
The Future
yéi at gug̱aneiyí

«Aadóo sá ax̱ een? 
Dei x̱áa kei gux̱lanáa.» 
Ḵaa x̱oot áwé woochʼéex̱ʼ, tsu sh wududlikʼátlʼ, 
ḵaa tóox̱ ḵoowateeyi yáx̱ áwé yatee.

– Kooxíchxʼ

“Who is with me?
This is what's going to destroy me.”

He was shouting this out among the people; they were silent,
as if they were frightened.

 
– Alex Andrews 1 

1 Andrews, Alex. “The Battle at Indian River.” Anóoshi Lingít Aaní Ká / Russians in Tlingit America. 
trans. Nora Dauenhauer & Richard Dauenhauer. (Seattle: University of  Washington Press, 2015), 
341.
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Participants of the Juneau Tlingit Language Nest working group at the Juneau Valley Library.

Tlingit language class presentation by Shaadootlaa (Seattle). Photo by Ryan Cortez.
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The Future (+) and Future (–) Mode

Once we have begun identifying how to create the prefix patterns for verb 
mode and then adjust them for the subject, we can begin internalizing the 
patterns of other verb modes. The future (+) mode, while it can create 
longer prefixes, is the most predictable mode because the prefix combina-
tions create a limted number of variations and the stem variation has fewer 
overall rules.

Returning to our original example verb, we will see how the prefix changes 
shape when the subject changes. The first person singular (1s) and second 
person singular (2s) have variations that may vary regionally or according to 
dialect or personal preference, but the most commonly used forms are the 
first ones listed here and used in the examples.

S english tlingit

1s i will sew it kḵwaḵáa / kwḵaḵáa / kuḵaḵáa
1p we will sew it gax̱tooḵáa
2s you will sew it kg̱eeḵáa / gag̱eeḵáa
2p you all will sew it gax̱yiḵáa
3s s/he will sew it akg̱waḵáa
3p they will sew it has akg̱waḵáa
4h it will be sewed gax̱duḵáa

If we were to pull the prefix apart in the above examples, they would look 
like this:

preverb prefix stem

3 pl object ga-md irr g̱a-md subject class root

kḵwaḵáa – ∅ ga u g̱a x̱a ∅ √ḵáa
gax̱tooḵáa – ∅ ga u g̱a tu ∅ √ḵáa

kg̱eeḵáa – ∅ ga u g̱a i ∅ √ḵáa
gax̱yiḵáa – ∅ ga u g̱a yi ∅ √ḵáa

akg̱waḵáa – a ga u g̱a ∅ ∅ √ḵáa
has akg̱waḵáa has a ga u g̱a ∅ ∅ √ḵáa

gax̱duḵáa – ∅ ga u g̱a du ∅ √ḵáa
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Future (+) Mode

The prefix is long, but highly predictable in the future mode. To begin 
understanding this pattern and how the future mode functions, we should 
revisit basic verbal structure. For future verbs, we need to pay attention to 
the preverb, conjugation, classifier, and stem. 

In the preverb, all future modes require «kei» for all ga conjugation 
verbs and «yei» for all g̱a conjugation verbs. There is nothing in the pre-
verb for na conjugation and ∅ conjugation verbs. This is shown in the 
table below:

prefix

con p tlingit translation preverb object conj subject class

∅ adaagux̱sa.áax̱w s/he will wrap it up — a ga-u-g̱a ∅ –i

na agux̱lakʼóots s/he will break it  
(rope-like object) — — ga-u-g̱a ∅ –i

ga kei tugux̱la.aan s/he will be kind kei ∅ ga-u-g̱a — –i

g̱a yei at gug̱wachoox̱ s/he will freeload yei — ga-u-g̱a ∅ –i
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The conjugation sequence for all future verbs is «ga-u-g̱a» which is ga-
mode + irrealis + g̱a-mode. These prefixes do not have meaning, but instead 
have grammatical function. They activate in this combination to create the 
future mode. This conjugation sequence will always appear between 
the object and subject, or for verbs with thematic prefixes between the 
thematic and subject. 

