
Intermediate Tlingit: 
Noun Suffixes

diminutive 
plural 

diminutive plural 
possessive/relational



cat 

dog 

bus

cats 

dogz 

busez

unvoiced

voiced

sibilant + peg-vowel = voiced

Suffix Rules in English



diminutive

-kʼ 

hítkʼ 
keitlkʼ 
tsálkkʼ 
g̱úḵlʼkʼ 
léiḵʼwkʼ

-xʼ 

hítxʼ 
keitlxʼ 
tsálkxʼ 
g̱úḵlʼxʼ 
léiḵʼwxʼ

plural diminutive plural

-xʼi sáani / -xʼu sáani 

hítxʼi sáani 
keitlxʼi sáani 
tsálkxʼi sáani 
g̱úḵlʼxʼi sáani 
léiḵʼwxʼu sáani

Introduction to Noun Suffixes



Noting Vowels & Consonants

dóosh 
gwéil 
cheech 
hít 
seit 
kéet 
xóots

writing



dóosh 
gwéil 
cheech 
hít 
seit 
keet 
xóots

writing

d • óo • sh 
gw • éi • l 
ch • ee • ch 
h • í • t 
s • ei • t 
k • ée • t 
x • óo • ts

spelling

Noting Vowels & Consonants



keitl 
tsálk 
g̱úḵlʼ 
léiḵʼw 
yéil 
tsaa 
áa

writing

Noting Vowels & Consonants



keitl 
tsálk 
g̱úḵlʼ 
léiḵʼw 
yéil 
tsaa 
áa

k • ei • tl 
ts • á • l • k 
g̱ • ú • ḵ • lʼ 
l • éi • ḵʼw 
y • éi • l 
ts • aa 
áa

writing spelling

Noting Vowels & Consonants



keitl 
tsálk 
g̱úḵlʼ 
léiḵʼw 
yéil 
tsaa 
áa

cvvc 
ccv́cc 
cv́ccʼ 
cv́vcʼv 
cv́vc 
ccvv 
v́v

k • ei • tl 
ts • á • l • k 
g̱ • ú • ḵ • lʼ 
l • éi • ḵʼw 
y • éi • l 
ts • aa 
áa

writing vowel-consonantspelling

Noting Vowels & Consonants



possession

open 
-vv  →  -vvyí 
-v́v  →  -v́vyi 

-vvw  →  -vvwú 
-v́vw  →  -v́vwu

closed 
-vvc  →  -vvcí 
-v́vc  →  -v́vci 

-vcw  →  -vvcú 
-v́vcw  →  -v́vcu

voice 
-ch  →  -jv 
-k  →  -gv 
-ḵ  →  -g̱v 
-t  → -dv 
-tl → -dlv 
-ts → -dzv

-u/oo-{g,g̱,k,ḵ,kʼ,ḵʼ,x,x̱,xʼ,x̱ʼ}-u

ro
un

de
d

Tlingit Relational Suffix



v́ ending 
-v́  →  -vvyí

-aa ending 
-vv  →  -vci

té  →  –teiyí lítaa  →  –litayí 
xáshaa → –xáshayi 

Tlingit Relational Suffix


