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This handbook is a summary of various aspects of Tlingit grammar and grammatical analysis
in tabular and graphical form. It is abstracted from work by Naish and Story (1966, 1972, 1973,
etc.), Leer (1978, 1991, etc.), Cable (2008, 2010, etc.), and from my own research. The tables and
figures are identical with those in my Basics of Tlingit Verbal Structure manuscript, with the
exact same files used to produce both.

The tables here aim to be comprehensive for all Tlingit dialects except where they are ex-

plicitly noted to be specific for a single dialect. Where space is limited, dialect-specific forms

are indicated with a subscript uppercase letter: xy Tongass Tlingit, xs Southern Tlingit (but xs Sfx. Stem Pg. Root Stem meaning
Sanya Tlingit versus xy Henya Tlingit when the two are distinct), xy Northern Tlingit, xg Tran- giigu gitk have ear or loop
sitional Tlingit (Wrangell, Kake, etc.), xg Gulf Coast Tlingit (Yakutat, Dry Bay, etc.), x; Inland geiwit o gei? dipnet
Tlingit. Lack of dialect specification indicates that an element is either identical in all dialects PV s
. o . -( jini S66:54 jin, have arms or sleeves
(except for certain details like variable vowel length) or that the element has only been docu- , .
di h lingi lingit f . di 7 " koodzi 320 kootl?  be amazing, awesome
mented in Northern Tlingit. Tongass Tlingit forms are often presented in opposition to forms Peedi S66:54 leet, have a tail or handle
which are identical in all the other dialects, in which case the latter forms are left unmarked. , h .
L . saayi 301 saay ave an important name
In many cases only Northern forms are presented, this is done purely for concision. MY .
tleilk’ii 310 make string figures
The Tongass dialect has only been published in an orthographic form once (Williams, g ,
X'oosi x'00s,  have feet or legs

Williams & Leer 1978). That system depends on distinguishing the vowels VV‘ and VV” from
ordinary VV, a difficult reading requirement. The revised orthography used here is based on s'doshkw 303 pinch with fingers and thumb
the Revised Popular orthography with adaptations from Michael Krauss’s Eyak orthography tlékwk 31 tleikw 7 be greedy, eat fast, eat like a pig
which has a similar vowel system. Thus VVA is used for prior VV* and VV” for prior VV". Leer’s -k tlinkw 312 tloon  murmur, grumble (< REP)
use of V* in transcription has been converted to VVh as well. Since £ cannot occur at the xwdchk 328 xwaach be paralyzed by sickness
end of a syllable in Tlingit this system is unambiguous. Note however that the old Naish- kdchk 336 kaach  belame, limp
Story system used £ for single-letter vowels at the end of words, though this did not indicate adch % .

) . (d)eh’ geigdc 332 geik swing
a different length or quality. séewch’akw S66:56 seew, tasteless, rain-flavoured

Southern Tlingit has never been written extensively in an orthography that preserves its

tone distinctions. The system used here is adapted from the Revised Popular orthography. It -dl’ néegwdl’ 280 paint; make jam, preserve fruit
represents falling tone as an acute accent on the first letter and a grave accent on the second -gdkw  seigdkw 300 saa, regain breath, get one’s wind back
letter of long vowels, i.e. VV, which is conceptually a sequence of high and low tones. -nds kéends 334 kei; in-law property exchange

This document has been designed to be printed and bound as a pocketbook so it can be -nds’ xaands’ 334  xaay travel by raft
easily carried everywhere. The ideal format is two logical pages per printed page (“2 up”), dou- -’ tléekdt’  3n tleen ?  thread stick through to stiffen
ble sided, folded in half widthwise and stapled along the fold. To keep the printed form small, -x ch’dch’x 307  ch'aach’ bespotted (inanimate) (< REP)

there is no discussion other than what is presented in the tables. For detailed descriptions of . o . .
. o ) Table 55: Even more verbs with —2 derivational suffixes in Naish & Story 1973. x,, noun.
the tables here see my Basics of Tlingit Verbal Structure manuscript.

This is a living document. Contributions are welcome and encouraged.
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Dene—Yeniseian?

Yeniseian Na-Dene (Ath.—Eyak-Tlingit)

NG T T

Northern Southern  Tlingit Dene-Eyak (Ath.-Eyak)

VAN Py

Suffix  Name Gloss  Meaning

-dan restorative REST  restore previous state

-xaa  amissive MIss  miss the target of action
-akw  deprivative DEPRV remove, deprive, lacking

-aa play pLAY  playing, pretending

Jjaa radiative? RAD  give off something? (<? -ch + -aa)
-shdn intensive ? INTNS intensifies meaning? (<? -dn)
-k excessive ?  EXCES too much?

- property PPTY  have, have the property of

-k ? UNK  unknown

-(d)ch’ ? UNK  unknown

-al’ ? UNK  unknown

-gakw ? UNK  unknown

nds  ? UNK  unknown

-nds’? UNK  unknown

-at’ ? UNK  unknown

x ? UNK  unknown

Table 52: Derivational suffixes (-2).