All future verbs will have a –i classifier, which means the classifier is 
stable and must be one of the options below:

group –i classifier group –i classifier

∅ ∅ l la ~ lⱥ

d+∅ da d+l l

group +i classifier group +i classifier

s sa ~ sⱥ sh sha ~ shⱥ

d+s s d+sh sh

In rare cases, the «sa», «la» and «sha» classifiers will contract to «s», «l», 
and «sh». This vowel deletion can cause confusion about the classifier and 
whether or not it is +d. Vowel deletion in the classifier occurs when the clas-
sifier is immediately preceded by any of the following:

prefix appearance classifier vowel deleted form

a-thematic a- sa s

irrealis u- la l

na-con, na-mode na- sha sh

g̱a-con, g̱a-mode g̱a-

perfective ÿu-

distributive dag̱a-

4th person human du-

These factors make the prefix highly predictable in the future mode, and 
the prefix does not change for the future (–) mode. There are two types of 
variables for the future prefix. The first is a personal preference or perhaps a 
dialect choice, and the second is determined by whether or not the classifier 
has a vowel.
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The first person singular (1sg),  second person singular (2sg), and third 
person (3) subjects have optional variations when there is no themetic pre-
fix. In the examples given in this chapter, one variation is used, but keep in 
mind that the other variations are correct. If you hear it said more often in a 
certain way among speakers in your community, then model their method. 
As we look at the prefixes, note similarities in the patterns, which show you 
the diference between classifiers with a vowel (sa, la, sha) and those with-
out a vowel (∅, s, l, sh). Classifiers with a vowel have a different third person 
(3) prefix, and classifiers without a vowel with push the final vowel in the 
second person (3) prefix to be long. 

1sg 2sg 3

class prefix class prefix class prefix

∅
kḵwa
kuḵa
kwḵa

∅ kg̱ee
gag̱ee ∅ kg̱wa

gug̱a

Ca
(da, sa, la, sha)

kḵwaCa
kuḵaCa
kwḵaCa

Ca
(da, sa, la, sha)

kg̱iCa
gag̱iCa

Ca
(da, sa, la, sha) gux̱Ca

C ~ Cⱥ
(s, l, sh)

kḵwaC
kuḵaC
kwḵaC

C ~ Cⱥ
(s, l, sh)

kg̱eeC
gag̱eeC

C ~ Cⱥ
(s, l, sh)

kg̱wa
gug̱a

As you look at these examples, keep in mind that the capital letter «C» 
shows a consonant. That means that «Ca» can be «sa», «la», or «sha» and 
«C ~ Cⱥ» can be «s», «l», or «sh». For example, if you see «gux̱Ca» then the 
consonant is the only part that changes, depending on the classifier, as in the 
following:

pattern class. prefix class. prefix class. prefix class. prefix

gux̱Ca da gux̱da sa gux̱sa la gux̱la sha gux̱sha

Adding a thematic prefix intdrocudes another vowel, which eliminates the 
optional forms but keeps the variance 

1sg 2sg 3

class prefix class prefix class prefix

∅ CVkḵwa ∅ CVkg̱ee ∅ CVkg̱wa
Ca CVkḵwaCa Ca CVkg̱iCa Ca CVgux̱Ca

C ~ Cⱥ CVkḵwaC C ~ Cⱥ CVkg̱eeC C ~ Cⱥ CVkg̱wa
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Stem variation in the future is the most consistent. All future (+) verb 
stems are long and high except for invariable stems.

type theme con pre pattern type theme con pre pattern

open cvv ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́v closed cvvc ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́vc
fading cvv ʰ ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́v glottal cv́vc ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́vc

ejective cv́vcʼ ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́vcʼ

The Future (–) Mode

There are only two changes for the future (–) mode. The addition of 
«tlél» in the preverb creates the negative, and then open, fading, and 
closed stems are long and low and glottal and ejective stems are long 
and high (except for invariable stems). The prefix is identical because it 
contains all of the same components (ga-mode, irrealis, g̱a-mode).

