~ ofted used in relative clause
O—CP—S—cl_[—\/root—n+—i
if/when s/he does it

CONDITIONAL: if/when s/he does it

PREVERB —
PREFIXES —
ATION PREFIX H
CONJUGATION PR yes : @Cp‘ na ,ga ga
CLASSIFIER i ' @-, da-, sa-, s-, la-, 1-, sha-, sh-
cvvn
open — cwv .
(aa/oo~ei)
. cvvn
fading — cwv" .
STEM VARIATION (aa/oo~ei)
closed low — cvvc ieve
closed high — cvvc feve
glottalized — cvvc’ feve
SUFFIXES conditional + relative -n + -i

4



Understanding Tlingit Verbs

Stem Variation

OPEN ROOTS
Cvv cvvt
(%] NA, GA, GA (%) NA, GA, GA
progressive , , ’ : ,
. : cvv-n cvv-n cvv-n | cvv-n
imperfectives
perfective (+) cov i cw cvv cvv
perfective () cv : (9% cv cv
imperative cv/cevv i cv cv [ cov cv
perfective p , , :
habituals cvv-ych cvv-ch cvv-ych | cvv-ch
future (+) cv cvv cvv cvv
future (-) cvv : cvv cvv cvv
hortative cvv [ cvy i cvv cvv [ cvv cvV
repetitive , , :
. . CVV-X cvv-{k,ch} cvwx i cvv-{kch}
imperfective
potentials cov [ cvy i cvv cvv | cvv cvv
conditional cvv-ni ¢ cvv-ni cvv-ni cvv-ni
CLOSED ROOTS
cvve cive cive
%) NA, GA, GA %) NA, GA, GA %) NA, GA, GA
progressive , , , H , ) )
. . cve cve cve i cve cve cve
imperfectives
perfective (+) cve 1 cvve cve cvve cve 1 cvve
perfective (-) cvwve i cvve cvve cvve cwve i cvvc
imperative cve 1 cvve cve cvve cve 1 cvve
perfective cve-ch / , cve-ch / , cvc’-ch / .,
habitual cve-ch i cve-ch . cvc’-ch
abituals cvve-ch cvve-ch cvvc’-ch

future (+) cvve i cvve cvve cvve cvve i cvvc
future (-) cvve i cvve cvve cvve cwve i cvvc

. , Ly , cve’ / .
hortative cve | evve cvve cve | cvve cvve . cvve

cvve

repetitive , cve- ) cve- ., cvc-
. . cve-x cve-x cve-x
imperfective = {k,ch} {k,ch} = {k,ch}
potentials cve/cvve i cvve cve [ cvve cvve cve [cvve ! cvve
conditional cve-ni ¢ cve-ni cve-ni cvc’-ni cvc-ni :  cvc’-ni
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