Sfx. Stem Pg.  Root  Stem meaning

Ket Kott Eyak Dene (Athabask
Yugh Assan ya (Athabaskan)
Arin \7
Pumpokol Northern ~ Southern Pacific Coast
Koyukon Navajo Tolowa
Dena’ina Jicarilla Tututni
Slave Pl. Apache Hupa
Carrier ~ Chiricahua  Mattole
Figure 2: Tlingit’s family tree.
Southern
Tongass Northern Leer g1 Translation
Sanya Henya
V ta V ot V ot vV td td sleep
V  takaa’ V  tdkda V  takda V  takda taqd’ sleeping man
Vb shaah Vi shaa Vi shaa Vi shaa $a‘ mountain
VER aahn ViR aan ViR aan Vi aan an land, town
V?  kaa’ VW kda VW kda V:  kda qd’ man
Vi aa Vi da Vi da Vi da d- lake
ViR jeehwaan VVR yeewdan VVR yeewddan ViR yeewdan jiwdn you (pl.)
Vi haa V:  haa V:  haa Vi haa ha us, our
VIR x'aan ViR x'aan ViR x'aan ViR x’aan X'an  anger

Table 1: Suprasegmental correspondences between dialects. R = sonorant.

w

haandn 274 haan (sg.) restore confidence by reelection
naagdn 284 naak (pl.) restore confidence by reelection

-dn taandn 292 taan reconsider; reset bone/joint
xeexdn 325 xeex be restored to normality; become normal
xeendn 338 xeen get back into joint by itself

.Unxaa 270 .oon  miss target when shooting

Vdchxaa 296 t'aach miss target when slapping

dzéixaa 296 dzoo miss target when throwing round object
-xaa shdtxaa 309 shaat miss target when grabbing something

gwidlxaa 319 gwaal miss target when punching with fist

k'ishxaa 337 k'eesh miss target when hitting with stick

xichxaa 341 xeech miss target when hitting with stick

Table 53: Some verbs with —2 derivational suffixes in Naish & Story 1973.
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shortV long V: glottalized V? fading vt
fat. ctr. bck. fat. ctr. bek fut. ctr bek.  fut.  ctr bk

high i u ee oo ee 00" eeh ooh
mid e ei ei’ eih
low a aa aa’ aah

Table 5: Tongass Tlingit vowel inventory in orthographic representation.

falling VV (V2)

front centre back

2
00

-

high  é
mid  é

—_

low 4a

Table 6: Southern Tlingit falling tone vowels.

nouns
>
unpossessable possessable
| T
names msmmmﬁmzm alienable
body kinship relational alienated other
parts terms nouns nouns nouns

Figure 3: Noun possession types.

consonant final vowel final

+round -round +round -round

7

low - - -wi -yi
high  -u -i -wu -yi

Table 7: Allomorphs of the possessive suffix -jii. The labels describe the presuffix syllable.

Epimode Clause type
Decessive  Prohib.-Opt. Subord. Relative

Mode

Declarative modes
imperfectives

+
I+
I+
I+

perfectives

H+
I+
I+
I+

future

+
I
+
+

H
|
|

H+

potential
habitual*
realizational - - _ _

+
I
+
1+

Deontic modes
imperative® - - - -
hortative* - -

H+
|

admonitive - - - -

Circumstantial modes
consecutive - - (+) -
conditional - -

~ o+ +
I

contingent - -

Composite modes with auxiliaries

imperfective habitual - - + +
imperfective consecutive - - - -
imperfective conditional - - - -
imperfective contingent - - - -
future habitual + - + +

future consecutive - - _ _
future conditional - - _ _
future contingent - - _ _

Table 50: Combinations of modes with epimode and clause type suffixes.

42




9 ji4
*(b19 :6861 19977 WOL) s[eUONIAII(] :6 9[qBL,
=xny — apxny — punoiSe
=xny — apxny — 9SI9AI Yoeq
— — apuvpb ~ apupb uvpb apIsino
=pou — appou J1ou apisur
=unf{ — apvy(ip ppAlp  9PIS IO ‘SSOIIE
=ypop poubop apyvp a9y19p uado ‘eas 03 3n0
=unf — apupf{ upf aI0YSE B
=§0o ~ =31a vowh opiy ) 210s 0] UMOP ‘Tepouwr-vb v+ pue uonedn[uod-vh L+ ypim suonoeryuod xyaid ureyiioN :6¢ s[qer,
=op ooutbop i yovp p104s wioy dn BESMYAD ESMYAD  DESMYAD BDX00SAD 1DX00SAD (-g)-eS-n-eS-AD 2uou/S
B i 2] 09 P91 LTS WIEONSUMOP BEMYAD  BRMOAD  DBSIMWIAD BDPIMOAD DBIMWAD -eXeSneSAD)  ost
— vo({)uvvu apupu  29yvoU yIou ‘wreansdn
=10  pousaf(ip) apw(ip)  224(1p) MO[aq UMOP eedAD  edAD  DedAD  eoxeSaD  xeSAD  (-p)-eS-eS-AD ouou/E
=py  vousay(ip) apuy(p)  aay(1p) anoqe dn EMNPXESAD TPXeSAD DNpXESAD — oupxesyy  -np-ed-eS-AD  Hant
foofxeSAD  1AXeSAD DUXESAD eDUXESAD IDUXESAD  -1fes-eSAD  1de
Q42424  DDU- UONIAI(T p- 20Dy unon e bvaU wmvaU wawgu wuwvaU G%VSU .me-mm.\wu o5z
emmIXeSAN) 001XBSAD DOOIKESAD) BHMIXESAD THMXESA)  -m-e3-eS-pA0 1dt
'suonisodisod pue soxigns asey) :§ d[qeL BePAD  BPIAD OPIAD  BOBPIAD  IDBPAD  -eX-es-edAD st
- veSoo8  eS008 —  eo%oo§  1)%008  (-p)-v8-n-eS auou/t
ey} SS9 2AB[QNS  SSI[ uzy N N ) i . 2
we sxour sanepadns s1ow Epuvnd eejoo3  ej003 Des003  eHejo03  1HEesj0od -eX-e3-n-e§  9sI
puryaq Suraes| ‘woy Aeme PADE[D IVIE  Fpu veses eges neses eDxes 1pxes (-0)-eS-e8 auou/t
Suppoe] ‘gnoynm onlssaqe sagv 7006 emnpkeS  np%eS  HnpxeS —  npxes -np-eS-e§  HaNI
Sunygeuaq “0j 9ATIORJOUDq  NAL sl Koafxes 1Axes Duxes  epifxes 1D14xe3 158888 Tae
03 IBJIWIIS ‘SB ‘NI OADB[IWIS  INIS id efides 9a3e3 09383 enies 1n13es -e3-e§  osz
aseryd aA1IEO0] SS9[qIaA 93edIpard 9AIIEI0] dDOT n- eMmIXes  00jke3  DOooIXes  eDmIXES  1JnyXkes -B-mm-wm 1d1
Surfuedwoooe ‘yim ‘Suore 9ATJBIIIOD WOD  Udd] eeyes eses Desed EDENes 10ees -e%-e3-¢3 st
se uoos se ‘Sursn ‘yim [eIUSWUNISUT  ISNI u- -ef -9 -eD~-D -eD 1D
10j I93ye ‘4q 9noqe ‘punore QAISSOpE  sHAV cw&_u adys 1arfissvp) saxifoug  lqns
ssoxoe ‘Surmp ‘e1a 4q ‘Suore oaneprad Tymd  Xpu-
JO In0 ‘woy aAIRIqR T4V XDpP-
JOo IouueW ‘[IUN ‘pIEMO) ‘03 aAnR[[e  TIV ap-
Surureouod o urioj ‘Sunoeiuod jueSuntad ryad X-
jutod e punoze 9urod e 03 qurod e je remound  IoNd 7-
Aq ‘ur ‘uo 9e 9ATIBD0[  DOT X
Q19 aAnIsuen Jo 303[qns aAneSe  oud Yyo-
buguvapy QWDN  WqQy WO