type theme con pre pattern type theme con pre pattern

open cvv ∅, na, ga, g̱a cvv closed cvvc ∅, na, ga, g̱a cvvc
fading cvv ʰ ∅, na, ga, g̱a cvv glottal cv́vc ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́vc

ejective cv́vcʼ ∅, na, ga, g̱a cv́vcʼ

Similar to the perfective exercises, we will now look at the same verbs that 
were listed above, except this time they are listed in the future (+) mode. 
To change them to future (–) mode you would add «tlél» to the prefix and 
change the stem to long and low, as shown below.

future (+) future (–)

yei kḵwasatéen i will see it tlél yei kḵwasateen i wonʼt see it

yei gax̱tusatéen we will see it tlél yei gax̱tusateen we wonʼt see it

yei kg̱isatéen you will see it tlél yei kg̱isateen you wonʼt see it

yei gax̱yisatéen you all will see it tlél yei gax̱yisateen you all wonʼt see it

yei agux̱satéen s/he will see it tlél yei agux̱sateen s/he wonʼt see it

yei has agux̱satéen they will see it tlél yei has agux̱sateen they wonʼt see it

yei gax̱dustéen it will be seen tlél yei gax̱dusteen it wonʼt be seen
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Stem variation for future (+) verbs
type theme con pre pattern theme perfective

open cvv ∅ cv́v (yéi) + O-S-∅-√saa ² (∅ event) yéi akg̱wasáa

na, ga, g̱a cv́v O-ka-S-s-√nei ³ (na act) akagux̱sanéi

fading cvv ʰ ∅ cv́v O-S-l-√lʼaa ʰ (∅ act) agux̱lalʼáa

na, ga, g̱a cv́v S-∅-√taa ¹  ʰ (na act) gug̱atáa

closed cvvc ∅ cv́vc O-S-∅-√look (∅ act) akg̱walóok

na, ga, g̱a cv́vc O-S-sh-√kʼaan (ga state) kei agux̱shakʼáan

glottal cv́vc ∅ cv́vc ya-d+∅-√g̱éel (∅ event) yagux̱dag̱éel

na, ga, g̱a cv́vc O-S-l-√sháat (g̱a act) yei agux̲lasháat

ejective cv́vcʼ ∅ cv́vcʼ a-S-∅-√lóoxʼ (∅ act) akg̱walóoxʼ

na, ga, g̱a cv́vcʼ sh + ka-S-d+l-√háachʼ (na state) sh kakg̱walháachʼ

invariable — — — O-l-√tseen ˟ (ga state) kei gux̱latseen

O-S-s-√x̱án ˟ (ga state) kei agux̱sax̱án

Stem variation for future (–) verbs
type theme con pre pattern theme perfective

open cvv ∅ cv́v (yéi) + O-S-∅-√saa ² (∅ event) tlél yéi akg̱wasaa

na, ga, g̱a cv́v O-ka-S-s-√nei ³ (na act) tlél akagux̱sanei

fading cvv ʰ ∅ cv́v O-S-l-√lʼaa ʰ (∅ act) tlél agux̱lalʼaa

na, ga, g̱a cv́v S-∅-√taa ¹  ʰ (na act) tlél gug̱ataa

closed cvvc ∅ cv́vc O-S-∅-√look (∅ act) tlél akg̱walook

na, ga, g̱a cv́vc O-S-sh-√kʼaan (ga state) tlél kei agux̱shakʼaan

glottal cv́vc ∅ cv́vc ya-d+∅-√g̱éel (∅ event) tlél yagux̱dag̱éel

na, ga, g̱a cv́vc O-S-l-√sháat (g̱a act) tlél yei agux̲lasháat

ejective cv́vcʼ ∅ cv́vcʼ a-S-∅-√lóoxʼ (∅ act) tlél akg̱walóoxʼ

na, ga, g̱a cv́vcʼ sh + ka-S-d+l-√háachʼ (na state) tlél sh kakg̱walháachʼ

invariable — — — O-l-√tseen ˟ (ga state) tlél kei gux̱latseen

O-S-s-√x̱án ˟ (ga state) tlél kei agux̱sax̱án
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Future (+) Examples

