Creating a Tlingit Language Immersion School

Following the World Leaders in Language Revitalization
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saving Languages

An introduction to language revitalization
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The Plan ‘O ka ‘Olelo ke Ka‘a o ka Mauli

A New Hope Language is the fiber that binds us to our cultural identity

+ Alaska Native Languages as Co-official Languages
+ HB 216

+ Change Federal Law to allow rejection of standardized testing and
curriulum, and to allow all testing in target language until 11th grade

+ National Coalition of Native American Language Schools &
Programs

+ Form the Tribal Schools Program within CCTHITA

4+ Statute o8



The Plan II ‘O ka ‘Olelo ke Ka‘a o ka Mauli

The Tlingit Language Strikes Back Language is the fiber that binds us to our cultural identity

< Form the Academic Policy Committee

+ CCTHITA Executive Council appoints CCTHITA President & 1 Executive Council
Member, 3 Elder Tribal Citizens, 2 Community Members

+ 2 Staft Members and 5 Parents are elected

< Develop Tlingit Immersion Daycare & Preschool
+ Potential Partnerships: CCTHITA Head Start & Daycare, GHF Curriculum
Development
« Develop a Tribal College within the UA System
+ Certify fluent speakers as teachers

+ Develop new teachers & materials



The Plan 111 0 'ka Olela ke Ko o ka Menih

Return of the Fluent Speaker Language is the fiber that binds us to our cultural identity

+ Build it One Grade at a Time
+ Lead Teacher and Principal work with teams of elders and
teachers to develop curriculum and train future teachers
+ The big questions
+ Where to have it?
+ How many students?

+ Student housing options?
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Defining Language Endangerment

< Number of Speakers
+ Age of Speakers

% Fluency Levels

<+ Realms of Use

6 month old in Hawaiian language immersion



Intergenerational Transmission

(Krauss 1997)

the language is spoken by all generations, including all, or nearly all, of the children

the language is learned by all or most children

the language is spoken by all adults, parental age and up, but learned by few or no
children

the language is spoken by adults in their thirties and older but not by younger parents
the language is spoken only by middle-aged adults and older, in their forties and up
all speakers in their fifties or older

all speakers in their sixties or older

all speakers in their seventies or older

all speakers in their seventies or older, and fewer than 10 speakers

extinct, no speakers



Fluency Levels

5 Native Speaker
can fully speak and understand the language as a first-language learner

4  Second Language Speaker
can fully speak and understand the language as a second-language learner

3  Partial Speaker
can speak in certain situations and understand most things in the language

2  Dormant Speaker
can only speak common words and phrases, but understands most things in the language

1  Language Learner:

limited speaking and understanding ability, but actively learning

o Non-Speaker:
not currently able to speak or understand the language, but may have some familiarity with words and phrases.



Realms of Language Use

(UNESCO)
1. universal use

2. multilingual parity

3. dwindling domains

4. limited or formal domains

5. highly limited domains

6. extinct



Language Shift
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Reversing Language Shift
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State

governmental accountability & historical awareness

<~ HB 216

<+ Language Immersion
Charter School Bill
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+ Laboratory Schools

+ Integrated into statewide curricula



Institutions

a place for indigenous knowledge

2 Koleke ‘Olelo Hawai‘i
(Hawai‘i)

+ Awanuiarangi (Maori)
+ Ilisagvik College

< Alaska Native
University




Communi
ty language — land — people — spirituality
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IHlelduallty responsibility — alleviation of guilt

connection — healing — confidence

reduced social function radical changes and reduction in the language system
stigma and negative evaluation of “imperfect” language

social subordination negative sociopsychological evaluation sociolinguistic
restriction language decay

limited aboriginal language use limited exposure to the language reduced
language knowledge and fluency lack of confidence in using that aboriginal
language increasing reliance on english

assumption of limited intelligence distortion of identity & communication
imagined “value” of languages = language decay



The Hawai‘i Model

<+ ‘Aha Punana Leo, Inc.
<+ Nawahi

< Koleke ‘Olelo Hawai‘i




KA HAKA ‘ULA

. O KE'ELIKOLANI

COLLEGE OF HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'l AT HILO

Koleke ‘Olelo Hawai‘i

college within University of Hawai‘i Hilo
curriculum development
teacher training
adult education
local, state, & national advocacy
Certifications, Bachelor’s, Master’s, Ph.D
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‘Aha Punana Leo, Inc.

nonprofit organization: daycare / preschool
mana of a living Hawaiian language
fundraising

&

‘Oiwi LY/
‘Oiwi TV

internet television station
multimedia content in Hawaiian
language documentation & promotion

programming for all ages
Hawaiian identity & worldview

Nawahi

K — 8 Immersion Charter School
9 — 12 Immersion Magnet School
designed for families, students, and staff
goal: establishing Hawaiian as dominant language



Yee gu.aa yax x’wan.

Yee léelk’u hés xa yee x’éit has wusi.ax yeedat.
Yee gu.aa yax x’wan.

Gunéi ax too.aadi tsu.

Yee gu.aa yax x’wan.

Uhdan ay4, haa 1éelk’u has,

has du itx yaa ntoo.at

Yee gu.aa yax x’wan.

Ldakat yeewhaan.

= Sliagie



Alaska Native Languages
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