—daa around, about
—daagaanyaa outcast, excluded
—daakd around outside surface
—daakashii detriment of, expense of
—daat about, regarding
—daséix’ out of reach

—dayéen facing

—déin vicinity

—déinndx right way, properly
~digiygé middle of

—dook close by, alongside
—dziik back, right behind

—eet{ remains, imprint

—géide against, opposing, wrong
—gukdax’ speaking clearly
—guyee area at base, foot

—gei between folds

|.%e9_ lacking, without
|.m~:=&§n» separate, apart from
it after, following

—jee possession

—jigda enough, adequate

—jigei inside bend, curve

\\N..\& in the way, attainable
—jikin not enough

—jindk taking away, depriving
—jis for having (—jiyis)

—jixooni working with, pitching in
—jiyee ready to be used

—jiyeet burdened by, suffering
—ji.een working with, helping
—kd horizontal surface

—kdax’ depending on, based on
—kagé meeting

—kakdn vantage point

—kayaa sort of like, not quite
—kayee pattern, model, template
—kat’dot’ partway up inside
—kayis forit

—keek along with

—keekd across from, facing

—kik alongside, catching up
—kikndx in addition

—kindak above

—kookd paralelling, reminding
—kujin motivated by

—k’l base (standing)

—kin too little, not enough
—kdox’ amidst crowd

—li nose, point

—lukaax hurry, spur of moment
—ndk leaving behind, away
—niyis preparation for (time)
-nijaa direction

-nda draped over

—shakée top, above

—shd head

—shagdon source, origin, fundament
—shit end, tip

—shukd front, ahead

—sdox ready, hurry, early for
—tdak bottom (cavity)

—tadaa exterior bottom

—takd inside bottom

—tawdn right next to, up close
—tayee underneath, below
—téok bottom (sitting)

—téogaa pleasing, like wanted
—tii inside (hollow obj.)

—tuwdx’ opinion, feeling

—tukin not meeting expectations
—tukyee below outlet, low lying area
—tushuyee in contrition, deference
—t'aak beside

—teinyaa inside (lining)

—t'ikd past, outskirts

—t'dak behind, inland

—t'aak beside, alongside

~t’éik behind

-wdn edge

—wanyda apart from
—wanyeedé set aside, hidden
—wakdaséix’ hidden from view
-wakgda pleasing to see
\sﬁw.\& blocking view
—-wakkdx’ plainly, obviously
-wakndx leaving vision
—wakshiyee visible, before eyes
—-wakshii avoiding vision of
—-wakyik middle of clearing
—x’aan tip, top (branch)

—X00 among

—xdn near

-x’dak between

—x'adaséix’ out of eating/speaking
—x’ajihéen disgusted by speech
—x’akin not enough to eat
—x’andk taking away food
—x’ashit avoiding talking with
—x’at’aak verbal support
—x’ax’aa brink, edge

—x’ayee waiting to eat/speak
—x’é mouth

—x’éigaa good to eat, good words
—x’éis to eat (—x’eiyis)

—yik inside (shallow obj.)

—yd face, vertical surface
—ydandx too much

—yat'éik behind his back

—yaxoo among faces

—Jayee waiting for

—yayis anticipating

—ya.dak room, space, opportunity
—yee below, inside (bldg.)
—Jeegda waiting for

\u.::mmn covering

—yuwaa missing, avoiding; belly
—yuwaakd back and forth between

Table 10: Commonly encountered relational nouns.