O-S-∅-√tʼei ˟  (ga event verb – transitive)
or S to find O (usually as the result of searching)

S-d+∅-√ḵaa   (∅ act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to sew

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

kei kḵwatʼei kei + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-∅ kḵwadaḵáa ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-da
kei gax̱tootʼei kei + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-tu-∅ gax̱tudaḵáa ga-u-g̱a-tu-da

kei kg̱eetʼei kei + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-i-∅ kg̱idaḵáa ga-u-g̱a-i-da
kei gax̱yitʼei kei + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-yi-∅ gax̱yidaḵáa ga-u-g̱a-yi-da

kei akg̱watʼei kei + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ gux̱dak̲áa ga-u-g̱a-∅-da
kei (ha)s akg̱watʼei kei + has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ has gux̱daḵáa has + ga-u-g̱a-∅-da

kei gax̱dutʼei kei + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅ gax̱duḵáa ga-u-g̱a-du-∅

O-S-s-√teen ²  (g̱a event verb – transitive)
for S to see, behold O (usually specific)

a + géi⁓ + S-d+s-√geet ²  (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to violate, break (law or custom), to do something wrong

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

yei kḵwasatéen ∅-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sa a géide kḵwasgéet ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-s
yei gax̱tusatéen ∅-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sa a géide gax̱tusgéet ga-u-g̱a-tu-s

yei kg̱isatéen ∅-ga-u-g̱a-i-sa a géide kg̱eesgéet ga-u-g̱a-i-s
yei gax̱yisatéen ∅-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sa a géide gax̱yisgéet ga-u-g̱a-yi-s
yei agux̱satéen ∅-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sa a géide kg̱wasgéet ga-u-g̱a-∅-s

yei (ha)s agux̱satéen has + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sa a géide (ha)s kg̱wasgéet has + ga-u-g̱a-∅-s
yei gax̱dustéen ∅-ga-u-g̱a-du-s a géide gax̱dusgéet ga-u-g̱a-du-s
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O-S-l-√kʼoots  (na event verb – transitive)
for S to break O (esp. rope-like objects)

S-d+l-√ḵooʰ  (na act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to vomit, throw up

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

kḵwalak'óots ∅-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-la kḵwalḵóo ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-l
gax̱tulakʼóots ∅-ga-u-g̱a-tu-la gax̱tulḵóo ga-u-g̱a-tu-l

kg̱ilakʼóots ∅-ga-u-g̱a-i-la kg̱eelḵóo ga-u-g̱a-i-l
gax̱yilakʼóots ∅-ga-u-g̱a-yi-la gax̱yilḵóo ga-u-g̱a-yi-l
agux̱lakʼóots a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-la kg̱walḵóo ga-u-g̱a-∅-l

has agux̱lakʼóots has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-la has kg̱walḵóo has + ga-u-g̱a-∅-l
gax̱dulkʼóots ∅-ga-u-g̱a-du-l gax̱dulḵóo ga-u-g̱a-du-l

O-S-sh-√kʼaan (ga state verb – transitive)
for S to hate O

O-S-d+sh-√ḵoox̱ ² (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to contribute O (food to share) to a potluck or gathering

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

kei kḵwashakʼáan ∅-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sha kḵwashḵóox̱ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sh
kei gax̱tushakʼáan ∅-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sha gax̱tushḵóox̱ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sh

kei kg̱ishakʼáan ∅-ga-u-g̱a-i-sha kg̱eeshḵóox̱ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-i-sh
kei gax̱yishakʼáan ∅-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sha gax̱yishḵóox̱ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sh
kei agux̱shakʼáan a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sha akg̱washḵóox̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sh

kei (ha)s agux̱shakʼáan has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sha has akg̱washḵóox̱ has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sh
kei gax̱dushkʼáan ∅-ga-u-g̱a-du-sh gax̱dushḵóox̱ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-du-sh
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Future Exercises

Now that we have looked at examples of future verbs without thematic 
prefixes, fill in the blanks with what you think would be the correct conjuga-
tion for the subject in the following examples, and also give the expanded 
pattern for the prefix. Make sure to note the verb transitivity—whether or 
not there is an object. You can check your work at the end of the chapter.

O-S-∅-√.aax̱ ¹  (∅ event verb – transitive)
for S to hear O 

O-S-∅-√.een ¹  (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to pick O (esp. berries) into a container

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

S-d+∅-√shooch  (∅ act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to bathe, take a bath 

káx̱ + O-S-d+∅-√tee ʰ ⁴  (g̱a event verb – transitive)
for S to put on O (shirt, dress, etc.)

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h
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O-S-s-√koo ʰ ¹  (∅ event verb – transitive)
for S to know, be acquainted with, make known O (esp. people, facts); for S to learn O (esp. facts) 

O-S-s-√néekw ˟ ¹ (ga state verb – transitive)
for S to make O sick

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

O-S-d+s-√g̱áax̱  (g̱a act verb – transitive)
for S to cry for, ask for O 

O-S-d+s-√néexʼ  (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to sense the odor of O

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h
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O-S-l-√.aax̱ ¹  (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to play O (musical instrument) 

O-S-l-√chʼéix̱ʼw ¹  (∅ event verb – transitive)
for S to dirty, soil O (esp. clothing or person)

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

S-d+l-√saa ³  (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to rest 

sh + S-d+l-√kʼáatlʼ  (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to become quiet, keep quiet; for S to stop talking or crying

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h



The Future Mode

62

O-S-sh-√góok ¹ ˟  (ga state verb – transitive)
for S to know, learn how to do O 

N-t + S-d+sh-√kʼéin  (na motion verb – subject intransitive)
for (singular) S to jump around at N

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

The Future With Thematic Prefixes

The thematic prefix adds consonants to the prefix, but the results are still 
predictable. A verb can have up to three thematic prefixes, but only the last 
one will contract with the conjugation prefixes, subject, and classifier 
(for ∅ group). As stated earlier, this eliminates some of the optional prefix-
es, and the prefixes might get very long, but they are still highly predictable 
once you can see the pattern. 

To begin looking at perfectives with thematic prefixes, note the identical 
prefixes in the following verbs, and then look through the various examples:

 kakḵwa- + -√háa kakḵwa- + -√héesʼ
  prefix  stem prefix  stem
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O-ka-S-∅-√haa ¹  (na act verb – transitive)
for S to plant O

O-ka-S-∅-√héesʼ  (ga act verb – transitive)
for S to borrow O (esp. round, spherical object)

tlingit pattern prediction of other verb

kakḵwaháa ∅-ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-∅ kei kakḵwahéesʼ
kagax̱tooháa ∅-ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-∅ kei kagax̱toohéesʼ

kakg̱eeháa ∅-ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-∅ kei kakg̱eehéesʼ
kagax̱yiháa ∅-ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-∅ kei kagax̱yihéesʼ

akakg̱waháa a-ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ kei akakg̱wahéesʼ
has akakg̱waháa has + a-ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ kei (ha)s akakg̱wahéesʼ

kagax̱duháa ∅-ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅ kei kagax̱duhéesʼ

ya-ka-S-d+∅-√náash ˟ (∅ act? verb – subject intransitive) 
for S to shake her/his own head (often to signal ʼnoʼ)

yan~ + x̱ʼa-S-d+∅-√tsʼéin (∅ motion verb – subject intransitive) 
for S to quieten down, stop talking

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

yakakḵwadanáash ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-da yánde x̱ʼakḵwadatsʼáan x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-da

yakagax̱tudanáash ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-da yánde x̱ʼagax̱tudatsʼáan x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-tu-da

yakakg̱idanáash ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-da yánde x̱ʼakg̱idatsʼáan x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-i-da

yakagax̱yidanáash ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-da yánde x̱ʼagax̱yidatsʼáan x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-yi-da

yakagux̱danáash ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-da yánde x̱ʼagux̱datsʼáan x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-∅-da

has yakagux̱danáash has + ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-da yánde has x̱ʼagux̱datsʼáan has + x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-∅-da

yakagax̱dunáash ya-ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅ yánde x̱ʼagax̱dutsʼáan x̱ʼa-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅
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O-ka-S-s-√kei  (g̱a act verb – transitive)
for S to trail, follow tracks of O; for S to untangle O; for S to rip back, undo O (sewing, knitting)