Classifier shape

Subj.  Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C-~Ca- 0- ya-
1SG ga-ga-xa- kaakaCi kaakaCa kaakaC kaaka kaaka
1PL wm.wm.g. gaaxtuCi  gaaxtuCa  gaaxtooC  gaaxtoo  gaaxtuwa
258G wm.wm.m- wmmmmnm wmmmﬁm wmmmmmn wmmmmm wmmm@m
2PL wm.wm.ﬁ. memamg wmmw&xnm wmmuwﬁn Wmmwﬁ Wmmm%mmw
IND.H wm.wm.m:. Wmmwacnw — wmmwmm:n Wmmwm: Wmmwazém
3/none wm-wm-@.v Wmmmnw gaaxCa wmmmmn Wmmmm Wmmmwm
1SG u-ga-ga-xa- kwaakaCi kwaakaCa kwaakaC kwaaka kwaakaa
3/none z-wm-wm-g-v gwaaxCi gwaaxCa  gwaagaC =~ gwaaga  gwaagaa
18G CV-ga-ga-xa- CVkaakaCi CVkaakaCa CVkaakaC CVkaaka CVkaakaa
1PL n<.wm-wm-E- CVgaaxtuCi CVgaaxtuCa CVgaaxtooC CVgaaxtoo CVgaaxtuwa
28G n<.wm-wm-m- gwmmmﬁm n<wmmmﬁm O<Wmmmmmo gwmmmom gwmmm%m
2PL n<.Wm-wm.ﬁ- gwmmwﬁnm n<wmmmam0m O<Wmmwﬁn n<wmmmam gwmmwwoow
IND.H n<.wm-wm-m:- o<wmmw&59 — CVgaaxduC gwmmwm: gwmmw&:ém
3/none n<.wm-wm-€-v O<wmmMQ CVgaaxCa O<wmmmmn gwmmmm O<wmmmmm
1SG CV-u-ga-ga-xa- CUikaakaCi CU:kaakaCa CU:kaakaC CU:kaaka CU:kaakaa
3/none n<.:-wm-wm-€-v CU:gaaxCi CU:gaaxCa CU:gaagaaC CU:gaaga CU:gaagaa
1SG n<.oo..mm..mm.wm- n:wwmwmnw n:wwmwmnm O:_.A.mmw.mn n:wwmww n:wwmw.mm
3/none n<.oo-wm-wm.§-v CugaagaCi CugaagaCa CugaagaC Cugaaga Cugaagaa

Table 48: Northern prefix contractions with +5 ga-conjugation and +4 ga-modal. U: repre-
sents oo if Vis a, or lengthened V otherwise.
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Form Meaning Compare
aak’é _ good, well Vk’éi ‘good’
aatlein _ much, lots _tlein ‘big’
ch’dagu - old, ancient ch’dakw ‘long ago’
kda _ male, he- kda ‘man’ Subi Prefixes Classifier shape
kiindx _ very, actual, real ki-ndx ‘AREAL-PERL'? % Ci- Ca- C-~Ca 0- ya-
< hustin giant, monstrous ku-cL[+D,s]-Vtin? -
m Lingit _ Tlingit, traditional Lingit ‘Tlingit’ 18G 0-ga-xa- kaCi ) kaCa kaC ka kaa
S sheech_ female, she- 1PL 0-ga-tu- gatuCi  gatuCa  gatooC  gatoo  gatuwa
% shéogu — first, initial —shi ‘end, tip’ 286G M.mm.ﬂ mﬂmﬂn. m_mm mmw.on mmw md.\w B
tatgéiji - of yesterday tatgé ‘yesterday’ 1PL s-mm.v%. mmM ~n gayta mmM_ . mmw mmmmm%
té _ stone, rock té ‘stone, rock’ INDH  {-ga-du- ga c L= gadu gadu  gaduwa
tlagu(wu) — ancient, forever tlaagdo legend’ 3/none 0-ga-(0-) gaCi o gaC ga gaa
tleitdkw - pure Vitlen ‘dirty’, Vel'it ‘trash’ 1SG u-p-ga-xa- kwaCi  kwaCa  kwaC kwa kwaa
Jyées new, young 3/none u-9-ga-(0-) gwaCi  gwaCa  gwaC gwa gwaa
-kwdt’  round, eggshaped  k'wit‘egg’ 156 CV-0-gaxa-  CVkaCi CVkaCa CVkaC CVka CVkaa
-kdatl’  thin and flat k'dach’‘ribbon kelp' 1PL  CV-0gatu-  CVxtuCi CVxtuCa CVxtooC CVxtoo CVxtuwa
- lélk soft, pliable Vel ‘lax, flabby’? 26 CV-0-gadi- CVgiCi  CVgiCa CVgeeC CVgee CVgija
- sdkw future, to be, for L CV-0-gai- CVxjiCi CVxjiCa CVxjiC CVxji  CVxjeey
- shaan old, elderly Vshan ‘old IND.H - CV-f-ga-du- CVxduCi — CVxduC CVxdu CVxduwa
- -shisk raw Vshis’k™ ‘raw 3/none  CV-0-ga-(0-) CvxCi  CVxCa CVgaC CVga CVgaa
g _witl fat (animal) Vtet!’ ‘fat (animal) ) . i} ) )
£ _tdoch fresh (fish) Vituch ‘fresh caught 1SG CV-u-f-gaxa- CUkaCi CUkaCa CUkaC CUka CUkaa
S 15 oae? Pian? € . i [none CV-u-f-ga-(0- CUxCi CUixxCa CU:gaC CUiga CU:gaa
S _téex hard Vtix’ ‘hard; frozen 3 g g g g
£ ein large, big Vila ‘stout’ 15G CV-00-0-ga-xa- CukaCi CukaCa CukaC  Cuka  Cukaa
Hénx' large, big (pl.) _tlein ‘big 3/none CV-00-f-ga-(0-) CuxCi  CuxCa  CugaC  Cuga  Cugaa
- xook m.?.mimm %«:» ‘dry’ _ Table 46: Northern prefix contractions with +5 ¢-conjugation and +4 ga-modal. U: represents
- S\ES similar, fake o ﬁw resemble 00 if Vis a, or lengthened V otherwise.
_yadi small, little, childlike ~ —jjdt ‘child’
_yéeyji past, former, ex- Jee ‘time’?
_yéis’ dark, dusky, immature jiéis’ ‘black stone’
Table 12: Prenominal and postnominal adjectives. _ is the host noun.
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Valence category

o~
-

transitive

subject intransitive (unergative)
object intransitive (unaccusative)

impersonal

object intransitive + thematic S
subject intransitive + thematic O
impersonal + thematic S
impersonal + thematic O
impersonal + thematic S & O

transitive + obligatory PP

+

subject intransitive + obligatory PP +

object intransitive + obligatory PP
impersonal + obligatory PP

?