O-ka-S-l-√neek  (na act verb – transitive)
for S to tell the story of O; for S to talk into O

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

yei kakḵwasakéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sa kakḵwalanéek ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-la

yei kagax̱tusakéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sa kagax̱tulanéek ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-la

yei kakg̱isakéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-sa kakg̱ilanéek ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-la

yei kagax̱yisakéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sa kagax̱yilanéek ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-la

yei akagux̱sakéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sa akagux̱lanéek ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-la

yei (ha)s akagux̱sakéi has + ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sa has akagux̱lanéek has + ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-la

yei kagax̱duskéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-s kagax̱dulnéek ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-l

ka-S-d+s-√nei ³  (∅ act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to knit, weave, or crochet

ash + ka-u-S-d+l-√yát ˟  (na act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to play (esp. active games)

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

kakḵwasnéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-s ash kakḵwalyát ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-l
kagax̱toosnéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-s ash kagax̱toolyát ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-l

kakg̱eesnéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-s ash kakg̱eelyát ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-l
kagax̱yisnéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-s ash kagax̱yilyát ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-l
kakg̱wasnéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-s ash kakg̱walyát ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-l

has kakg̱wasnéi has + ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-s has ash kakg̱walyát has + ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-l
kagax̱dusnéi ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-s ash kagax̱dulyát ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-l



The Tlingit Verb

65

O-ka-S-sh-√xeet (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to write, draw, or paint a picture of O; for S to print O by hand; for S to photograph, take pictures, 
X-rays of O

ka-S-d+sh-√xeet  (∅ act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to write, draw, or paint; for S to take a photograph

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

kakḵwashaxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sha kakḵwashxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sh

kagax̱tushaxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sha kagax̱tooshxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sh

kakg̱ishaxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-sha kakg̱eeshxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-i-sh

kagax̱yishaxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sha kagax̱yishxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sh

akagux̱shaxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sha kakg̱washxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sh

has akagux̱shaxéet has + ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sha has kakg̱washxéet has + ka-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sh

kagax̱dushxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-sh kagax̱dushxéet ka-ga-u-g̱a-du-sh

O-x̱ʼa-S-∅-√déexʼ   (∅ event verb – transitive)
for S to cork up (bottle), shut mouth of O

O-sa-S-∅-√.aax̱ ¹  (∅ event verb – transitive)
for S to hear O (a voice, esp. singing)

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

x̱ʼakḵwadéexʼ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-∅ sakḵwa.áax̱ sa-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-∅
x̱ʼagax̱toodéexʼ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-tu-∅ sagax̱too.áax̱ sa-ga-u-g̱a-tu-∅

x̱ʼakg̱eedéexʼ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-i-∅ sakg̱ee.áax̱ sa-ga-u-g̱a-i-∅
x̱ʼagax̱yidéexʼ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-yi-∅ sagax̱yi.áax̱ sa-ga-u-g̱a-yi-∅

ax̱ʼakg̱wadéexʼ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ asakg̱wa.áax̱ sa-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅
has ax̱ʼakg̱wadéexʼ has + ∅-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ has asakg̱wa.áax̱ has + sa-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅

x̱ʼagax̱dudéexʼ ∅-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅ sagax̱du.áax̱ sa-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅
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The last pattern to look at is the a-theme verbs, which have different results 
than other thematic prefixes because they do not start with a consonant.

N + éekʼ + a-S-∅-√heen ¹ ˟ (ga state verb – subject intransitive) 
for S to believe, trust, believe in N

a-S-∅-√lʼeix̱ ˟ (na act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to dance

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

du éekʼ kei akḵwaheen a-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-∅ akḵwalʼeix̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-∅
du éekʼ kei agax̱tooheen a-ga-u-g̱a-tu-∅ agax̱toolʼeix̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-tu-∅

du éekʼ kei akg̱eeheen a-ga-u-g̱a-i-∅ akg̱eelʼeix̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-i-∅
du éekʼ kei agax̱yiheen a-ga-u-g̱a-yi-∅ agax̱yilʼeix̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-yi-∅
du éekʼ kei akg̱waheen a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ akg̱walʼeix̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅

du éekʼ has kei akg̱waheen has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅ has akg̱walʼeix̱ has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-∅
du éekʼ kei agax̱duheen a-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅ agax̱dulʼeix̱ a-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅

shóo-t⁓ + a-S-d+∅-√.aak ² (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to build a fire (using wood)

N-ch + a-S-s-√woo ¹  (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to send N (often by mail)

tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

shóot akḵwada.áak a-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-da ách akḵwasawóo a-ga-u-g̱a-x̱a-sa

shóot agax̱tuda.áak a-ga-u-g̱a-tu-da ách agax̱tusawóo a-ga-u-g̱a-tu-sa

shóot akg̱ida.áak a-ga-u-g̱a-i-da ách akg̱isawóo a-ga-u-g̱a-i-sa

shóot agax̱yida.áak a-ga-u-g̱a-yi-da ách agax̱yisawóo a-ga-u-g̱a-yi-sa

shóot agux̱da.áak a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-da ách agux̱sawóo a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sa

shóot has agux̱da.áak has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-da ách has agux̱sawóo has + a-ga-u-g̱a-∅-sa

shóot agax̱du.áak a-ga-u-g̱a-du-∅ ách agax̱duswóo a-ga-u-g̱a-du-s
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Now that we have looked at the thematic prefix perfective options, fill in 
the blanks as you did before. Keep in mind the classifier, transitivity, 
and how the CV system works to predict the prefix, even if the vowel chang-
es. You can check your answers in the back of this chapter.

O-ya-S-∅-√dlaaḵ  (na event verb – transitive)
for S to gain, get, obtain, acquire O; for S to succeed, accomplish O; for S to defeat, beat O 

O-ya-S-∅-√g̱éelʼ  (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to sharpen O (with a grindstone)

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

ya-S-d+∅-√náaḵw ¹  (∅ act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to bait hooks, put bait on fish hooks 

tu-S-d+∅-√.oos ¹  (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to pout, sulk, refuse to speak; for a machine to refuse to run

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h
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(yóo) + O-ya-S-s-√ḵaa ¹  (na event verb – transitive)
for S to tell, say (that) to O; for S to ask O to do (that) 

O-ka-S-s-√nei ³  (na act verb – transitive)
for S to make O (cloth of any kind) (by weaving, knitting, or crocheting); for S to make or mend O (net)

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

sha-S-d+s-√yaa ³  (na event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to anchor, lower anchor 

a-S-d+s-√g̱eiwú ˟  (na act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to fish with net, seine

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h
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O-ka-S-l-√séiḵʼw  (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to stain, dye, color the surface of O 

O-ka-S-l-√.eesh  (∅ act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to thread O (esp. beads), string together

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

sh + ka-S-d+l-√neek  (na act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to preach, narrate, tell a story 

sha-S-d+l-√x̱óotʼ ¹  (na act verb – subject intransitive)
for S to fish with rod, sportfish, cast

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h



The Future Mode

70

O-ka-S-sh-√x̱ʼáalʼ  (∅ event verb – transitive)
for S to cook O (herring eggs) by dipping in boiling water and oil 

O-ka-S-sh-√kʼaan  (∅ act verb – transitive)
for S to push O away; for S to shoo O away; for S to drive O away

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h

sh + ka-S-d+sh-√xʼaaḵw ²  (na event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to be comfortable, sit or lie comfortably 

sh + ka-S-d+sh-√g̱eiy  (∅ event verb – subject intransitive)
for S to dress up, smarten up, make an effort to look different

S tlingit pattern tlingit pattern

1s

1p

2s

2p

3s

3p

4h