NN N N

H + B H =+ K+ W

H

+ o+ o+ o+

+ o+ o+ o+ o+

Table 14: Valency of Tlingit verbs. +: required present, —: required absent, +: optional, x: the-

matic (lexically specified and nonreferential)

11

Classifier shape

Subj.  Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C-~Ca- 0- ya-
1SG ga-xa- kaCi kaCa kaC ka kaa
1PL wm.e. gatuCi  gatuCa  gatooC gatoo  gatuwa
258G wm.m. %Q wmnm wmmn Wmm wavm
1PL Wm.wx. wm%nm W&Vnm wmﬁn wmw wmwmmw
IND.H Wm.m:. wm&:nm — wmmcn ww&: Wmmcém
3/none W&-E.v wmQ — wmn ww wmm
18G u-ga-xa- kwaCi kwaCa  kwaC kwa kwaa
3/none z.wm-@-v gwaCi  gwaCa  gwaC gwa gwaa
185G CV-ga-xa- CVkaCi CVkaCa CVkaC CVka  CVkaa
1PL g.wm.ﬁ:- CVxtuCi CVxtuCa CVxtooC CVxtoo CVxtuwa
28G g.wm-m- CVgiCi  CVgiCa CVgeeC CVgee CVgijya
wL  CV-gai- CVxjiCi CVxjiCa CVxjiC CVxji  CVxjeey
IND.H g.wm.m:- CVxduCi — CVxduC CVxdu CVxduwa
3/none g.wm.@-v CVxCi CVxCa CVgaC CVga CVgaa
1SG CV-u-ga-xa- CUkkaCi CUikaCa CU:kaC CUika CUikaa
3/none g.c.wm-g-v CUxCi CUixCa CU:gaC CU:ga CU:gaa
1SG g.oommm.wm. CukaCi CukaCa n:w.mn n:ww ncwwm
3/none g.oo-wm.@-v CuxCi CuxCa  CugaC  Cuga  Cugaa

Table 44: Northern prefix contractions with +5 ga-conjugation. U: represents oo if V is a, or
lengthened V otherwise.
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Position Affixes

proclitics

suffixes

enclitics

+18
+17 F

+16
+15
+14
+13
+12

+11

N-x’, N-{¢, x, dé}, N-ndx, N-ddx, N x’é-’, N dasé-’, N m::@.ﬂu N eetéendy, ...

gunayéi~gunéi=, da=, shdo=, héeni=, gdgi=, éegi=, daagi=

N«:Nﬂ u:t.mﬂ yaax=, héenx=, ux=, kwdakx=, v\m&mﬂﬂ u.\.an:‘ﬁ?v.\.nmw:@an
yan*=, neil*=, haa*=, y6o*=, kux*=, kux;*=

kei~keihy=, yei~yeihr=, yeik~jeeks~eehkr=, daak~daahkr=, daak~daahkr=
Yéi~yeihr= ‘thus) ydo~yoor= QUOT

yaa~yaahy= MENT

Yyaa~jaahy= ‘along’, yoo~yoohr= ALT

woosh= RECIP, dax= DISTB

has= ~ s- ~ as=7 PL

xat~ax-, haa~haahr-, i-, yi-, a~0-, ash-, kaa~ku-, at-, aa-, sh~0-

ku- AREAL

yaan-, shakux-, jata-, x’asakw-, gax-, xee~xei-, kee~kei-, yee~yei-, l'il’-,
kanik-, yaka-, saa-, aan-, naa-, sha. axw-, yakw-, hin-, lux’-, has’-, luk-
ji-, X'e~x'a-, k'a-, tu-, sha-, shu-, lu-, se~sa-, xa-, gu-, ta-, daa-, xo0-, xan-,
X'aa-, t'éi-, t'aa-, yik-, yee-, ki-, gin-, xi-, s’aan-, lidix’, wak-, s'ak-, x'us-,
s’ee-, duk-, laka-, tl'ik-, keey-, toox’-, x'atu-, tukx’e~tuk’e-, daa.it-, tax’-
ya- VSFC

ka- HSFC

ga- SBEN

ga- GCNJ

u-, w-, 0o- (all IRR)

0- ZCNJ, na- NCNJ, ga- GCNJ

Ju- PFV, u- ZPFV, .Q.n- GMOD

daga~dax- DISTB

xa- 1SG.S, tu- 1PLS, i- 25G.S, Yi- 2PLS, 0- 3.8, du- 30BV.S, du- INDH.S

cL[D, S, 1]:D € {+p,-p},S € {0,s,,sh},1 € {+1,-1}

Vroot (CVC, CVC, CV'C, CV, CVY, invar.)

-, -1, -h, -n, -y (all vaR)

-dn, -shdn, -ch, -dkw, -aa, -xaa, -yi, -ee, -k, -al'~ch’al’, -k, -nas, -nds’, -kdat’
-k REP, -x REP, -ch REP, -t ICT.REP, -x’ PL, -t’ PL, -8’ SER, -/’ SER

-ch HAB, -(n)ée~(n)eehr COND, -in CTNG

-een~eehnr DEC, -eek~eehkr~k PHIB/OPT

-ée~eeht SUB, -i REL

=ndoky~néekwsg~neekwr, =noochy~nukchg~neechsg;~neehchr, =noojeeny
~neejeensy~'neehjihny, =nikneex~nikwnee~nikwnisg~nikwneehr,
=ganiiguny~ganigun;~ganikws~ganikwy

Table 16: Verb morphemes.
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Classifier shape

Subj. Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C-~Ca- 0- ya-
1SG 0-xa- xaCi xaCa xaC xa xaa
1PL 0-tu- tuCi tuCa tooC too tuwa
28G 0-i- iCi iCa eeC ee iya
2PL 0-yi- yiCi yeejCa  yiC i jeey
INDH  §-du- duCi — duC du duwa
3/none  0-(0-) Ci Ca iC 0 ya

xwaCi xwaCa xwa xwaa
1SG u-f-xa- ) xwaC

uxCi uxCa uxa uxaa
3/none  u-0-(0-) uCi — uC u uwa

— — uduC udu —
INDH  u-f-du- . . duC du .
18G CV-0-xa- CVxCi CvxCa CVxaC CVxa CVxaa
1PL CV-0-tu- CVtuCi CVtuCa CVtooC CVtoo CVtuwa
28G CV-0-i- CeeCi CeeCa  CeeC Cee Ceeja
2PL CV-0-jji- CVyeejCi CV§Ca  CV§iC CVy CVyeej
INDH  CV-0-du- CVduCi — CVduC CVdu CVduwa
3/none  CV-0-(0-) CVCi CVCa CvC Ccv CVya
3/none  ka-0-(0-) kaCi kaCa kaC ka kaa
3/none CV-ka-§-(0-) CVkCi CVkCa CVkaC CVka CVkaa
18G CV-u-0-xa- CU:xCi CUxCa CUixxaC CU:xa CU:xaa
3/none CV-u-0-(0-) CU:Ci CU:Ca CU:C CU: CU:ya

— — CU:duC CUdu —
INDH - CV-u-f-du- ¢ . CVduC  CVdu  —
18G CV-00-0-xa- CuxCi CuxCa  CuxaC Cuxa Cuxaa
3/none  CV-00-0-(9-) CooCi CooCa  CooC Coo Cuwa
3/none  CV-w-0-(0-) CuCi CuCa CuC Cu Coo

Table 42: Northern prefix contractions with +5 f-conjugation. U: represents oo if V is a, or
lengthened V otherwise.
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W Preverb Gloss 5 Description
gunayéi~gunéi~gun(ay)ei’r  INCEP @ inceptive: beginning, starting
mazaax ) ) LOC — locative: there
da~aa’y (+jax) ROT ¢ rotatory: turning over

. shéo~shoo’r (+jax) ADROT @ adrotatory: turning over endwise
héeni~heenir INAQ @ inaquative: into water
gagi ABUMB @ abumbrative: from shadow into open
éegi~eegir ABSILV 0 absilvative: from woods to shore
ddagi~daagir ABAQ @ abaquative: from water to shore
kut (kut~kawt) ERR  ga errative: astray, lost, excessively (-t)
yan, jax, ydnde CPLTV @ completive: completing, finishing (- *)
yux out  na outside (-x)
yaax~yaahxy INVEH ga invehicular: into vehicle (-x)

E2 héenx~heenxy INAQ wm inaquative: into water (-x)
ux (+ kei~keihr) UNcTL 0 uncontrolled: blindly, out of control (-x)
kwdakx (+ daak~daahkr) wrong 0 by mistake, wrongly (-x)
yetx~yedaxr INIT 0 initial: starting off, taking off (-ddx)
Yyanax~jaahnaxr under ga underground (-ndx)
yan, jax, yande~jandeihy shore @ abmarine: ashore, onto ground, resting
neil(t), neilx, neildé~neihldeir home @ inside, homeward, into building
haat, haax, haadé~haahndeir here 0 here, this way, toward speaker

o yoot, ydox, yéode~yoodeihr ~ hence 0 hence, away, off (indefinite location)
kux, *kuxx, kiixde~kuxdeihy ~ REV 0 revertive: aback, reversed direction
kuxy, kuxx, kiixde; AGRND 0 aground, into shallow water (IT only)
kei~keihy up @ upward
yei~yeihy down @ downward, out of vehicle
Jeik~yééks~eehkr ADLIT  ( adlitoral: down to shore, beachward

D daak~ddaks~daahky ABLIT 0 ablitoral: inland from shore, back from

open, off of fire
daak~ddaks~daahky ADMAR 0 admarine: seaward, into open, falling
from sky, onto fire

c Yyéi~yei'r~yeiht thus — manner: thus, so (yeihir= is thematic)
y60~yoor QUOT — quotation

B jaa~ja-~yaahy MENT — mental state or activity

A y00~yoohr ALT 0 alternating: back and forth, to and fro
yaa~jaahy along na along, down, obliquely, progressive

Table 17: Preverbs (+17).
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Classifier shape

Subj.  Prefixes

Ci- Ca- C-~Ca-  0- ya-
1SG ju-xa- xwaCi xwaCa xwaC xwa xwaa
1PL yu-tu- wutuCi  wutuCa  wutooC  wutoo  wutuwa
286 jui- §iCi §iCa §iC yi jiee
256 udi- yiCi jiCa §iC yi ija
2PL ju-yi- yeeyCi jeeCa jeeyC yeey yeey
INDH  ju-du- wuduCi — wuduC  wudu  wuduwa
3/none  ju-(0-) wuCi — wuC wu W00
3/none u-(0-) wuCi — wuC wu uwa
1SG CViuxa- CVxwCi CVxwaCa CVxwaC CVxwa CVxwaa
1PL CViu-tu- CVwtuCi CVwtuCa CVwtooC CVwtoo CVwtuwa
28G CViu-i-  CVyCi CVjCa CVyiC CVyii Ceeya
2PL CVjuyi- CVyeejCi CVyeejCa CVjeejC CVieej CViyeejy
IND.H  CVju-du- CVwduCi — CVwduC CVwdu CVwduwa
3/none CV-ju-(0-) CVwCi — CvwuC CVwu CViwa
3/none CV-u-(0-) CU:Ci — CU:C CU: CU:wa

Table g0: Northern Tlingit prefix contractions with +4 perfective ju- or u-.

Vis a, or lengthened V otherwise.
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Prefix

Source noun

yaan~jaahnr-
shakux-

yata-

x’asakw-

gax-

w&.zz xeesp~xeehr-
kein~keesr~keehr-
yein~"yeesp~jieehr-
lit-

kanik-

kayik-

yaka-

saa~saahr-
aan~aahny-
naa~naahy-
sha.axw-

yakw-

hin-

lux’-

has’-

luk-

kei-

yaan ‘hunger’

shakoox~shakuhxr ‘thirst’

—yd ‘face’? ja- classifier? + td ‘sleep’
x’aséikw ‘breath, life’

gax ‘crying, weeping), Vgax ‘cry’

xee ‘dusk, shadow’ (cf. shaa xeiy/ ‘mtn. shadow’)
kee ‘dawn’ (cf. kee.d ‘dawn’, keex’é ‘daybreak’)
yee ‘time’ (cf. yeeddt ‘moment’)

Uéel’ ‘feces, VUil’ ‘defecate’

kaneek~kaneehkr ‘report, news’

kayéik ‘noise’

yakd ‘curse, reproach, rebuke’

saa ‘name’

aan ‘land, town, settlement’

naa ‘clan, nation, people’

sha.aaxw bundle’

yaakw~yahkwr ‘canoe, boat’
héeny~hééng~heeny ‘fresh water, river, stream’
ldox’ ‘urine’, Vlux’ ‘urinate’

hdas’ ‘vomit, Vhas’ ‘vomit’

Vluk ‘sip’

Vk'éi" ‘good’

Table 19:

Alienable incorporated nouns (+12).
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+14 .. +6  +5 +4 +3 +2

na-
#mm-
%mm-

wwﬂn

daga-
du-

[+D]

Table 37: Verb prefixes that cause deletion of the classifier a vowel in non-0 series classifiers
with [-D, -1]. Deletion only occurs with ga- when it is word-initial, others may have preceding

prefixes. Deletion with du- is due to shift from [-D] to [+D].

pre-contraction prefixes

contraction prefixes

+14 413 +12 41 +l0 +9 +8 47 +6  +5 +4 +3 +2 +1
i-  ku- ji-  ya- ka- ga- ga- u- 0- Ju- xa- 0-
yi- x'a- W- na- u- tu-  ya-
a- Ka- 00- ga- ga- i- da-
ku- tu- . yi-  di-
shu- 0- sa-

lu- du-  si-

se- du-  s-

sa- dzi-

xa- la-

gu- li-

ta- I-

ki- dli-

xi- sha-

shi-

sh-

ji-

Table 38: Verb prefixes participating in prefix contraction.
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Closed roots Open roots
Stem Var. Suffix
CcvC CvC CcvC cv Cvh
n cvic  cvc cVC  CVn CVen*
= CV:C CW%C  CVC CW Cv:
§
habitual -ch (0-conj.) CV:j-ch CVzj-ch
habitual -ch (non-g) CVC ~ CVC'  CVC  CVich CVi-ch
otherwise CcV: CcV:
-h
imperative CVhC CVC  cvc cv (6%
otherwise CVh CVvh
X € .Hl\ﬂ. -X, |O\~‘ -t, |.x..- |Nw ‘m_‘ |\\Wm~0w -3
two suffixes (-kw-t) — — — — CVXX CVXX
one suffix CVCX CVCX CVCX CViX CVhX
-’ (open roots only)
no other suffix cv cv
auxiliary (hab., dec. hab., consec, ...) CVi=... CVi=...
prohibitive-optative -k CV:-k CVi-k
decessive -ee(h)n CV'jee(h)n CV'-jee(h)n
other sfxs with i~ee(h) (subord., conting,, CVh-. CVh-y...

closed plain
relative clause CvVC cve CvC

otherwise cVC  cvC cvC

* Exception: CV? stems Vni# ‘become’ and Vjia” ‘resemble’ have neen~neehny and

Jein~jeihny instead of *néen~neent and *jiéin~yjeinr.

Table 21: Stem variation system (Leer 1991:168). Stem variation realizations that define the
distinct root types are emphasized in bold. Invariable stems are excluded.
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Cls.

Derivation

Meaning

with yoo=[+I]-

na
na
na
na
na
na
na
na
na

N-x

N-dé

N-ddx

N-ndx
yux=

N-x’" yux=

N-ndk

N-gda

...-k repetitive imperfective — unbounded directed motion

moving along, lateral, horizontal
moving along N

moving toward N

moving away from N

moving by way of, through N
moving out of house

moving out of house at N
leaving N behind

going for (to obtain) N

without imperfective — unbounded undirected motion

na
na

N-t
N da

moving around N
moving around

with -ch repetitive imperfective — downward motion

ga
ga
ga
ga
ga
ga
ga
ga

yaa=
yaax=
yanax=
N-x
héen-x=
kdx sha-
N-ndx

falling (intransitive uncontrolled themes), downward
moving down (no jaa= with yei=)

embarking, getting into boat, vehicle

moving down into ground

moving down along N

moving into water

falling over, prone

moving down by way of, through N

with -ch repetitive imperfective — initiatory motion

ga
ga

N-ddx

starting off, picking up, upward
starting off or picking up from N

without imperfective — wrongly

ga

kut=

going astray, getting lost

Table 34: na-, ga- & ga-conjugation class derivation strings for motion themes.
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Modes

-n

X

-J stative imperfective, -j extensional stative imperfective,
realis 0 perfective, f-j potentials, most ¢ habituals,

-y imperatives, 0-j hortatives

-n active imperfective, -n positional imperfective, progressive,
-n stative imperfective, conditional, contingent

realis -r active imperfective, realis -: positional imperfective,
realis - stative imperfective, realizational, realis future,
admonitive, consecutive

irrealis -r active imperfective, irrealis -: positional imperfective,
-h active imperfective, -h positional imperfective,

irrealis - stative imperfective, realis -4 stative imperfective of
Vti* ‘be’, -h extensional stative imperfective, irrealis #

perfective of closed roots, non-@ perfective, irrealis future,
most potentials, some @ habituals, non-g imperatives,

some ¢ imperatives, non-¢-j hortatives

-” active imperfectives, irrealis -jj stative imperfective of open roots
irrealis -j extensional stative imperfective of open roots, irrealis
telic perfective of open roots

-k repetitive imperfective, [+1]-...-k repetitive imperfective,
yoo=|+I]-...-k repetitive imperfective, -x repetitive imperfective,
-ch repetitive imperfective, -t active (repeated) imperfective,
-x’ active (plural) imperfective, -t’ active (plural) imperfective,
-s” active (serial) imperfective, -/’ active (serial) imperfective

Table 23: Distribution of stem variation suffixes across modes.

-1 +I -1 +I

0 0  ja- da- di-

si-  s- dzi-
1 la- - - dli-

sh sha- shi- sh- ji-

S (series)
2]
»
8
.

Table 24: Classifier morphemes.
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Class Preverb Example

0 Jyaa=  aadéyaa has na.dt ‘they are walking along there’

na  jaa=  aagdayaa kunashéen ‘he is going along searching for it’
ga  yei= u§u analgwéin ‘he is wiping it’

wm kei= kei ndahdn ‘he is standing up’

Table 31: Conjugation class and progressive imperfective directional preverbs. Adapted from

Edwards 2009: 25.

Cls. Derivation

Meaning

with -4 repetitive imperfective
0 N-{t,x,dé}
Jyan= ~ jax=~ jdande=
N-x’"jan=~...
N-ndx yan=~...
yan=~... + k'i-
yan=~... + sha-
kux= ~ kuxx= ~ kiixde=
neil(t)= ~ neilx= ~ neildé=
N-x’ neil(t)=~...
haat= ~ haax= ~ haa(n)dé=
yoo-{t,x,de}=

SERSERSEIRSERSEISERSE -

with -ch repetitive imperfective
0 kei=

0 ux=kei=

0 N-x'é-x’ kei=

0 yei=

0 yeeks~yeikn~eehkr=

0 héeni=yeik=...

0 daak=

0 ddagi=daak=

0 kwdakx=daak=

0 daak=

0 kux=~ kixde= [+D]-

0 N-x’ kux=[+D]-

motion toward terminus

arriving at N, coming to N

moving ashore, to rest, completing
coming to rest at N

moving across N, to other side of N
setting up, erecting

setting up, leaning against

moving aground, into shallow water
moving inside, coming home
moving inside house at N

coming here

going away, going off somewhere

motion toward area

moving up

moving out of control, blindly, amiss
catching up with N

disembark, exit boat or other vehicle
moving down to shore

moving down into water

moving up from shore, back from open
moving further up from shore

moving by mistake, wrongly

seaward, out into open, falling from sky
reverting, returning

reverting, returning to N

Table 32: Some (-conjugation class derivation strings for motion themes.
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(44

"sapour (dAneIe[0ap) aAn0ayIadwr 9ATIR)IS-UON :SZ J[qE],

u- I- -pu-n  =49Ad SITEaLIL

u- I- -vu =d4Ad si[ear
(8urop Suoe 3urog) aarssaxdord

¥- I- -g-n =00/’ SI[BALIT

y- I+ -0 =oof’ sifear
(Sumnyeqroso ‘Suneurae) aannadai 3 aanoe y-+-[1+]=004

¥- I- -g-n SI[ealI

¥- I+ -0 si[ear
(seuras Sunreuraye) aannadar 53 aAnoe ¥---[1+]
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Mode Preverb Asp./Conj. I-Cpnt. Var. Suff
+17 +7—+4 +1 -1 -3
DECLARATIVE MODES (cont'd)
imperfectives (cont'd)
-y stative (default)
realis 0- +1 -y
irrealis
closed root CVC u-0- -1 5
open root CV u-0- -1 -
-h stative (perception, cognition, existence)
realis 0- +1 -h
irrealis
closed root CVC u-0- -1 -h
open root CV u-0- -1 -
- stative (possession, perception, cognition)
realis 0- +1 -
irrealis u-0- -1 -h
-n stative (only ‘be many’)
realis 0- +1 -n
irrealis u-0- -1 -h
-kw stative (only ‘be muddy’)
realis 0- +1 -kw
irrealis u-0- -1 -kw
stative with invariable root
realis 0- +1
irrealis u-0- -1
-h extensional stative (motion as static situation)
realis CNJ- +1 -h
irrealis U-CNJ- -1 -h
-J extensional stative (motion as static situation)
realis CNJ- +1 -y
irrealis U-CNJ- -1 -’
-k multipositional stative (be in multiple locations)
realis
closed root CVC CNJ- +1 -k
open root CV CNJ- +1 -kw-t
irrealis
closed root CVC U-CNJ- -1 -k
open root CV u-CNJ- -1 -kw-t

Mode Preverb Asp./Conj. I-Cpnt.  Var.  Suff.
+17 +7—+4 +1 -1 -3
DECLARATIVE MODES (cont'd)
perfectives (past, up to now)
f-conjugation perfective
realis yu-~u- +1 -y
irrealis
open root CV Ju-~u- -1 -
closed root CVC Ju- ~u- -1 -h
na-, ga-, ga-conjugation perfective
realis yu- +1 -h
irrealis yu- -1 -h
realizational (finally) — always realis
realis CNJ- +1
habituals (always, usually)
f-conjugation habitual
closed root CVC u-0- -1 -h~ -ch
open root CV u-0- -1 -y -ch
na-, ga-, ga-conjugation habitual CNJ- -1 -ch
Sfuture (will, going to)
realis PVB=  ga-w-ga- -1 -
irrealis PVB= ,Qm.s\.‘ma- -1 -h
potential (may, can, possible)
closed root CVC
non-decessive u-CNJ-ga- +1 -h
decessive :-oz,_..ma- -1 -h
open root CV i
non-decessive u-CNJ-ga- +1 -h
decessive u-cNj-ga- -1 -h
open root CV active ¢-j themes i
non-decessive u-f-ga- +1 -y
decessive :.&.H.mm. -1 o

Table 26: Stative imperfective (declarative) modes.
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Table 27: Non-imperfective declarative modes.
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